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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP

	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)

Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Matthew BOURKE (Jamboree)

Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sandy LANDERS (Bracken Ridge)
James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Kate RICHARDS (Pullenvale)
Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)


	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I welcome you all to the new year. I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 


Councillors, are there any apologies? There appears to be no apologies.

Confirmation of Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

455/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4611 (ordinary) meeting held on 3 December 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Chair:
I would now like to draw the Council’s attention to the public participation. 

Can I please call on Ms Judith Anderson who will address the Chamber on Zonta International.

Welcome, Ms Anderson. Mr Peers will just make sure that everything is set for you. So, your microphone is on. There’s a small clock on your left there. You will have five minutes for your presentation, and that time begins when you begin. Welcome; please proceed.

Ms Judith Anderson OAM – Zonta International
Ms Judith Anderson:
Thank you. Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors. I begin, as the Chair did, by acknowledging the Turrbal and Jagera peoples as the first custodians of these lands near the Brisbane River. It’s a pleasure and a privilege to speak to you today about Zonta International. I sought permission to address you because on 8 November last year marked 100 years since Zonta was established in Buffalo, New York. For any organisation to survive for a century is remarkable. In Zonta’s case, I believe it continues to thrive because our founding mission remains relevant: to empower women and girls worldwide through service and advocacy.


Each member of Zonta sees a world in which women’s rights are recognised as human rights, and every woman is able to achieve her full potential. We see a world where women have access to all resources, and are represented in decision making positions on an equal basis to men, and a world where no woman lives in fear of violence.


This focus on women’s rights is what distinguishes Zonta from other community-based service organisations. Over the last 100 years, Zonta International has supported many international and local projects. I was personally inspired to become a member of Zonta in 1983 when Zonta funded the installation of clean water wells in Sri Lanka. This simple action reduced the daily burden of fetching and carrying water for the country’s women and girls.


In addition to international projects like this, Zonta works locally through clubs. Compared to service organisations such as Lions and Rotary, you won’t find a Zonta club in every community, but here in Queensland there are more than 1,000 committed members in 44 clubs, including eight right here in Brisbane. We support women’s shelters. We write submissions. We say a very strong ‘no’ to violence against women. As a hands-on project, we supply thousands of breast care cushions every year to women recovering from breast surgery.


Further afield, Australian Zontans have assembled more than one million birthing kits over the last 25 years. These simple little kits contain the absolute basics for a clean birth; things like a small cake of soap and a pair of rubber gloves. These kits have been distributed to developing countries around the world preventing the deaths of countless mothers and babies, just by enabling a clean delivery environment.


Zonta also believes strongly that if you educate a girl, you educate her family, and, ultimately, the community. So, we provide a very wide range of bursaries, scholarships and awards to support young women and girls at all stages of their education. These range from small bursaries for disadvantaged girls in local schools to very valuable international fellowships for women undertaking post‑graduate research in aerospace related fields.


But for all this great work, there is still some way to go, and that’s why Zonta has such a strong focus on advocacy. Australia was once in the vanguard of women’s equality, but the results of the 2019 Federal election put Australia at 48th in the world in terms of women’s Lower House representation, the equal of Angola and below countries such as Rwanda and Nepal.


Brisbane City Council, by contrast I have to say, is to be commended on its high level of female representation. As former Foreign Affairs Minister, Julie Bishop, once reminded us, no country can reach its full potential if it ignores the skills, talents, energy, intelligence and ideas of 50% of the population. Achieving gender equality in Australia is not easy, but as Zontans, we’re mindful there are many places in the world where women, just because of their gender, do not have fundamental legal, political, economic, educational or professional rights.

It’s for these reasons that Zonta will continue its work globally to highlight inequities in society and to empower women. Thank you again for the support that you give to the work we do.
Chair:
Thank you, Ms Anderson. 

Can I please invite Councillor MATIC to respond? 

Councillor MATIC.

Response by Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Ms Anderson, for coming into the Chamber today to talk to us not only on this significant milestone in Zonta’s history, but importantly also reminding us of the invaluable work that Zonta does day in, day out, not only locally and nationally, but internationally as well, in making sure that the rights of women are not only protected, but importantly also that in many nations, unfortunately, need to be raised.


I think that what you’re doing is absolutely fundamental to our society in being able to acknowledge the absolutely equal and indefensible right of every woman to be properly recognised as an equal in every way, shape or form. I’d like to thank you also for the work that you and all of the volunteers at Zonta do day in, day out. As Councillors, we are well aware of the work of Zonta. For those of us who have a branch in our wards—I know that Councillors on both sides of the Chamber very happily and readily support the initiatives of the organisation.


I know that, for example, in the Chamber just late last year we had a presentation in regards to these labels that we now place in women’s toilets within our libraries for those women who need to be able to call around the unfortunate instances of domestic violence or risks that they might face as well.


For Council, it’s continuing that strong relationship with Zonta to be able to support you in your initiatives and the work you do, and in even simple things such as lighting up City Hall and some of our other assets when we run the Zonta Says NO campaign. So, I know that all Councillors in this Chamber will continue to support the organisation. If there is ever anything at all that you’d like to look at as far as further initiatives, the work that Council can do for Zonta, please do not hesitate to contact myself or the LORD MAYOR in regards to being able to continue that strong partnership together, to talk about the most important issues of all and that is supporting the rights of women equally throughout the world. Thank you.

Ms Judith Anderson:
Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you, Ms Anderson. Mr Peers will show you out. 


Councillors, I would now like to call on Ms Katherine Cullerton and Mr Nick Steiner who will address the Chamber about a request for land in Victoria Park to be assigned to the Mini Farm Project. Councillors should have on their desks a small note from these presenters to help outline what they’re discussing today.


Alright, welcome, Ms Cullerton and Mr Steiner. You will have five minutes. Your microphone is on. The clock at your left hand there will begin in a moment, and your five minutes will begin when you begin speaking. Alright, welcome.

Ms Katherine Cullerton and Mr Nick Steiner – Request for land in Victoria Park to be assigned to The Mini Farm Project
Ms Katherine Cullerton:
Okay, thank you. Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors: good afternoon. Could I start by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which we stand, the Jagera and the Turrbal people, and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. Thank you, also, for the opportunity to address you today.


My name is Katherine Cullerton and I’m a volunteer with The Mini Farm Project, and this is Nick Steiner, the CEO and founder of The Mini Farm project. We wanted to talk to you about the Victoria Park redevelopment that’s currently open for consultation. We’re really excited to see the recently released Victoria Park draft vision and the fact that it included a city farm. We know Brisbanites love their city farms and there are numerous fantastic examples around the city, but we’re here today to talk to you about The Mini Farm Project which is a city farm, but with a very unique difference.


We’re a local Brisbane charity totally run by volunteers, and we convert underutilised urban spaces into urban farms to grow food for those in need. This food is then freely donated to food security agencies and local charities, like the Salvation Army and Food Share. So, just to clarify, all the food we grow is given to people in need. 

Mr Nick Steiner:
Thank you. Our current site is in Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s ward in Camp Hill on Bennetts Road. This small site, over the last couple of years, has produced over 4,000 kilos worth of produce that we have freely donated to charity who have kitchens to produce food. 


Today we are specifically requesting that Council consider allocating six to 10 acres at Victoria Park to be converted into a managed urban farm. We already know that you have identified space for community gardens in the plan, but we would encourage that the Council think bigger. Our vision is for a large scale managed urban farm to grow food for people in need, provide a gateway for employment to the long term unemployed, build community through volunteer programs, provide an education centre for urban farming in South East Queensland, access school-based learning programs, and be open to the public and thousands of visitors, both domestic and internationally.


We have an amazing advisory board which we’re very proud to announce that Arran Heideman from Millen Farms is now part of as well. Last year, we also ran a petition where over 360 Brisbane citizens voted yes to ask for a signatory for actually a park urban farm.


A charity farm with support of the Council is an excellent opportunity for the people of Brisbane to grow food for those in need. It is a great project for Australia’s New World City. Thank you.
Chair:
Thank you.

Alright, can I call on Councillor HAMMOND to respond please?

Response by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, and thank you, Ms Cullerton and Mr Steiner for coming in and speaking to us about this very unique project that you’ve got. I have spoken to Councillor CUNNINGHAM, as she’s been out to your site, Mr Steiner, and really supports your project. The Victoria Park vision, as you know, is a very ambitious vision that this LORD MAYOR has undertaken to transform this beautiful green space into one of the largest parks in Brisbane—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND:
So, as you will see, in part of this vision, on the southern side—so the Spring Hill side which you alluded to at that time—has been designated—I think one of the words is farm gate area, or community garden as you would know. This Council heavily supports community gardens. That’s why we’ve got over 40 community gardens across our great city, and that includes urban farms as well. We also have a grant process that we do to encourage people to set up their unique area.


I love your philosophy where you turned around and said: growing food for people who need it. But also, you’re looking bigger. It’s about employing people too, and encouraging people to get involved, maybe learn a new skill, but also get something out of it for themselves with their confidence.


At this stage, we are out for consultation at Victoria Park and it ends on 28 April this year. I would really encourage your members to have their say as part of that consultation process. At the moment, we want to hear from the people of Brisbane and we hope the community garden is supported through this program, but it’s a little early to say that as yet. We are receiving so much feedback about this wonderful project.


As I said before, it’s the early stages, and if it’s accepted, then it would have to go through the planning stage and then budgetary—who’s going to run it, what’s it going to look like, what’s it going to feel like. But again, I thank you so much, and the amount of produce you’re getting out of that just over 3,000 square metre block at Camp Hill is outstanding, so well done. 


I wish you all the best, and please have your say because, as I said, it closes on 28 April this year. Keep up the good work. I think your philosophy is a good model. Thank you.

Mr Nick Steiner:
Thank you.

Ms Katherine Cullerton:
Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you to you both. Mr Peers will show you out.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, now begins Question Time.

Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any of the Standing Committees?

Councillor LANDERS.
Question 1

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. This Administration prides ourselves on our strong financial management, including delivery of balanced budgets and responsible delivery of multimillion-dollar infrastructure projects like Kingsford Smith Drive and Legacy Way. Can you please outline for the Chamber why this Administration is better equipped with the experience, leadership—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors, please allow Councillor LANDERS to ask her question in silence.

Councillor LANDERS, please continue.

Councillor LANDERS:
—leadership and ideas to run Brisbane City Council? Are you aware of any alternatives?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
The microphone is not working.

Chair:
Try that now.

LORD MAYOR:
There we go. Okay, thank you, Councillor LANDERS, through you, Mr Chair, for that question. You are absolutely right; this Administration, as has been the case for our predecessors as well, with Lord Mayor Graham Quirk and also Lord Mayor Campbell Newman, have consistently run balanced budgets. We have consistently managed the city’s finances responsibly, and Labor likes to peddle the myth that, oh, we’re required by law to run balanced budgets. That is not the case. We are required by our ideological belief to do that, but not by law.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! We’ve only been going for a minute and a half; please calm down.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. It is interesting to think what our community and our city has been through when it comes to financial challenges. So, the year that we had the GFC (global financial crisis), Council ran a balanced budget. The year that we had the 2011 flood, Council ran a balanced budget. The year that we’ve had all types of storm events and natural disasters, Council ran a balanced budget.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, if you’ve got something to say, could you please do it at an appropriate time, but don’t take the opportunity to interject at length. As you all well know, I allow a modest level of interjection in this place. It’s a place of debate, but please make them on topic and brief if you’re going to do them. Can you try—we’ve discussed this in the past—please try to be somewhat interesting.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. As I was saying, balanced budgets are our bread and butter. They are what we do, and they will be what we will continue to do as an Administration with the support of the Brisbane community. But those balanced budgets are critical because they allow us to deliver important projects and services for the people of Brisbane.


We know that things like Brisbane Metro would not be possible if we didn’t run balanced budgets. Things like Victoria Park would not be possible—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay.

LORD MAYOR:
—if we didn’t deliver balanced budgets. Things like free off-peak travel for seniors would not be possible if we didn’t deliver balanced budgets. Support for small business in our community, support for new homeowners, construction of new green bridges would not be possible—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—if we didn’t have balanced budgets.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
So, it is clear; the record is clear: 16 balanced budgets in a row; 16 balanced budgets in a row, and I can commit to the people of Brisbane that will be the case going forward as well, if they give us their support going forward. We are committed to running a responsible budget. We are committed to managing the city’s finances responsibly, and we have the record to prove that is exactly what we have done.


Now, I have been LORD MAYOR since April last year, but I have also been the Finance Chair of Brisbane City Council and delivered, together with the Lord Mayor, balanced budgets. I have also been the Infrastructure Chair and delivered major projects—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—like Legacy Way, like the New Farm Riverwalk, like open level crossings—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillors—Councillors, I know that we’ve all had a little bit of time off. This is our first meeting for the year and everyone is revved up and excited to be here. That’s fair enough. But please show just a modest amount of self‑control, hey? Just a little.


Also, reflect that most people here don’t like to have their speeches interrupted, in particular, Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor JOHNSTON, who are doing the bulk of the interjecting. Can you please be courteous? As people often ask me to seek courtesy towards them, I ask you to be courteous to others.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So, I give my commitment to the people of Brisbane that we will continue to run balanced budgets, and we will continue to invest in the things that are important to them, whether it is infrastructure and bridges, better public transport, new parkland, expanded parkland and green space, support for small business, support for our seniors, support for first home buyers; we will continue to provide those things. We will do it through responsible financial management, and we will do it through the experience that this team has—that this team has, in managing Australia’s largest Council.


But, Councillor LANDERS, you asked if there was any alternative. I must answer that part of the question as well, because I have been, like many members in the Brisbane community, waiting for that alternative to appear, waiting for that alternative agenda and vision to appear, because exactly to the day, six months out from the election, Labor knifed one Lord Mayoral candidate and they put another Lord Mayor candidate in their place. They also knifed their Leader of the Opposition and put another Leader of the Opposition in their place.

Councillors interjecting. 

LORD MAYOR:
On 28 September—which is six months out from the election—Labor’s Lord Mayoral candidate said, ‘I have been in the gig for 24 hours. At this stage we’re going to sit down over the next couple of weeks and we’re going to nut out a comprehensive policy platform’. We are all still waiting. We are all still waiting.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
And Councillor CASSIDY says you can keep waiting, and I believe you. I believe you, because there has been nothing to date, and I don’t expect there’ll be anything going forward. What there will be is no ideas and plenty of smear. If you don’t have ideas, you’ve got to have smear, and that’s what Labor has.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That’s what they will offer today, and that’s what they will offer next week, and that’s what they will offer every day in the lead-up to the election. But we will offer our responsible record, our clear record of delivery, results for the people of Brisbane, record investment in infrastructure, and the projects that really make a difference to the people of Brisbane. But I can tell you what doesn’t make a difference: smear, mud-slinging and innuendo. That doesn’t make a difference.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

Are there any further questions? 

Councillor COOK.
Question 2
Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is for the LORD MAYOR. Council guidelines mandate that petitions considered by this Council must be respectful, decorous and temperate, and not contain any language which is offensive or likely to be offensive to any member of the public. 


This Council’s website is hosting an offensive petition that links the LGBTIQ+ community with paedophilia. The petition has a closing date in June. Will you enforce this Council’s own rules and immediately take down this offensive petition?

Chair:
Can all members of the gallery please return to their seats. 

LORD MAYOR, to the question, please.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor COOK, for the question. It’s been interesting because, in recent months and weeks, I’ve had all types of people attacking me, and all types of people attacking Brisbane City Council. I’ve had hundreds of letters and emails; I’ve had petitions attacking me for supporting the LGBTIQ+ community, and I haven’t backed down, and I haven’t changed my view. But now it’s interesting to see a petition on the other side of the coin attacking me for not doing enough to support that community. 


Now, there seems to be confusion about what I believe and what I stand for, and I want to make it very clear today. I support a tolerant community where we all show respect for each other. I support the right of every member of that community to live free of hatred and discrimination. That includes the LGBTIQ community; that includes our multicultural community; that includes every single member of our community. That is my view. That view will not change. But what I can’t promise is to censor the things that people say, the things that other people say.

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
What I can’t promise—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just on relevance. The question was very clearly about the offensive petition and whether the Mayor would be enforcing Council’s existing guidelines. 

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Thank you, Councillor SRI. I believe that so far the answer has been on the points raised in the question. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. That is exactly the issue that I’m addressing and exactly the question that I am responding to.


Now, there has never been a single time as LORD MAYOR—and I’m not aware of a time before that—when prior to a petition being uploaded onto Council’s website by a member of the public that a Council officer comes to me and says, LORD MAYOR, are you okay with the wording of this petition? That has never once happened, and nor should it happen. Nor should it happen.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay.

LORD MAYOR:
I am not the censor in chief, Mr Chair.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, please—okay, Councillors. As I said, I appreciate that it’s the first meeting back and everyone is a bit revved up, but please allow—the question was heard in silence; please allow the answer to be heard in silence. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
As a Councillor for 14 years, I have been regularly contacted by people asking me to assume the role of censor, and at every opportunity I have resisted that because it is not the role of a democratically appointed Councillor, an elected Councillor, or a politician—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, alright.

LORD MAYOR:
—to censor—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, stop please.

LORD MAYOR:
—what people put in their petition.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, I direct you to cease interjecting. Excuse me—Councillor, I direct you to cease—Councillor JOHNSTON, I direct you to cease interjecting, and if you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned.

LORD MAYOR, please continue your answer.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. There have been plenty of times where I’ve been contacted as a Councillor by someone who was offended by an ad on a Council bus, or an ad at a bus stop, and they’re saying you should do something about this. Every time I’ve said the same thing: I am not a censor. That is not my role. That is appropriate—that is appropriate for a democratic entity like the Brisbane City Council—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—someone that—now, Councillor CASSIDY, I’ll take that interjection, because what you are talking about is North Korea. That’s the kind of Administration you would like to see—

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

LORD MAYOR:
—where the LORD MAYOR assumes the role of censor—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, please.


Councillor COOK, you have a point of order. Please—I trust that it is a genuine point of order and I ask that it be a point of order, not merely an opportunity for you to make a point. 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Will the LORD MAYOR please answer the question, which is: will you enforce this Council’s own rules and immediately take down this offensive petition?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue the answer.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. There are plenty of petitions with wording that many people will find offensive. There are plenty of petitions with wording that I have found offensive in the past, but do you know what? We live in a democracy, and people have the right to petition Council on anything they like—on anything they like.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
It is fascinating to hear the draconian response from those opposite where they would censor the residents of Brisbane and the LORD MAYOR would determine what petitions got up and what didn’t—what petitions people can put up on the website and what can’t. That has never been the role of the LORD MAYOR, and nor should it. It is anti-democratic.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
And it is fundamentally, fundamentally interfering in the role that independent Council officers rightly play—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—rightly play. We know that Councillor CASSIDY’s idea of strong leadership is North Korea.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillor CASSIDY, all Councillors, you want to hear the answer or not? Alright?

Councillor CASSIDY:
He’s not answering it.

Chair:
I disagree with you, Councillor CASSIDY. So, please, once again, I appreciate this is a very sensitive topic and I ask once more for courtesy from all Councillors, please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
The Council officers, when a question was raised on this particular petition, they didn’t come to a politician for advice; they sought legal advice, and that is the process that they go through. There’s no political interference in this process. So, they sought legal advice, and the legal advice came back and said that the petition was, while it may be offensive to some people, was consistent with petitions right across Council and in fact right across the State Government entity where right now you can have a look at the State Government’s website and you can see language which many people would find offensive about abortion and euthanasia, and that is up there on the State Government’s website right now. So, practice what you preach—
Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—practice what you preach—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

Are there any further questions?

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor COOK.

456/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Kara COOK moved, seconded by Councillor Jared CASSIDY, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Brisbane City Council immediately remove the petition titled ‘Ban LGBTIQ+ programs from Brisbane City Council libraries’, with the principal petitioner, Peter Haydon, of Runcorn, that closes on 13 June 2020, and the petition titled ‘Adult entertainment is not suitable for children’ with the principal petitioner, Wendy Francis, of Mitchelton, that closed on 31 January 2020, from the Council petition process. Further, that the LORD MAYOR personally issue a public apology to the LGBTIQ+ community on behalf of the Brisbane City Council for any offence and hurt caused by the publication of these petitions.

Chair:
Thank you. I trust—that’s quite lengthy—I trust that’s written?

Councillor COOK:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Is there enough copies for distribution?

Councillor COOK:
No, Mr Chair. I’ve got one.

Chair:
Alright. Of course, I’ll allow the urgency motion. 

I just want people to understand—do people understand the nature of the resolution proposed by Councillor COOK?

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Alright. Councillor COOK, you have three minutes to urgency, and of course I will remind you once again that the topic is urgency, not substance, is the point of the three minutes, please. 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This is an urgent matter before us today for a range of reasons. Firstly, the petitions remain on the Council website and in the Council petition processes. Mr Chair, the CEO of Council has not provided a substantive response to numerous requests to have these petitions removed in accordance with the Council guidelines for petitions. 


This is urgent today because these petitions make inaccurate and offensive statements about the LGBTIQ+ community. One of the petitions claims drag is highly offensive to females; another petition references paedophilia and demands an apology from the Council for allowing drag queens to read books to children. This is absolutely disgraceful, and for every day these petitions are not removed, the harm they cause is magnified.


This is urgent because the LORD MAYOR of this city, Adrian SCHRINNER, when asked today and on other days why he is allowing these petitions to remain, says—and I quote, ‘That it is obviously a subjective matter.’ This is appalling. This is a complete lack of leadership on these issues—

Chair:
Councillor COOK, again, much of this—

Councillor COOK:
This is urgent—

Chair:
No, you don’t speak while I speak, please. Much of what you’ve said is on the topic of urgency, as I asked, and I am always grateful for that. But I believe that you have now gone into the substance of the matter. Once again, back to urgency please.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This is urgent because it is not a subjective matter. There are crystal clear guidelines. It does not matter if they have not been used before. This situation is appalling. There are words that are used in those guidelines like respect, and that it must not contain any language which is offensive or likely to be offensive to any member of the public. These petitions are offensive. Thousands of people are offended, Mr Chair, and the LORD MAYOR will not listen.


Mr Chair, this is urgent because this LNP Council are burying their heads in the sand when it comes to protecting one of the most vulnerable groups of people in this city. This is urgent because we know that LGBTIQ+ community are twice as likely to experience anxiety disorders, three times as likely to experience depression and social phobias, five times more likely to experience major depressive episodes, and up to 14 times more likely to attempt suicide. 


Mr Chair, these health outcomes are directly related to experiences of stigma, prejudice, discrimination and abuse. These petitions are a direct example of the kinds of abuse and prejudice this community faces and should be removed.


Finally, Mr Chair, this is urgent because, in the words of the performers and organisers of Drag Queen Storytime—and I quote, ‘To see such contempt and hatred directed at our community is shocking. Knowing that the platform generating such hate has been organised and promoted by our leaders elected creates fear and mistrust in our community. We want to work towards a city—

Chair:
Councillor COOK, your time has expired.

Councillor COOK:
—that is free and—

Chair:
Alright, thank you, Councillors.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
I will now put the resolution for urgency.
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Public gallery, please do not vocalise into the room, please. You’re welcome to view this, but you’re not participants. Thank you.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Alright; are there any further questions? 

Councillor ATWOOD.
Question 3

Councillor ATWOOD:
My question is to the Chair of the Public and Active Transport and Economic and Tourism Development Committee, Councillor ADAMS. DEPUTY MAYOR, the Brisbane Metro is under way. Can you please give an update on why this Administration has the experience, leadership and ideas to lead Brisbane City Council?
Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor ATWOOD, for the question, because we do know, as the LORD MAYOR spoke about just a couple of minutes ago, that running Australia’s largest Council takes experience and ideas that keep pace with a growing city. You need a balanced budget to make sure you can deliver major infrastructure projects at the same time. This Administration is keeping the record of this mantra, and we are continuing to roll out projects and initiatives that are very, very key to shaping our growing city.


Of course, Brisbane Metro is a key part of this plan, and it is well under way. At the end of November, we signed off on the contract for the Brisbane Metro vehicles which we brought to Chambers, a crucial part of this project, which will see Brisbane residents get home quicker and safer in a clean, green vehicle. 


With top speeds of 90 kilometres per hour to navigate the busway and zero tailpipe emissions coming from the vehicle, the Metro vehicles really are an Australian first. 


Only a few weeks ago, initial demolition works began at the Brisbane Metro depot down at Rochedale—the LORD MAYOR and myself were out there on another steamy Brisbane day—a facility which will house Metro drivers and the entire Metro fleet. It will be equipped with state-of-the-art charging infrastructure. A depot of this size will be a nation first.


Then fast forward to this week, the first batch of early works are under way at South Brisbane for the Cultural Centre station. We’ve got drilling beginning with the lowering of a new pump station. Following this, the final intersection upgrade will start. We’ve already done many of the intersections around the South Brisbane and on the North Quay side, the final intersection will start, and we will see more and more activity as the months roll on. 


These are the works that I’m sure you’ve heard me ask ad nauseam for over the last 12 months from the State Government. Over a whole year—so we are very glad to finally get the State Government’s tick-off and get on with the project. We now have every level of government backing Brisbane Metro except the one lonely Labor Opposition on the other side of us here. 


Now, on the point of Brisbane Metro contracts and the progress on the project, I thought it interesting to note the Questions on Notice provided by the Opposition this week: list the companies which have been contracted for work on Metro; list the contracts that need to be filled for remaining work on the project; list the contingency for the project. 


Labor are clearly making sure their mayoral candidate knows what he’s talking about before he gets anywhere near a radio interview again. I think we all remember the train wreck—pardon the pun—Metro wreck of the interview last year where the candidate couldn’t deliver one matter of fact about the Metro project. I don’t know what the contracts are, but I think we’re locked into them. I can’t offer an alternative on the Metro. Well, I don’t know about the contracts—they’re secret. Well, they must be secret to him because Councillor CASSIDY hadn’t shared them, because they’ve all come to the Council Chamber.


There are just over 50 days until the next election, and it’s taken the Opposition nearly 1,460 days to get their heads around the project before they started talking about it publicly. The competency is a strikingly low point for the Labor Opposition. Voters need to be aware that Brisbane Metro is at risk with the Labor Opposition. 

Councillors interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I’ll take the interjection: is it a train? No. Is it a bus? No. It is a Metro vehicle, electric—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillors, please allow the DEPUTY MAYOR to be heard. 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
It’s a vehicle that has never been seen in Brisbane before, with zero tailpipe emissions, with infrastructure charging stations that will be a nation’s first, which is all you would expect from the cleanest, greenest and most sustainable city in this country, led by Team Schrinner. 

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillor STRUNK! 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. What Team Schrinner is going to do is getting on with the delivery of the Metro. We are going to get on with delivering the green bridges. We are going to get on with delivering Victoria Park and all the infrastructure that goes with that. Team Schrinner is the only option on 28 March with a credible plan for Brisbane. 


Our initiatives are costed. They have strong support from the community—

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—and we are determined to see their delivery to the end. Do not risk the Metro on those jokes.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Question 4

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. This Council has been rocked by allegations surrounding the Team Schrinner LNP Councillor for Pullenvale. Are you aware of any similar allegations about other Team Schrinner Councillors and what steps have you taken to satisfy yourself that none of your colleagues have been soliciting illegal donations from developers?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, for the question. Once again, when you have no ideas, you just have smear. True to form, Councillor CASSIDY really needs to get some new material here. This really is something that the people of Brisbane are increasingly seeing and just thinking this Opposition who want to be in Administration have nothing to offer except negativity and throwing mud.


The interesting thing is here, this is something that I’ve commented on in the past when it comes to Councillor RICHARDS, and I have nothing further to add. If there is any matter that anyone has, they should raise it through appropriate channels. So, asking a question in Question Time and speculating about something that you know nothing about is not the way to run Australia’s largest Council, and it’s not the way to present an alternative vision. So, I would simply say: no, in response to the question. No, I am certainly not aware of anything else. I am certainly not aware of any allegations.


If Councillor CASSIDY is in fact aware of any allegations, then he should take the appropriate action rather than trying to score some cheap political points. We have seen Councillor CASSIDY again and again, week after week, using innuendo, using all types of claims, and I’ll give you an example. This outrageous claim that he has made about Council contracts being awarded to close family members—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order. Relevance, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
This is a question about—

Chair:
No, Councillor—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—soliciting illegal developer donations, not about KMPs (key management personnel).

Chair:
I believe that the LORD MAYOR is on topic.


So, LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
I’m providing an example—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
I’m providing an example, Mr Chair, of where Councillor CASSIDY likes to ask questions laden with innuendo and smear, but he doesn’t actually want to hear the answers. So, that example I was providing previously, I said at the time, if Councillor CASSIDY has a concern, talk to the CEO, contact the CEO’s office, get the information that you’re seeking, and find the answer. Guess what? There’s nothing to see. Nothing to see here.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillor CASSIDY; you were just asking for a clear answer, and then whenever an answer is provided, you do talk all over top of it, you know. So, can you please the allow the answer to be made. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So, the important thing for Labor—and Councillor CASSIDY is asking a question laden with smear and innuendo—the important thing is not actually getting the answer, because they’re not interested in the answer; they just want to ask the question, that’s all. So, I’ve answered the question, and the answer is no, no. I repeat that, no. I am not aware of any. If Councillor CASSIDY is aware of anything, he should take the appropriate steps. In fact, he is obliged—he is obliged by law to take appropriate steps—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, please—

LORD MAYOR:
So I would simply say—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, don’t ignore me.

LORD MAYOR:
—rather than wasting everyone’s time with these political smear questions, laden with innuendo, if you have something, do something about it. If you don’t, well then, stop asking these political questions. 


This is nothing more than a political strategy from a team that has no idea, no leadership, a team that knows nothing about managing the largest city in Australia, and a team that has no policies, no plans for public transport, no plans to get people home quicker and safer, no plans to roll out an increased green space. They simply have this idea that, if they ask laden questions, or questions laden with innuendo, that they might get a few extra votes. Well, the people of Brisbane aren’t stupid. They aren’t stupid. You tried this last time. You tried to throw mud. You tried to use the CCC (Crime and Corruption Commission) as your political plaything, and guess what: it backfired, and it will again. It will again.


This is not just coming from me. The CCC themselves have actually indicated that they’ve had enough of being used as a political plaything for candidates seeking election. That is exactly what’s happening with Labor.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
I’ve predicted it since last year—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Why are your interjections so long? Like every time—this is not a speech, Councillor JOHNSTON. Please cease interjecting. I’ve warned you already. Please stop. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
If you want something to refer, then refer the question of why your Lord Mayoral candidate was a lobbyist on the lobbyist register until he was caught out and then quickly updated it by being named and shamed. This is a really good question that you might want to investigate because the interesting thing is—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Alright, okay. Councillor STRUNK!

LORD MAYOR:
There’s no innuendo here, it’s fact. It is fact. It is fact.

Chair:
Alright, okay. Everybody stop. Everybody stop.

LORD MAYOR:
You come with smear, I’ll come with facts.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR—everyone stop. Everybody stop, please. As I said, first meeting back for the year, everyone’s very keen to be here, I can tell, so please control your enthusiasm. 

LORD MAYOR, you’ve got 12 seconds.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I will continue to focus on the things that are important to Brisbane, and I ask Labor Councillors to do the same. 
Chair:
Are there further questions? 

Councillor TOOMEY.

Question 5

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor McLACHLAN. Over the recess, Council completed and opened a number of infrastructure projects across Brisbane. Can you please give us an overview of these completed projects, and this Administration’s commitment to getting residents home quicker and safer?
Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN.
Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to Councillor TOOMEY for the question. As we’ve already heard here today, this Administration is dedicated to delivering projects that will get residents home quicker and safer. While we’ve heard about a couple of the big ticket ones, we’ve delivered over 90 projects this term that have improved safety across our city’s traffic network. While many were at home over the Christmas period, a number of Council officers and contractors were working hard to deliver projects and to keep Brisbane running.


You will recall, Mr Chair, that before Council finished last year I went through an A to Z of the projects that were under way, and I don’t have the time today to go back to that A to Z guide, but I will go to a couple of those projects I’m sure other Councillors will be interested in, because we continued to complete and open projects across the city.


We’ve also undertaken consultation with residents on several projects like the proposed upgrade of the Montague Road and Victoria Street intersection which is scheduled to start construction this year. Further, residents continue to have their say as part of the North-West Transport Network study, and I’m advised that we’ve received over 2,000 submissions to date on that particular project.


Other projects of note from that period—and I’ll return to the Christmas theme—the Santa SAM—the speed awareness monitors rolled out for the second year in a row was well received by the community. That’s the SAM signs with the Santa motif which draws attention to that particular safety measure that we’ve introduced. The SAM program overall has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing those signs, with an average speed reduction of more than eight kilometres an hour across Brisbane since late 2013. There are 177 active SAM sites across Brisbane city which are rotated within the wards in consultation with local Councillors. 


We also rolled out the first WAM signs, the wildlife awareness monitors, during the recess period. So, six signs were installed at four locations across Brisbane as part of the Administration’s commitment to protecting and maintaining our city’s biodiversity while also improving road safety. It was great to hear that Councillor CUMMING is a fan of the WAM program, especially when he told the ABC that it’s a great new initiative, it does slow down the speed of vehicles going past sites as selected by Council experts—as selected by Council experts. So, great to hear Councillor CUMMING’s endorsement of the great advice that we do receive from Council’s experts, and I thank them for their advice that they always provide us on all these infrastructure projects.


Mr Chair, Councillor CUMMING was correct in saying that SAM and WAM programs slow down motorists. That’s what they do. The WAMs do this by functioning in a similar manner to the SAMs, and they use radar technology to provide oncoming traffic with a message that is responsive to the travelling speed. 


Mr Chair, some other projects that I’ll get to as quickly as I can. The Widdop Street upgrade in Nundah was championed by my friend on my left here, Councillor ALLAN, on behalf of residents who were concerned with safety at the intersection of Widdop Street and the Toombul Shopping Centre. This has been a long, long running thorn in the side of all residents on that side of the city. Prior to the upgrade, safety and congestion were serious issues, with Widdop Street carrying about 18,000 vehicles per day, and the Kedron Brook Bikeway carrying about 1,000 cyclists and 700 pedestrians per day. 


I am pleased to report to the Chamber that the upgrade included pedestrian safety measures such as a signalised crossing and an additional northbound lane on Widdop Street to help bus congestion. I am really pleased to also say that we introduced on this particular project a trial of technology which is activated by the cyclists as they approach the intersection, so rather than having to stop and press the button to change the lights, it’s activated by the bicycle crossing a loop further up from the intersection, and that is working well. I’m hoping that, subject to the report back on this trial, this will be rolled out elsewhere.


Mr Chair, the Waterworks Road upgrade in Ashgrove was completed in December, and that will help bus congestion in Brisbane’s north west between Stewart Road and Ashgrove Road. Waterworks Road hosts over 32,500 vehicle movements per day, which is one of our really busy roads. The Chatsworth‑Boundary-Samuel upgrade was delivered in December 2019 which will improve safety for motorists travelling through Camp Hill. We’ve completed recently the Raymont-Grange Road intersection in Grange. That’s great to see that project completed as well. 


All of these, Mr Chair, are aimed at getting motorists, our residents, home quicker and safer, and this Administration will continue to deliver on important infrastructure projects that benefit the residents of Brisbane, not just those projects that were finished, but for the next four years as well. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor SRI.

Question 6

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. As you are well aware, Council plays loud music in King George Square late at night to deter homeless people from sleeping in the sheltered area at the back of the square. I understand that you consider yourself to be a compassionate man, and someone who genuinely cares about people who have been screwed over by the current economic system. So, I want to ask you: how do you square this decision? How do you justify this decision to force vulnerable people out of a public space when they are seeking shelter?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor SRI. Well, I do think that it is not compassionate to allow people to sleep on the streets. I don’t think that is actually a compassionate response. I think that what is compassionate is to actually do something to get them the help they need. I’ve seen examples in cities around the world when a city doesn’t take action on homelessness, and there’s tent cities that pop up in parks. That is, if you ask me, an example of a city not taking action to address homelessness. 


Our approach is to invest more than any council has ever done before in a new grant program, the Pathways out of Homelessness, and I announced a $3 million commitment to that program, because we should be focused on getting people out of that situation, and that is definitely the focus of my Administration, and also the Council officers that walk around the streets each day, to make sure that they chat with people that are on the streets and try and get them the help to get out of the situation. That has got to be all of our focus.


So, simply just opening up all public spaces to allow people to sleep is not addressing the problem. We need to try and get people out of that situation. So, people do have the right to expect to be safe when they’re in our city, but we want to get them out of that situation. We want to work with the different agencies that are out there, the different community organisations and charities, and the Queensland State Government. 


We know that a big part of the problem is the lack of public housing, and that there’s a long waiting list, and I’ve heard—and I’m speaking from memory—24,000 Queenslanders on the public housing waiting list. So there’s issues that need to be addressed fundamentally here, but our priority should be to get people out of that situation rather than simply opening up all public spaces for people to sleep in. So, we have a responsibility to our community to make sure that public spaces are usable for the community, and we also have a responsibility to help people in need, and we’re doing that, and we will continue to do that.


These issues are complex in their nature. The more I talk to different people about it, the more I realise there’s no simple solutions. If there was a simple solution, there would be no homelessness in our city, and there would be no homelessness in other cities around the world. So, these are complex issues, and we take a compassionate approach as a city, but you can’t mistake opening our parks and public spaces so that people can sleep in them as being compassionate. That’s not the test of what’s compassionate. The test is: what are we doing to help them get out of that situation? That should be the true test, and that’s what we’ll continue to focus on.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor HUANG.

Question 7

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Field Services Committee, Councillor HOWARD. Given the recent wet and dry weather we have seen in Brisbane, creating the perfect conditions for mosquitoes, can you please tell us what Council is doing to control the mosquitoes in our city?
Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor HUANG for the question. Indeed, living in our beautiful subtropical city of Brisbane does come at a cost when we get into these hot and sticky days of Summer, and that cost is mosquitoes that thrive in our subtropical coast and wetlands. Fortunately for Brisbane, we have two expert entomologists leading the blitz against mosquitoes with helicopters and all-terrain vehicles despatched across Brisbane to target mosquito breeding hotspots.


We have done 11 aerial sprays so far this financial year, more than 14,000 hectares of mosquito breeding grounds, with our last spray undertaken just six days ago on Wednesday 29 January. Our entomologists expect that we may be deploying helicopters again soon with more than 100 millimetres of rain forecast for Brisbane this week, and high tides coming up on the weekend. 


Our aerial treatment program is supported by our ground crews which have recently been boosted by a new fleet of all-terrain vehicles, and a brand-new Argo which can drive into water and help treat difficult to reach areas. Our team are out and about year-round monitoring over 2,500 known mosquito breeding sites and spraying when needed. Of course, Council’s mosquito program ramps up as we approach mosquito season, and at the moment our teams are out every week day and on weekends as required, taking action to combat mosquitos and help keep our city liveable.


It’s a long-held position of this Administration that the budget is unlimited when it comes to managing mosquitos in this city. Council has budget $5.2 million for mosquito management this financial year, up from $4.9 million last financial year. I say again to those opposite who seem to have trouble paying attention to Council business that, whilst our $5 million is allocated for mosquito and pest management in this year’s budget, this figure is simply an estimate and place marker for book-keeping purposes. We will always allocate whatever resources and budget necessary to our mosquito program. Council is always able to respond immediately to any and all works identified by our two expert entomologists. 


As this Chamber is well aware, we remain the only council in Australia to employ two expert medical entomologists. Every and any request from these experts has been immediately responded to, and completely fulfilled. That has been and always will be the case. This is not new information. Councillor CASSIDY and those on the other side of the Chamber are well aware of this, or at least they should be. Officers tell me that Councillor CASSIDY has been briefed countless times in person, over the phone, by email, every which way, and he still seems to have trouble recalling the facts. They are quite frankly gazumped, and I don’t blame them. 


I encourage Councillor CASSIDY to take up the offers of our officers to go out on site to have a look. I know the LORD MAYOR’s been out and had a look around. I think Councillor ALLAN, you’ve been out with the LORD MAYOR, so through you, Mr Chair, can I encourage Councillor CASSIDY to take up the many offers that are being given.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, please stop interjecting and again repeating yourself, the same thing again and again and again. It’s tedious. You’ve made your point. Please be quiet once you’ve made your point. 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Through you, Mr Chair, I make the offer to Councillor CASSIDY if he would like to go on site, very happy. I’ll personally help him arrange to do that if that’s what’s necessary. Every year we have a budget that is handed down that comes into this place with all the facts and figures laid out for everyone to see. Every quarter, we have quarterly financial reports that lay out all of Council’s expenditure, plain as day, for everyone to see. 


Now, maybe Labor think that these documents are important to Council business, or they aren’t important—I don’t know. But paying attention to what is readily available to everyone will immediately tell them that the Council is always prepared to put whatever monies are necessary into this very important program. 


So, the reality is that Council has spent $4.79 million of a $4.94 million budget. I don’t know about you, but I’m having trouble finding a $1.1 million underspend there. So, Labor once again is making stuff up. So, through you, Mr Chair, Brisbane deserves better. We know that Team Schrinner is about managing the business of this city in the best way that it possibly can, and we absolutely know that we can trust this Team Schrinner to provide that funding that is necessary for mosquito control. 

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you.

Chair:
That concludes Question Time.

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE DURING RECESS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (Adoption report)

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report setting out the recommendations of the Establishment and Coordination Committee during the Summer Recess 2019-20, on matters usually considered by that Committee, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate?

LORD MAYOR.

Councillor MARX:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MARX.

Seriatim for debate and voting - Clause C
	At that time Councillor Kim MARX rose and requested that Clause C, CONTACT CENTRE TRANSITION‑IN SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT, be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.


Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, we’re moving through the other items first?

Chair:
Excuse me. We will do the general comments, then A, B and D first, and then C second and separate. 


LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Before I move to the formal items, I just wanted to make a couple of comments. First of all, welcome back everyone to Council. With two meetings scheduled before the caretaker period, I know they were always going to be interesting meetings, but as a general observation though about what’s happened over the Summer period, it’s been a challenging start to the year for the community, with the year ending with drought and bushfire, and beginning with bushfire in many cases, and then just recently some parts of our State suffering from floods and storm damage, and then obviously in recent weeks with the challenges around the Coronavirus and the concern in the community locally and around the world about that.


It is, no doubt, a challenging start to the year, but the thing that I have observed which has been really reassuring is the way that the community comes together in response to these challenges. It is something that we should encourage and support, and really get out there on the front foot to thank the community and the generosity that has been displayed in response to both drought and bushfires and other natural disasters has been incredible. 


I don’t think I’ve ever recalled a time when I’ve seen so much money raised by the community in such a short period of time, and it has been absolutely fantastic. That is the Australian spirit. It’s the Queensland spirit, and the Brisbane spirit coming together to support each other in times of need, and that is absolutely something that makes me so proud, and something that we should support and encourage. 


On the other issue that I mentioned, the Coronavirus and the concern that’s out there in the community, obviously this has got a lot of media coverage. It is something that is rightly causing concern, but it is something that we should all view in a way that doesn’t generate even more panic or concern. I think there’s enough of that out there at the moment. We need to be measured in our response. I know for a fact that there are already many parts of our community that are feeling impacts of this virus, even though the virus hasn’t hit the community. For example, our multicultural communities, in particular our Chinese and Asian communities, have been the subject of a number of fake health alerts, some discrimination and racism, and that is something that I know we all stand united in resisting. 


The number of Chinese New Year functions and Lunar New Year functions that I’ve attended, and I’ve known that other Councillors in this Chamber have attended, has been something that has given me heart, because if we allow fear to govern our response here, if we allow panic to govern our response, people will look to us and that will be their response too. If their leaders are staying away, if their leaders are cancelling functions, then they will rightly be concerned, and that panic will only grow. 


So, we’ve been very clear to make sure that the Lunar New Year functions that Council supports are going ahead. The only reason that would change would be if we had advice from the State Government Health Department or the Chief Health Officer or Medical Officer otherwise. We would obviously take that advice seriously, but at this point it is business as usual. 


We should celebrate the start of the Lunar New Year. We should celebrate the contribution our multicultural communities, in particular our Asian communities, make to our city. We should also go and support businesses in places like Sunnybank where we know it is a multicultural hub for our community. 


One of the first things I noticed when I took the family out to Yum Cha the other weekend was how quiet Sunnybank was, and that is disappointing because that really does have an impact on local businesses. I know we’ve since seen the Premier as well getting out there, so across all levels of government, across all parties, this is something that we should all be focused on—supporting our communities, sticking together, and making sure that people know that right now panic will not achieve anything. Certainly, blaming sections of the community is completely unfair and outrageous. This is not something that anyone is to blame for. It is something we need to be careful of. It is something we need to manage, and the health authorities are doing a fantastic job from what I can see in managing this situation.


In terms of our Council staff, once again I’m aware that there is concern amongst Council staff about what will happen next. The latest advice from Queensland Health is to confirm that there is no need to panic; there is no need, for example, to come to work wearing face masks. The advice is very clear, which is: if you have been travelling to certain countries within the last 14 days, you should self-exclude. If you are feeling unwell, you should go to your doctor, but other than that, there is no need to panic. 


We obviously at all times should make sure we practise good hygiene practices, and it’s even more important now. This is just some basic stuff that we can do to help the situation. But ultimately, with the support for our drought-affected communities, with the support for the bushfire-affected communities, we need to translate that into support for each other during this time with the challenge of the current Coronavirus. I think that Australian spirit, where we all stick together and we help each other, we need to remember that as well as we approach this next challenge.


As we usually do when it comes to lighting up Council assets, we are supporting some important events and giving acknowledgement to important community groups and organisations and the work they do. We are well aware that today is World Cancer Day, and it is the 20th anniversary of World Cancer Day. Today we’re lighting up Reddacliff Place, Victoria Bridge, City Hall and the Story Bridge in blue and orange to support World Cancer Day. 


We thank the Cancer Council for the work that they have been doing for many, many years to support the families of people that have been affected by cancer to raise money and raise awareness, and help us all achieve a future where we see cancer diminishing and eventually a cancer-free society. So, it was great to be out there with the Cancer Council this morning together with many other Councillors, and I thank the Leader of the Opposition and Labor Councillors for being present as well. 


Friday we will commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Queensland Homicide Victims Support Group, and Victoria Bridge, Reddacliff Place and Story Bridge will be lit up in red, green, blue and yellow to show our support. The Queensland Homicide Victims Support Service offers free 24-hour support, personal advocacy and information to all people affected by homicides in Queensland, regardless of age, gender, culture or religion.


Going forward, I think we should continue to do what we can as a community and as a Council to support those Lunar New Year functions, and I look forward to seeing you all out. I know I’ll be out at one tonight after Council, and there’s many more coming. It’s really important that we all come together at this time.


Moving to the formal items, so items A and B, the lease of premises for the Doboy and Moorooka Ward offices, Council has occupied the current premises for the Doboy Ward office at 1181 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, since 1994, and the Doboy Ward office has been in that location since then. The current lease commenced in July 2016, and is set to expire in the middle of this year, on 30 June. 


The lease agreement included options for two further four-year terms and, if approved by Council, the first extension would commence on 1 July 2020 and expire on 30 June 2024. The first extension requires Council to provide notice to the lessor not less than three months prior, so we’re taking this action now to make sure we can provide that notice. Council officers have undertaken a review and recommended that the lease be extended, and that the ward office to remain where it is and has been since 1994. I note that the local Councillor, Councillor ATWOOD, has been consulted, and supports the officers’ recommendation. 


With the Moorooka Ward office, the current premises located at 122 Beaudesert Road, Moorooka, has been in place since, I understand, July 2004—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

457/2019-20
At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista Adams), seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. I was mentioning the current Moorooka Ward office has been in place since July 2004, and it has functioned as the Moorooka Ward office since that time. The lease expires on 14 August this year, and includes an option to extend for a further four-year term, which would commence on 15 August 2020 and expire on 14 August 2024. 


As with the Doboy Ward office, the lease requires Council to provide notice not less than three months prior to the expiry of the lease of our intention either to stay or to move on. So, Council officers have undertaken a review and recommended that the lease be extended for the ward office to remain in place as it has done since 2004. 


Item D is the detailed listing of the contracts and tendering accepted by delegates for November last year. As has been my practice, I’m not going to read out the details of every contract that comes through. The information is there for you to see. If Councillors have particular questions about any of those, they are also entitled to request the files and request information about those contracts. So, this one will proceed through in the normal manner. 


But, once again, it demonstrates all of the things that we’re doing across the city to deliver better outcomes for residents, the projects, we’re delivering, the services that we are providing as a Council that are all focused on making sure we deliver a better Brisbane and do the things out there in the suburbs, on the streets, that matter to the people of Brisbane. So, these contracts are delivering on that priority for us. 


I would also remind people that, through our procurement processes, we are very much focused on, wherever possible, giving support to local businesses here in Brisbane and in South East Queensland with our policy that came into effect on 1 July of supporting local providers. So, we have a clear target hat has been provided to the procurement section of Council that we want to see an average of 80% of contracts going to local South East Queensland businesses, and we continue to strive towards that target. There are some months where we exceed that target; there are some months where we’re just under, but definitely we’ll continue to strive to get that 80% of contracts, and I think that is a good thing. 


It is something being well received by the community and well received by local business as well who appreciate that focus on the local benefits of projects. It is interesting that the discussion that we’ve seen in recent times about procurement with milk at the State Government level, and whether Maleny Dairies should have been chosen. I know that here in Brisbane we have a milk factory right close to the city over at South Brisbane employing local people, producing milk for local schools and for Council as well. 

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Well, this is the thing, Councillor CUMMING—I’ll take that interjection—it is important that we make the assessment on where the benefits go, because there may well be an overseas owned company that provides real benefits to local people. So, we have to consider that in our procurement. So, when it comes to the milk factory at South Brisbane, they are employing local people to work in that factory. They are buying milk from Queensland farmers to produce in that factory, and there are clear local benefits. 


So, it may not always be the case that the company itself is owned by locals, but we look at the benefits as well to local residents, to local workers, to the local community, and also the supply chain as well with local businesses involved in that. So, this is something we’ll continue to work towards, and something that we really have a focus on when it comes to making sure that Brisbane is Australia’s most small business friendly city.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Seriatim - Clause D
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause D, CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR NOVEMBER 2019, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Chair:
For voting alone?

Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes, just voting. On item A and B, the two leases for the new—well, not new ward offices, new leases for the existing ward offices, we’ll be supporting those items. 


When it comes to item D, the LORD MAYOR has said that he won’t go into any more detail upfront about what is $132,880,968 worth of Council expenditure, public expenditure, on projects. Some of these are, sure, absolutely fantastic. When you’ve got one line in here of what is publicly accessible documents, we think there should be much more transparency for the people of Brisbane. So, we won’t be voting in favour of these contracts.

Chair:
Further speakers?


DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I’m happy to go through the contracts and tendering for the benefit of the Chambers. Councillor CASSIDY said the LORD MAYOR wasn’t going through them, but the Chairs can go through them. So, with the contracts and tendering at item D within my portfolio, we have the bus services in the Bracken Ridge, Deagon, Brighton and Inala area. Council has an ongoing requirement for the provisions of bus services in these areas under our contract with TransLink. The long-term contracts with Hornibrook and the South West Service will expire on 30 June 2020. 


To ensure business continuity and stability, given an election falling within that anticipated tender period, we are seeking a 12-month extension on that contract, and that is reflected in that report today. TransLink have approved us doing this by written confirmation on 18 December last year. Following the end of the extension of the contract, Council will then go to market to undertake the traditional tender for the services. 


We also had the Transport Incident Management Solution, or Telematics contract, which is required to meet our contractual requirements under our bus contract again with TransLink. Telematics is being used to provide basic local information such as GPS location, direction of travel, speed information, to really confirm our proof of service. So, TransLink are making sure that we’re sticking to those KPIs that we actually did in a Committee presentation at the end of last year, in my Committee.


As part of this, Council is also improving safety, customer and driver outcomes by incorporating way finding for operators and electronic driver sign on and pre‑start checklist as a part of the Telematics platform. As TransLink was requiring Council to install this technology, they have agreed to pay for its installation, and once complete, Council will seek reimbursement of the costs associated with the installation. Aliva is the successful company on this occasion as they have readily available technology, the ability to meet the project deadlines and integration with our existing Council systems.


The last one within my portfolio is the Toowong bus depot workshop roof stage 2 which is exactly that. It’s part 2 of the works under way to replace the end of life roof sheeting on the top of the Toowong depot roof. That includes the installation of solar panels, as you would expect in the cleanest, greenest, and most sustainable city in Australia. Work begins in early January. It will take around four months to complete. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, sorry. I thought Councillor ADAMS might go a bit longer than that, but no. I rise to speak on items A, B and D. I think C is separate. Just with respect to A and B, the lease for the premises of the Moorooka Ward office, it’s good that from time to time these matters come up for discussion here in Council, because for the past four years I’ve been of a view that the Fairfield Library should be expanded and my office could be relocated. I’m right at one end of the ward where I am now, and upgrading the Fairfield Library has been a significant commitment of mine over the past 10 years, and it’s one that I’m continuing.


I certainly see it would make an excellent space for expansion of Fairfield Library, and it gives me hope that Council is considering leases for our Ward offices in Doboy and Moorooka Ward, a renewal of those here in this case, and they’re paying sort of fairly substantial rents for both of those. So I just flag with Council and the LORD MAYOR and the CEO who’s sitting here, I won’t be giving up on this. Expansion of the Fairfield Library is something that my community strongly supports. Expanding the library would be excellent, and then like you have in Moorooka and Doboy, we could look at leasing new premises for the Tennyson Ward office elsewhere in the ward. 


I’m very sorry to say that, unfortunately, there’s a lot of vacant shops in a few of the high streets in my ward, so there’s unfortunately plenty of opportunity for an alternate location. So, certainly I note those two lease renewals that I just say we should be looking at innovative ways to expand our library services, and I believe that extra space at Fairfield would be really welcome, and I am very happy to give up my office and find somewhere else to work.


Just with respect to item D, the contracts and tendering, there are a couple of things on here that I just want to mention. Firstly, I note the $37 million allocation for the construction of the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. That’s part of the $60 million—$60 million project, which includes 750 metres of bridge. It’s just eye-watering. I want to put on the record again my concerns with the linkages to the southside of Brisbane. 


Firstly, a staircase is not an appropriate access point, and at the moment the proposal includes a staircase down to the bikeway off the Walter Taylor Bridge. Now, this Council wants to spend $60 million on a piece of bikeway infrastructure of which I think we need a version of, like, I just don’t think Council’s got this right at all. But there is no improvement for any Walter Taylor Bridge users. They will have to use an extremely steep staircase that comes down to a T-intersection with this Riverwalk that they’re going to build. It is dangerous; it is improper; it is a poor design, and I’ve been saying it since this project was first brought up.


Secondly, I know Council has combined stages 1 and 2, which means that there is a connection now off the Jack Pesch Bridge to the new Riverwalk through the park at the old Army Barracks. However, I saw something really interesting on the State Government’s bike plans for the sort of Kangaroo Point, I think it is, area. There’s this lovely kind of merge for the cyclists, whether they’re going left or right. Again—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order. 

Chair:
Point of order; DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
This is a contract for the first payment. It’s not re-arguing what the actual design is of the bridge.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Let me deal with one at a time. 

Look, in the end, I’ll allow Councillor JOHNSTON to make her general comments. 

Councillor SRI, it was you, wasn’t it? Are you fine? 

Okay, Councillor JOHNSTON, please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. I am discussing the substantive delivery of this project which Council is—we’re being asked to approve here today $37 million of expenditure, and I’m just saying why I think these things—it’s a gob-smacking amount of money, and that’s just over half the budget. It’s $60 million all up, and there’s a staircase for my residents. I don’t think that’s okay. I mean, Councillor ADAMS wants to shut this discussion down. That’s just awful.


Anyway, there’s a hard T-intersection for again residents who come off the Jack Pesch Bridge as well, and they’ll have to come to a stop for the cross traffic. So I think that that—and this is, I mean it’s, what, three years ago I put all this in my submission. But the bigger problem is now Council say, well, people can use the Jack Pesch Bridge, but no they can’t, because they cannot get to it. 


On the approach to the Jack Pesch Bridge, on Wharf Street in Chelmer, there is a staircase. It is unfortunate, because of the way there is an embankment along there. So, there is just no safe access for people on an off-road path either using the Walter Taylor Bridge or the approach to the Jack Pesch Bridge. Now, the big pelotons will be fine. They’ll be able to manage on the road, but the biggest issue we have is, if we’re going to invest in infrastructure which is designed to improve active travel, it has to work for all abilities. 


We have a huge number of school children who cross the bridge to get to the private schools on either side, but particularly kids going from the southside to the northside to access St Peters, Indooroopilly State High, which is their catchment, and around to Nudgee Junior or Ambrose Treacy, as it’s now known; then there’s Holy Family—you name it, there’s so many kids going across that bridge every day going to school. Those kids are not confident necessarily on the street, and they need dedicated off-road pathways. 


Those kids should not have to negotiate staircases on principal bike routes. Those kids should not have to negotiate staircases as part of a $60 million Council project. I note Councillor ADAMS saying this is just the allocation of the money. Don’t allocate this money until these design flaws are fixed. This project, if it going to work, has to—it has to make sure that people on the southside of the river can use it, not just people on the northside. I can tell you the BUG’s not entirely happy with it, the Cycling Queensland people weren’t happy with it; okay, they’re not happy with me saying $60 million is a lot of money, but honestly, it’s a ridiculous amount of money.


All I want is to make sure that residents who will access this infrastructure from the southside of the river have safe access points that do not involve staircases. I don’t want to see accidents happen. I want to see people with safe access off road. So, I note that this Council is allocating $37 million, and I just remind everybody that it’s for staircase access to a bikeway for residents from the southside of the river.


The other option of course is that, to get to the Jack Pesch Bridge, the kids have to go under—there’s no footpath at all under the Bridge Street underpass. That is where a pedestrian was killed last year. There’s no safe cycling infrastructure or off-road infrastructure there at all, and the minute they get to the end of that street, they’re hitting staircases on the road. I just—I don’t—I don’t understand why Council looks at these things in isolation. Well, I do. It’s all about politics to them. This was supposed to be a—what?—five or eight million dollar project to save Julian Simmonds, and now suddenly it’s a $60 million white elephant of a project that only services—

Chair:
Excuse me, Councillor JOHNSTON; please, Councillors—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—one side of the river.

Chair:
—if you have a private conversation here, please take it into the corridor and allow all Councillors to be heard in silence. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m just sorry—it looks like the DEPUTY MAYOR is ignoring you, Mr Chairman. I thought you might want to do something about that. No?

Chair:
Your clock is on, right, so you can speak if you wish. You can stand there in silence if you wish.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I know. When you speak, I listen, and I heard you say take your private conversations outside.

Chair:
No, no, Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, I know that—look, I appreciate—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
But it looks like the DEPUTY MAYOR didn’t.

Chair:
I appreciate a joke as much as the next person—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The DEPUTY MAYOR didn’t. I thought you might want to repeat it.

Chair:
—but even right now while I’m speaking, you’re speaking over me, so it kind of disproves the point you’re just making. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, yes, a bit like the DEPUTY MAYOR ignoring you.

Chair:
So, as I said, as I said—you see, again, you said you don’t speak when I’m speaking. You do it again and again. Now, if you wish to continue speaking, you may. You have 57 seconds.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, excellent. I think I will. Thank the DEPUTY MAYOR for demonstrating to all of Brisbane why these rules only apply to one side of the Chamber. So, look, I just want to say that this project can be better. This is an extraordinary amount of money, and it needs to be done in the way that best services all Brisbane residents, not just those on the northside of the river.


I also note that the lease in here for the Mt Coot-tha to Jimmy’s on the Mall, the Mantel Group, I had concerns about this last year, and they’ve only deepened extraordinarily with the reports in the paper about underpayment of staff. I heard on the news the other night that now it’s not going to be open for another year. I honestly don’t know what this Administration is doing. How long is Mt Coot‑tha going to be closed?

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired. 


Are there any further speakers? Anyone at all? 


Councillor HAMMOND.
Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I rise to speak on item D, and just to correct the record from the previous speaker. There is options, but first of all, I’ll say the West BUG are fully supportive of this project and the route from Chelmer is under the bridge. I think the Councillor is getting a tad confused with the Walter Taylor Bridge where there is stairs, where the bikeway infrastructure is the Jack Pesch Bridge where I’ve googled it as well as having a look at the map. There is a shared bikeway on both sides of that bridge. Yes, there is stairs; however, that’s an option for pedestrians at that point. 


So, I would like to make it very, very clear on the record: there is a shared pathway on the southside. I think the good Councillor is getting confused with Walter Taylor Bridge. It is the John Pesch Bridge—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND:
—Jack Pesch Bridge, sorry, that is the—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, that was completely inappropriate. Just because you’ve made an error and are uncomfortable having it pointed out does not mean you get to shout out across the room, alright? Please allow the speaker to be heard in silence. 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
So, again, there is a shared pathway where cyclists can use, and again, the West BUG group are fully supportive of this project and the route from Chelmer—the route from Chelmer is under the bridge. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN: 
Thank you, Mr Chair; I rise briefly to speak on items A, B and D before us. The lease of the premises for A and B, the matters before us for the lease of premises for the Doboy and Moorooka Ward offices, I’m not too sure how that segued into a discussion about the Tennyson Ward office, but anyway, I guess anything is possible as soon as you mention the word ward office, you can say anything you like about any ward office in the city. But, be that as it may, I’ll stick to what these items are actually about, which was the renewal of leases at two ward offices—the Doboy Ward office and the Moorooka Ward office.


I don’t believe there’s anything controversial about these. These are offices that have been occupied for these purposes for quite some time, respectively the Doboy Ward and the Moorooka Ward offices. I think the local Councillors are both supportive of continuing their location, which I’m sure they’ve become in both instances well entrenched in those locations. They are subject to discussions with the owners, the landlords respectively, about the market rates, and that will be negotiated. But these are the recommendations that have come to the Council from the officers, and Council will pay the appropriate rental to the owners of the properties, and these premises will continue as the ward offices for the Doboy Ward and the Moorooka Ward for the foreseeable future.


Mr Chair, just in relation to one of the items in contracts and tendering at item D, I’ll briefly talk about one item there, and that is the submission concerning the lease and operation of the Summit Restaurant, Mt Coot-tha café, at Mt Coot‑tha. This is a lease like a lot of our leases are on properties that went out to tender, and that was open—the tender for these leases opened in May last year and closed in June, 5 June last year. 


Council officers received seven responses for the tender; undertook an assessment through a two-stage evaluation. Two tenderers were short-listed for further assessment before a recommendation was based on the offer from the proponent, and that recommendation was taken here to Council in November last year. It was, as Councillors are aware, delegated to the CEO by the resolution of Council, and the Council officers, I am advised, are now working with the proponent, and the current operators in the interim to ensure a smooth transfer of operations. 


So, that’s the story in relation to that particular lease. It is scheduled to begin on 1 March 2020, but it remains subject to approval of trustee leases from the Queensland Government, but it will be a lease that lasts for a period of 20 years. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


There being none, LORD MAYOR.

On items A, B and D. 


I will now put those items. Firstly, A and B together.

Clause A and B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A and B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
Now, item D.

Clause D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause D of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:
AYES: 21 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Nicole JOHNSTON.
NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.
Chair: 
Now, item C.


LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.
Declaration of real or perceived Conflict of Interest in Clause C – CONTACT CENTRE TRANSITION‑IN SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT – The LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.
LORD MAYOR:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016. Further, I attended the Royal Flying Doctor Service Wings for Life charity ball on 27 July 2019 as a guest of Telstra. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Mr Chair, I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016. I also accepted two tickets offered by Telstra for the State of Origin match played at Suncorp Stadium on Wednesday 5 June 2019.

Chair:
Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Point of order, Mr Chair. I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor MARX:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Chair:
Councillor MACKAY. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Point of order, Chair. I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016. 

Councillor DAVIS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016. 

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor HUANG:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor MATIC:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor HOWARD:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor ALLAN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016.

Chair:
I also declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Optus Networks Pty Ltd made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,000 in February 2016. 


Are there any conflicts of interest that need to be declared in relation to this matter? 


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chairman, I just seek your advice on this matter. I note that Councillor RICHARDS said that she was still a member of the LNP. There are media reports available in local media publications indicating that Councillor RICHARDS is running as an Independent in her ward. I don’t know if they are correct or not. It’s the February report of the local Bulletin. I would just like to clarify whether or not if that’s correct—

Chair:
Okay, thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and just confirm it.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. I accept Councillor RICHARDS’ declaration as it is. 


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY: 
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I declare a conflict of interest in the E&C Clause C. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. Telstra Corporation Limited donated $5,500 on 16 September 2019, $1,760 on 6 June 2018, and $1,760 on 17 May 2017 to the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. I have also personally received gifts from Telstra including various tickets, most of which have been passed directly on to community groups. All have been declared on my register of interests, except for one ticket to the Telstra box for State of Origin game 1, 2019, which has also been declared, but I kept for myself. 

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. Telstra Corporation Limited made a donation to the Australian Labor Party on 16 September 2019 for $5,500 and of $1,760 on 6 June 2018 and $1,760 on 17 May 2017.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you. I declare an interest in Clause C. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the ALP. Telstra Corporation Limited made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, the Queensland branch, on 16 September 2019 for $5,500 and also made a donation on 6 June 2018 for $1,760 and for the same amount, $1,760 on 17 May 2017.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I declare a conflict of interest in Clause C. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. Telstra Corporation Limited made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, State of Queensland, on 16 September 2019 for $5,500, and they made a donation on 6 June 2018 for $1,760, and a further donation for $1,760 on 17 May 2017.

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, I declare a conflict of interest in item C, Clause C. I’m a member of the Australian Labor Party, Queensland, who received three donations, the first one from—sorry, I didn’t have quite the name of the company here. It had Telstra instead. I’ve got Telstra stuck in my brain now. The Optus Corporation—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
Is it Telstra? I thought it was Optus—sorry. 

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
Oh, sorry.

Chair:
That’s alright, mate; that’s alright.

Councillor STRUNK:
My apologies, Mr Chair—from the Telstra Corporation on 16 September 2019 for $5,500; a further donation on 6 June 2018 for $1,760, and an additional $1,760 on 17 May 2017. Thank you.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, as a majority of the Councillors—excuse me, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I don’t believe it’s a conflict of interest, but Telstra did provide my office with tickets which we provided to the community. This is to a movie last year. I did check with Pip Hold at the time and she said I did not have to declare them as we did not use them.

Chair:
I just think that—I think you might have a—under the new rules, that may have been true at the time, but under the new rules, I think you must declare properly. Would you like a set of words provided to you to assist you?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
What words?

Chair:
You actually have to declare it. You can’t say I don’t think I do. I believe that now you’ve said that, you do, so you have to declare the conflict, please. It’s pretty painless, Councillor JOHNSTON, I assure you.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Absolutely.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Could I just help clarification? I didn’t attend the tickets for the State of Origin either, but I was absolutely informed I must declare that I accepted a gift.

Chair:
I think under the circumstances, Councillor JOHNSTON, a very simple declaration would be satisfactory and in your interests.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I declare that Telstra provided community members in Tennyson Ward via my office with tickets to the movies I think on two occasions about two years ago. I want to make sure that none of them were accepted by me, but they were provided to the community via my office. If that’s a conflict of interest, I’m putting it on the record.
Chair:
LORD MAYOR, as a majority of the Councillors present have declared a conflict of interest in the matter, may I please have a motion about the delegation of this matter to a relevant delegate in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.
458/2019-20
At that juncture, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that as a majority of Councillors present have declared a conflict of interest in this matter, deciding this matter be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.
Chair:
Is there any debate?

LORD MAYOR.
Chair:
Further debate? 

There being none, I’ll invite LORD MAYOR—do you wish to sum up? No?


Debate is concluded.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:
That matter is now delegated.
The report read as follows(
A
LEASE OF PREMISES FOR THE DOBOY WARD OFFICE

112/445/444/580-02
459/2019-20
1.
The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.

2.
Council’s lease for the Doboy Ward Office, located at 5E, 1181 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, expires on 30 June 2020 and includes options for two further four-year terms, the first of which commences on 1 July 2020 and expires on 30 June 2024.

3.
Under the terms of the lease, Council may elect to take up the first option term by providing notice to the lessor not less than three months prior to the expiry of the current term on 30 June 2020.

4.
The rental for the option term is subject to a review to the greater of the current rental payable under the lease of $42,616.46 (excluding GST) per annum and the market rental for the premises as at the commencement date of the option term as determined by a valuation. A locality plan is provided at Attachment B (submitted on file).

5.
Exercising the option to take up the first of the two further four-year terms from 1 July 2020 will save Council the cost of fitting out a new ward office and the costs of relocation.  

6.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

7.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE EXERCISING THE FOUR-YEAR OPTION TERM OVER EXISTING PREMISES FOR THE DOBOY WARD OFFICE, LOCATED AT 5E, 1181 WYNNUM ROAD, CANNON HILL:

(A)
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LEASE TERMS SHEET, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file)

(B)
OTHERWISE ON TERMS AND CONDITIONS SATISFACTORY TO THE ASSET PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT MANAGER, ASSET MANAGEMENT, BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE, AND THE CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL, CITY LEGAL, CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE.
ADOPTED

B
LEASE OF PREMISES FOR THE MOOROOKA WARD OFFICE

112/445/444/582-05

460/2019-20

8.
The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.

9.
Council’s lease for the Moorooka Ward Office at Unit 2, 122 Beaudesert Road, Moorooka, expires on 14 August 2020 and includes an option for a further four-year term that commences on 15 August 2020 and expires on 14 August 2024.  

10.
Under the terms of the lease, Council may elect to take up the option term by providing notice to the lessor not less than three months prior to the expiry of the current term on 14 August 2020. A locality plan is provided at Attachment B (submitted on file).

11.
The commencing rental for the option term is the current annual rental of $59,171.70 (excluding GST) increased by the greater of the Consumer Price Index or three per cent. 

12.
Exercising the option to take up the further four-year term from 15 August 2020 will save Council the cost of fitting out a new ward office and costs of relocation.

13.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

14.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE EXERCISING THE FOUR-YEAR OPTION TERM OVER EXISTING PREMISES FOR THE MOOROOKA WARD OFFICE, LOCATED AT UNIT 2, 122 BEAUDESERT ROAD, MOOROOKA:

(A)
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LEASE TERMS SHEET, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file)
(B)
OTHERWISE ON TERMS AND CONDITIONS SATISFACTORY TO THE ASSET PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT MANAGER, ASSET MANAGEMENT, BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE, AND THE CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL, CITY LEGAL, CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE.
ADOPTED

D
CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR NOVEMBER 2019

109/695/586/2-04

461/2019-20

24.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

25.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

26.
Sections 238 and 239 of City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.

27.
Council has previously delegated some powers to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. Council made these delegations to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer.

28.
City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: (1) Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract under this chapter worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website; (2) the relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months; and (3) also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: (a) the person with whom Council has entered into the contract; (b) the value of the contract; and (c) the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).

29.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

30.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR NOVEMBER 2019, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

	Details of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for November 2019

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender price/value for money index (VFM) achieved
	Nature of arrangement/ estimated maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/

approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE
	
	
	
	

	1. Contract No. 511133

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION SERVICES
Category 1 – Ecosystem Restoration Services

Aust Care Environmental Services Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 91.00
Citywide Service Solutions Pty Ltd trading as Citywide

Achieved VFM of 89.50

Davanco Environmental Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 89.00

Ecosure Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 87.50

Austspray Environmental Weed Control Pty Ltd trading as Austspray Environmental

Achieved VFM of 87.00

Ausecology Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 86.50

SEQ Sustainable Eco Enterprises Pty Ltd trading as Regen Australia

Achieved VFM of 85.50

Oxley Creek Catchment Association Inc.

Achieved VFM of 80.50
Brisbane Bushcare Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 80.50
Evolve Environmental Solutions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 80.50

Biodiversity Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 77.50

Terra Regenerators Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 75.00
Toolijooa Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 73.50

The Trustee for the Hosking Family Trust trading as Bushcare Services

Achieved VFM of 71.50

Bulimba Creek Catchment Co-ordination Committee trading as B4C – Bulimba Creek Catchment

Achieved VFM of 70.00

Category 2 – Vegetation Condition Audits

Ten Rivers Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 89.50

Ecosure Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 87.50

CO2 Australia Ltd

Achieved VFM of 87.50

Austspray Environmental Weed Control Pty Ltd trading as Austspray Environmental

Achieved VFM of 87.00

Citywide Service Solutions Pty Ltd trading as Citywide

Achieved VFM of 86.00

SEQ Sustainable Eco Enterprises Pty Ltd trading as Regen Australia

Achieved VFM of 85.50

Ausecology Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 83.00

Natura Pacific Pty Ltd (Natura Pacific)

Achieved VFM of 82.00

Oxley Creek Catchment Association Inc

Achieved VFM of 80.50

Brisbane Bushcare Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 80.50

Evolve Environmental Solutions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 80.50

Biodiversity Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 77.50

Toolijooa Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 73.50
	Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) (Panel Arrangement)

$23,000,000

(over the potential maximum five‑year term of the CPA)


	Category 1 – Ecosystem Restoration Services

Habitat Restorations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 60.50

The World As I Am Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 58.00

The Trustee for Australian Environmental Landscapes Unit Trust trading as Australian Environmental Landscapes Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 52.00

Category 2 – Vegetation Condition Audits

Niche Environmental and Heritage Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 61.50

Habitat Restorations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 60.50


	Not applicable (N/A)

Indicative rates submitted by each tenderer were incorporated into the VFM scores.
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

19.11.2019

Start

19.04.2020

Term

Three years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years.

	2. Contract No. 511096, 511097

LEASE AND OPERATION OF A CAFÉ AND RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 1012 SIR SAMUEL GRIFFITH DRIVE, MT COOT-THA

Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd – Comparative tender price included in weighted evaluation score
Achieved the highest VFM scores of 96.5% (café), 96.5% (restaurant)
	Revenue arrangement – lease and operation

$20,000,000
	Shortlisted offer not recommended
Bellissimo Coffee Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM scores of 67% (café), 60% (restaurant)

Offers not recommended

Table of Four Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM scores of 67% (café), 70% (restaurant)

James Heron

Achieved VFM scores of 60% (café), 60% (restaurant)

Queensland Catering

Achieved VFM scores of 26% (café), 26% (restaurant)

Non-conforming offers

Intabread Pty Ltd

Tenterfield Viet-Thai Restaurant
	N/A (Comparative tender price included in weighted evaluation score)
	Delegate

Delegated to CEO by resolution of Council

289/2019-20 in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.

Approved

07.11.2019

Start

1 March 2020 (subject to Queensland Government approval of trustee leases over the land)

Term

20 years each lease.

	3. Contract No. 520541

PROVISION OF FIRE PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS SERVICES

Category A – Overall Fuel Hazard Assessments

Ten Rivers Pty Ltd – $19,435

Achieved VFM of 43.01

Category B – Significant Tree Surveys

Ten Rivers Pty Ltd – $114,816

Achieved VFM of 70.37

Category C – Bushfire Management Plans

Ten Rivers Pty Ltd – $49,320

Achieved VFM of 16.96


	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Lump sum plus schedule of rates

$750,000 

(over the potential maximum three-year term of the CPA)
	Category A – Overall Fuel Hazard Assessments

Ausecology Pty Ltd*

RPS Australia East Pty Ltd*

Category B – Significant Tree Surveys

Ausecology Pty Ltd*

RPS Australia East Pty Ltd*

Category C – Bushfire Management Plans

Ausecology Pty Ltd*

RPS Australia East Pty Ltd*

*VFM and comparative tender price not applicable as offers not recommended did not meet minimum non-price quality requirements.
	N/A* 
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

21.11.2019

Start

12.12.2019

Term

One year with the option to extend for two additional periods of one year each, for a maximum term of three years.

	4. Contract No. 520581

SKID STEER SERVICES FOR ASPHALT PROFILING

D.S.I Road Profiling Pty Ltd – $495,333

Achieved VFM of 17.0

Boylow Pty Ltd as trustee for the Boylow Discretionary Trust trading as Bott's Earthworks – $499,317

Achieved VFM of 16.8

Guy Julian Weston trading as Gdubs Earthworks & Road Profiling – $480,640

Achieved VFM of 15.6

Anfex Pty Ltd – $497,931

Achieved VFM of 15.5

Gun Profiling Pty Ltd – $485,483

Achieved VFM of 15.2

Kwikcat Pty Ltd – $501,387

Achieved VFM of 15.81
	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

$9,830,000 (over the potential maximum five‑year and 24‑week term of the CPA)
	Ezyquip Hire Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 5.9


	$918,080
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

05.11.2019

Start

12.04.2020

Term

Three years and 24 weeks, with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years and 24 weeks.

	5. Contract No. 532003

CONSTRUCTION OF INDOOROOPILLY RIVERWALK

Georgiou Group Pty Ltd and Brady Marine & Civil Pty Ltd Joint Venture – $37,463,796*

Achieved the highest VFM of 23.8

*Comparative price includes possible delay costs. 
	Schedule of rates

$36,956,836
	JF Hull Holdings Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 20.2

McIlwain Civil Engineering Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18.6

Abergeldie Contractors Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18.1


	$39,799,152*

$42,457,301*

$38,640,266*
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

26.11.2019

Start

10.01.2020

Term

75 weeks

	6. Contract No. 532128

LANDSCAPE WORKS MAIN STREET BOULEVARD, KANGAROO POINT – STAGE 5

Glascott Landscape and Civil Pty Ltd – $257,951 

Achieved the highest VFM of 32.69


	Lump sum

$257,951
	The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 30.55

Boyds Bay Landscaping Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 23.78

GCE Contractors Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 19.93

Novar Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 14.62
	$292,966

$258,941

$339,999

$435,927


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

14.11.2019

Start

02.12.2019

Term

Four weeks

	7. Contract No. 532177

ANCHORAGE PAINTING ON THE CHELMER SIDE OF THE WALTER TAYLOR BRIDGE

McElligott Partners Pty Ltd – $269,443

Achieved the highest VFM of 27.77


	Lump sum

$269,443
	Shortlisted offer not recommended

Duratec Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.51

Offers not recommended

Building Solutions Brisbane*

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd*

*VFM not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum non–price quality requirements.
	$369,682

$75,000

$327,978
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

28.11.2019

Start

12.12.2019

Term

16 weeks

	8.  Contract No. 532182

SEWER RELOCATION WORKS AT ELLIS STREET, GREENSLOPES

Veolia Environmental Services (Australia) Pty Ltd – $209,625

Achieved the highest VFM of 35.94
	Lump sum

$209,625
	Dormway Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 30.15

QLD Civil Engineering Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 17.32
	$233,288

$283,888


	Delegate

EM Field Services

Approved

14.11.2019

Start

22.11.2019

Term

4 weeks

	9.  Contract No. 532183

TOOWONG BUS DEPOT WORKSHOP ROOF – STAGE 2

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd – $675,000

Achieved the highest VFM of 13.19
	Lump sum

$675,000
	Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 12.31
	$694,620
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

20.11.2019

Start

06.01.2020

Term

16 weeks

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	10.  Contract No. CA19/1052389; CA19/1052390; CA19/1052392

PRODUCTION AND EVENT MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT OF THE LORD MAYOR’S CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 2019-22

Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd trading as Brisbane Powerhouse – $138,000

Achieved the highest VFM of 88.5

Red Chair Pty Ltd trading as The Red Chair – $138,000

Achieved VFM of 83.0

Evolution Productions Pty Ltd trading as Evolution Productions – $138,000

Achieved VFM of 70.5

Note: As part of Council’s specification, suppliers tendered on the basis of a fixed amount of contract funding ($138,000 per supplier over three years) to be used to create and implement the program.

	Schedule of rates 

$414,000 

over the potential maximum three–year term of the contract
	Offers not recommended

UP Agency Pty Ltd* 

Achieved VFM of 66.5

Sounds Across Oceans*

Achieved VFM of 54.0

Momentum Arts Pty Ltd*

Achieved VFM of 46.0

The Trustee for J L Taylor Family Trust trading as Australian Event Productions*

Achieved VFM of 42.5

P.J Irwin & R.G Irwin trading as Viva La Musica*

Achieved VFM of 49.5

Non-conforming offers

Fia Corporation Pty Ltd trading as Flexi Flow 

Michelle Reggie Renee

Adams, Paul Steavean trading as Small Crown Productions

Workshop Wonders Pty Ltd

*VFM not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum non-price quality requirements.
	$138,000

$138,000

$138,000

$138,000

$138,000

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

20.11.2019

Start

26.11.2019

Term

Two years with an option to extend for an additional period of one year, for a maximum term of three years.

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE
	
	
	
	

	11. Contract No. 510663 and 510662

BUS SERVICES IN THE BRACKEN RIDGE, DEAGON AND BRIGHTON AREAS (510663)

Hornibrook Transit Management Pty Ltd

BUS SERVICES IN THE INALA AREA (510662)

South West Transit Pty Ltd
	Extension of an existing CPA

[Commercial-in-Confidence] (estimated annual expenditure for 2020–21)
	Extension of a CPA without seeking competitive tenders from industry in accordance with section 3.3 of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019‑20.
	N/A
	Delegate

E&C

Approved

25.11.2019

Start

01.07.2020

Term

12 months

	12. Contract No. 511104

TRANSPORT INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTION

CA Technology Pty Ltd – $1,189,510

Achieve the highest VFM of 59.62
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Lump sum and schedule of rates

$1,189,510 (over the potential maximum seven‑year term of the CPA)


	Shortlisted offer not recommended

(round 3)

Noggin Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 50.69

Shortlisted offer not recommended

(round 2)

netBI Pty Ltd*

Offer not recommended

Alemba Pty Ltd*

Motorola Solutions Australia Pty Limited*

Avinet Pty Ltd*

Zarkman Pty Ltd*

*VFM and comparative tender price not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum non-price quality requirements.
	$1,362,714

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

20.11.2019

Start

03.12.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	13. Contract No. 520426

CORPORATE TELEPHONY SERVICES

Optus Networks Pty Ltd – $34,780,863 

Achieved the highest VFM of 18.18 
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Fixed fee plus schedule of rates

$39,000,000 (over the potential maximum six‑year term of the CPA)
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

Joint offer between Dimension Data Australia Pty Ltd, TPG Network Pty Ltd and Vodafone Hutchinson Australia trading as Vodafone Australia

Achieved VFM of 17.68 

Telstra Corporation Limited (offer 1)

Achieved VFM of 12.52 

Offers not recommended

NewBase Computer Services Pty Ltd*

Telstra Corporation Limited (offer 2)**

*VFM and comparable tender price not applicable – complementary offer for ward office network only.

**Offer withdrawn.
	 $34,896,380

$49,433,170

N/A*

N/A**


	Delegate

Delegated to CEO by resolution of Council

312/2019-20 in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.

Approved

15.11.2019

Start

31.12.2020

Term

Four years with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of six years.

	14.  Contract No. 511151

SAP EMPLOYEE SELF SERVICE AND MANAGER SELF SERVICE SOFTWARE UPGRADE

Tata Consultancy Services Limited – $328,603

Achieved the highest VFM of 23


	Lump sum 

$328,603


	Infosys Technologies Limited Achieved VFM of 18

Presence of IT Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11

EPI–USE Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 7

NTT Data Business Solutions Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 6


	$395,020

$657,500

$839,100

$1,206,985


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

13.11.2019

Start

31.01.2020

Term

15 months with option to extend by up to three months, for a maximum term of 18 months.


ADOPTED

NOTATION OF DECISIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (Information report)

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of the Council during the Summer Recess 2019-20, on matters usually considered by that Committee, be noted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, Mr Chair. The first item, item A, is the Access and Inclusion Plan. Now, Councillors will recall—or some Councillors will recall—that the Access and Inclusion Plan is something that this side of the Chamber initiated to start off with, and is something that we are very proud of, and is something that we’re now updating after a significant amount of progress has been made.


The accessibility of our city and the impact that that has on inclusion in our community is really, really important, and is a key focus for Council. There have been literally hundreds of millions of dollars invested into making our city more accessible and more inclusive, and that covers a range of different areas, whether it’s programs to upgrade access into community halls and leased spaces around the city, support for community groups in doing that, or whether it is our major ongoing program of upgrades to public transport infrastructure like bus stops and ferry terminals across the city, there has been an incredible amount done. Whether it’s also investment in things like footpaths, we are continuing to roll out the infrastructure that helps to make Brisbane a more accessible and inclusive city.


It is often the simple things that make a difference, and I remember, it was great excitement, that Nina and I got the opportunity to use the Paris Metro for the first time, and we had two young kids at the time, and we had a pram. It was just quite shocking that a lot of the stations in the Paris Metro only had stair access—

Councillor interjecting. 
LORD MAYOR:
—and lots of them, no lifts, and we had to rely on people helping us carry the pram up and down stairs, with two kids in it. That’s just one small example of how the accessibility of infrastructure makes a big difference. 


There are people who find themselves excluded from certain bits of infrastructure because of the lack of accessibility, and that’s exactly why we are embarking on these programs to upgrade the infrastructure. So, whether it’s people in a wheelchair, people with mobility scooters or devices, people—or just parents with young children, there’s a whole range of reasons why an accessible Brisbane is a good thing, and it contributes towards our inclusivity. 


That comes down to things like the community halls I mentioned as well. We know that our community halls get very well used, but we also know that many of those buildings were built in a day where there wasn’t the DDA (Disability Discrimination Act 1992) requirements, the disability access requirements that we have today. So, working with communities to upgrade those facilities has been a big part of it.


But it also comes down to simple things like our playgrounds and making sure that equipment—there’s a range of equipment provided, and there’s equipment that is accessible for all abilities. It has been great to see the newer parks and the newer park upgrades having devices and swings that are specially designed for children of all abilities. The look of joy on the kid’s face in being able to get into a swing that they might not otherwise be able to use, because they’re strapped down, and there’s ways of keeping them safe. It is that look of joy that is priceless. 


So, we’re rolling out playground upgrades; we’re rolling out improvements to our infrastructure, and we’re also making sure that we support and deliver the disability action at work program as well. There have been—I mentioned there were hundreds of millions of dollars. Since 2012 there has been $230 million spent under the banner of the previous plan and the seniors strategy as well, and that includes all of those things that I mentioned. So, we’ve achieved a lot, but this is all about making sure that we update the plan, reflecting what has been done, but making sure that we identify priorities going forward.


The new plan proposes 101 initiatives, and that’s not just a figure of speech—there are literally 101 initiatives for implementation over the next 10 years, and the initiatives in the new plan aim to increase opportunities for residents and visitors to travel, work, live and enjoy and connect with all the city has to offer. The new plan reflects Council’s six potential roles as provider, funder, regulator, partner, facilitator and advocate, and has a focus on all of those different roles.


Community consultation on this plan was held between November 2018 and February 2019. The feedback that was garnered on that plan involved more than 1,200 people, organisations, government bodies and businesses, and that feedback has informed this final document that we’re seeing today. I particularly want to thank all of the individuals, organisations and businesses that have contributed to that feedback. You have really helped us make sure we identify a plan that will make a real difference going forward, and that feedback has been critical in putting together this document.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor RICHARDS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	462/2019-20
At that time, 4.00pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all councillors had vacated the chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 4.05pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
Oh.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, it’s not two minutes at this point. It’s until we have quorum. We had quorum. Look, you’re very lucky I’m a generous spirit.


Councillor JOHNSTON, please—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, thank you, Mr Chairman, I appreciate that. I rise to speak on item A and item B if I have time. Just brief—actually, probably just very briefly, just with respect to the Inclusive Brisbane Plan, the plan that I’ve got here, I noted the—oh, it is a summary, I appreciate that, but we’ve not been—we didn’t get sent a copy of the full document, to my knowledge, because I didn’t have it in the—maybe we did, Attachment A. Oh God, someone just hasn’t printed it. 


Anyway, I’ll just say, it’s a long time ago since this Council did undertake major investment in new playground facilities, and it’s really important that we continue to do so. It’s nearly a decade ago that the Administration announced there’d be one all-abilities playground in each ward, so I think it’s about eight years ago that that happened in Tennyson Ward. I think just the way this Administration is going in that they’re resting on their laurels, and I don’t think that’s good for our city. 


So, I just want to say that I think this Council could and should do more. I don’t believe Council is doing enough when it comes to all-abilities access, particularly when it comes to footpaths and shared pathways in our wards. There are massive waiting lists of five years or more for footpaths. Some parts of the city don’t have any decent footpaths at all. Many of the footpaths we have are extremely old and are only a metre wide. They don’t even meet the new standards that Council builds. This does present accessibility issues for residents in Brisbane.


I have a large community of blind residents who live at Fairfield, and they experience significant problems every day in getting around the ward. We regularly ask Council for improvements and upgrades, which are not forthcoming. It is disappointing, I think, that we’re not seeing the necessary level of infrastructure investment into areas where it is needed, and that includes around access to rail stations. 


I’m still fighting for access to rail stations that the State has upgraded in some cases, is upgrading or is not upgrading, and our Council is doing nothing to work cooperatively with the State Government. When universal access to rail stations are happening, Council is not doing its bit to ensure that there are safe crossings to get to those stations. So, you know, from my point of view, I think there is a bit of a problem with the way in which Council is going about the investment in infrastructure. 


The other thing I note in here again, which is they’re resting on their laurels, Council has built seven accessible aqua play facilities. I think there’s 30 pools in Brisbane—is there 30 pools—there’s a lot of pools in Brisbane, so we don’t even have every pool in Brisbane with an accessible aqua play facility. Why is that not a number one priority? Why is that not something that this Administration will work towards? So, I think there is a problem with the way in which this is happening. 


I know, for example, a lot of the community groups in my area are being told to undertake improvements, and I note that this Council has improved accessibility at 21 community halls. So, this Council forced the blind cricketers at Yeronga to give up their kitchen to put in a disability toilet. Now, they’re already a disability group; they’re able-bodied, they can’t see. So, they lost their kitchen, and there was a mess to clean up that. We managed to get them a little bit of a grant, because they didn’t even tell the group they were doing it. They just said—they rocked up and said we’re starting work. So, there was no consultation. 


So, I don’t understand why this Council—to me it doesn’t quite have the strategy right. There are problems in the way it is being delivered, and in my view the investment is not going into the areas that it needs to. So, I think Council can do more is the message that I particularly want to raise. That includes not just accessible as in physical accessibility, but it is making sure that we have an inclusion plan that respects people from all genders, faiths, sexual orientation, and certainly Council has fallen down on that issue.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, yes, and I’m going to make some comments about that. Our libraries are places where people in our community can come to enjoy a safe and welcoming public space. They should not be places where people feel fear, feel afraid, or are restricted because this Administration does not like what they think or say. Last year we saw the situation where Council decided to exclude people who had strong environmental views, and Council did not like their views, and therefore banned them from using Council libraries. 


Now, the hypocrisy of this LORD MAYOR who is not here, and the DEPUTY MAYOR is not here, the hypocrisy of this LORD MAYOR is he says I’m not a censor, yet that’s what he came in last year and that’s what he did. He didn’t like the strong environmental viewpoint being put by a number of people, and he banned those people from the library. I am extremely concerned that, where we see quite awful abuse of Council sponsored, I guess, is the right word, or employed people delivering library services who are then abused and humiliated, and based on what I’ve heard from rainbow families, that there were extremely distressed and upset children. 


So, I am very concerned that Council is not doing enough to respect the need of all people in its inclusion strategy. I say that because today we’ve seen this LORD MAYOR completely just ignore the motion put forward by Councillor COOK and the very genuine issues that she raised on behalf of the LGBTIQ community who were present in the gallery today. 


These kind of plans really don’t mean anything if you are not going to demonstrate leadership through your organisation, through your political leadership, to ensure that all people in our community are included and respected, and that did not happen at the event. That did not happen today with respect to this nasty petition that remains online. So I just say, thank you, Councillor COOK, for raising the issue earlier today. I have had several residents contact me to express their concern about the language in these petitions, and having read them, I mean, I find them abhorrent. I just don’t think it’s appropriate. 


I would have thought that, if we were really serious about access and inclusion, and debating this policy and adopting a policy, and making Brisbane great, as the LORD MAYOR is sadly using a line here, he says here that helping ensure everyone feels they belong, regardless of age, ability or background. Well, he’s fallen on the first test of that, because there are people here who feel excluded. There are people here who don’t feel like they belong. There are people being vilified on the Council website, and the LORD MAYOR refuses to even acknowledge it’s an issue that he can do anything about. It’s not up to him. It is. 


The City of Brisbane Act gives him extraordinary powers, and he could ask the CEO to remove that petition or deactivate the link to that petition tomorrow, and he has chosen not to do so, and the LNP have backed him all the way. So, on a day when they bring in here a city for everyone, an inclusive Brisbane plan, really their actions make a mockery of the words that are in this report, and it just reflects poorly on them that they say one thing and yet they do another when it comes to inclusion in this city.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I rise to speak in regards to item A, which is a city for everyone and the Inclusive Brisbane Plan of 2019-2029. Mr Chairman, this details Council’s continuing commitment towards an accessible and inclusive city for people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds to be able to participate in all that the city has to offer. It was this Administration in previous years that introduced this plan prior to 2012. 


It was this Administration under Graham Quirk at the time as Lord Mayor that was very passionate about ensuring that we should do more around the issues of accessibility within this city, and through the commitment of this Administration and importantly also the funding since 2012, Council has invested more than $230 million to deliver the Brisbane Access and Inclusion Plan, and the seniors strategy at that time, which has made a positive impact on residents and visitors of all ages and abilities. 


From 2012 onwards, Mr Chair, there have been a number of key achievements. We’ve seen 100% of CityCats and buses with wheelchair and pram accessibility; the funding of 143 community programs through the Access and Inclusion Community Partnership program. We’ve seen the aqua play facilities and we see in this term also, Mr Chair, the continued upgrade of all pool facilities on a rolling basis through Langlands, the work we’re doing at Western at the moment, the improvements to Sandgate, the improvements to Pullenvale, around the issues of accessibility for all abilities and all ages, Mr Chair. 


We’ve seen the provision of more than 300,000 trips in Council cabs, more than 40 playgrounds with enhanced accessibility for children of all abilities. Actually, Mr Chair, all Councillors through last term and this would know that there was significant work done so that every ward had a play facility that was unique to a particular age group and ability so that there wasn’t just simply one playground that met all those needs, because that of course is a very challenging prospect.


But it was something that we had across the city so that people could experience different playgrounds for children with different needs and, importantly also, Mr Chair, not make them specific, but make them inclusive for all children with disabilities or not, to be able to use those playgrounds, so the children weren’t treated differently or separately, but treated inclusively together. 


We had the delivery of weekly English conversation groups in libraries, which I’ve seen on a number of occasions in Brisbane Square and the significant number of attendees from different backgrounds with different needs, making sure that we treat them equally and inclusively, and teach them English. We’re funding more than 250 multicultural events. We’ve improved accessibility at 21 community halls. 


It’s this kind of leadership that has seen this organisation receive more than 25 awards since 2012, not only locally, but nationally, Mr Chair. The work that Brisbane City Council has done, particularly in the area of public transport, has been noted by different levels of government and by a number of different councils across the nation as leading in the work that we’re doing, and we have shared our experiences and learnings from those with those councils to meet those standards, which is set by the Federal Government and by separate entities across the nation in meeting those disability standards. That’s what this organisation has done, and has led at every instance around accessibility around our city.


This new plan now takes things to the next level, not only about accessibility, but inclusiveness as well, Mr Chair. This plan builds on those past strategies and responds to the changing needs of the community, including our city’s growing population, our ageing community, our diverse abilities and our increasing cultural diversity. The plan also acknowledges gender and neuro diversity, identifying that our city is strongest when we include everyone in it.


Council is committed to creating a lifestyle and leisure opportunities for all residents of all ages, abilities and backgrounds. It’s this vision for Brisbane where it is a city where everyone can live, work and relax, and making sure that, by doing this, we’re supporting a liveable community, a stronger economy with more local jobs, and exciting lifestyle and leisure opportunities. 


Community consultation in early 2019 garnered feedback on the new plan from more than 1,200 people, organisations, government bodies and businesses. This informed the final new plan which proposes 101 actions for implementation over the next 10 years. By continuing to do this, Mr Chair, we’re seeing more and more improvements, particularly also in new areas such as universal housing incentives. 


Federal Government and all State Governments have finally worked together on a uniform set of standards for universal housing, and through the work that Councillor BOURKE is doing, through his branch, these will make significant improvements for all members of our community around universal housing so that people can continue to live in their local communities, within their homes, doing the best they can, because that’s an important part of ageing within our community, irrespective of health or wellbeing. 

Some of the actions of this plan also include making it easier to get around our city through mobility maps and travel options; facilitating better access to popular destinations by wheelchairs and prams and other mobility devices; working with employers across the city to grow employment opportunities; making Council events more accessible; providing access for people of all abilities; supporting Council employees to engage with all residents through greater understand of disability, culture and gender diversity, mental health, neuro diversity and dementia awareness; facilitating a reference group including people who live experiences to work with Council on co-designing project requirements.


One of the key aspects of this plan also is that issue of inclusiveness which we spoke about. It has been this organisation that has worked at a number of levels, not only in the last term, but in this one, around that issue specifically. So, there has been a significant amount of work that has been done together and inclusively with the LGBTI community, its employees and also its representative groups. We do it through the Inclusive Brisbane Board, but we also do it in a number of different ways. 


In 2018 and 2019, Council was actually awarded the Gold Employer status, the Australian Workplace Equality Index. This is the national benchmark for the LGBTIQ workplace inclusion, and Council is now one of only 12 employers achieving gold status, representing the top 10% of participating employers. Council is now the top-ranking local government in Australia where that gold status has been provided. 


In 2017 Council became the first local government in Australia to be listed on Australia’s LGBTI inclusive employers’ website. Importantly also, outside of the workplace, the investment in the partnerships that we’ve shared with different organisations—Rainbow Families, for example. I recall being at their re-launch when I took up this role in 2018, supporting that organisation in being able to start up all of the work they wanted to do to re-engage their members and activate more opportunities for them. The work that I’d done also with strong leadership of Councillor HOWARD in this space as well, and seeking her guidance on a number of these issues in trying to provide more support for Rainbow Families and other organisations.


So, for example, there are other communities support that we’ve included: funding towards the Brisbane Pride Festival, with Council employees proudly marching in the Brisbane Pride parade—I stand with them proudly last year and this year at the Brisbane Pride Festival with Councillor HOWARD and a number of our local Councillors; lighting Brisbane City Hall and Victoria Bridge for IDAHOBIT Day and Pride Month; flying the rainbow flag from Brisbane City Hall,


Also, lighting the Story Bridge for the Transgender Day of Remembrance; the rainbow City Glider which was decorated for Pride in 2015; supporting the LGBTI organisations by providing community lease facilities and grants; community lease facilities; Open Doors Youth service, which is based at Maida Lilley Community Centre; the recent community development and capacity building grants. 


Also, the $10,000 for Open Doors Youth Service; the $10,000 for the Youth Advocacy Centre; the $8,000 for the Queensland Aged Council Inc, which auspiced Rainbow Families Queensland; the health and education resources for Rainbow Families Queensland; sponsorships for the Queens Ball at Brisbane City Hall; the LGBTI library collections and family events; the LGBTIQ representative on the Inclusive Brisbane Board, as I mentioned earlier—the current member is Elise Stevenson; the LGBTIQ history trail delivered by the Brisbane Greeters in partnership with Brisbane Marketing; and of course the event that was held at the library, supported by Brisbane City Council, supported by Council officers. 

Mr Chairman, there’s a lot that could be said about that issue, but there were no winners in it, from those that participated and suffered because of the rally, but also the unfortunate incident that happened afterwards. Ultimately this Council, this Administration, is committed to supporting all Brisbane residents, irrespective of beliefs—

Chair:
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair; I just rise to talk on these two items, and reflect a bit on what we just heard from Councillor MATIC and before him Councillor JOHNSTON as well in terms of item A, A City for Everyone, the Inclusive Brisbane Plan for 2019-2029. I accept the things that Councillor MATIC rattled off there in terms of the support that the organisation of Council, the bureaucracy and the staff of the Brisbane City Council offer to a lot of these organisations, the support they give to employees within Council. We do recognise that. 


But we did earlier today have an example where political leadership, the leadership that people expect of civic leaders in this place to show, was certainly not on display when it comes to being an inclusive city—not just an inclusive organisation for people who work in it, not just an inclusive organisation for community groups and interest groups who get support through grant funding, but as an organisation, as a representative body of government that should be the closest to the people. They expect us to set a particular standard that is above reproach, that is above bigotry, above hatred, above supporting those things. We had an opportunity earlier today for the LORD MAYOR to show leadership on that issue on behalf of the people of Brisbane, and he failed in that sense.


So, it’s good to say we support these groups on one hand sometimes, but it’s not okay when we don’t show that support as leaders on the other hand. So, a lot of the work that has gone on by Council, by Council staff and the bureaucracy within Council from 2012 to now, to carrying out the Inclusive Brisbane Plan, the first one of those, and implementing the new plan, or putting the new plan together and will go about implementing that—I congratulate them—there’s certainly more work to be done, not just in terms of physical access and improvements including more accessible facilities in all parts of Brisbane. 


One of those which I’ve been pursuing for some time through various Council Chairs in this area are things like adult change facilities in our outer suburbs. If someone comes down to the Sandgate foreshore, for instance, and is caring for an adult person that requires a hoist and adult change facilities, there is nothing available to them. They have to just put that person they are caring for on the ground, on the concrete, to carry out that change they may need. There’s one, I believe, in the Chermside pool; other than that, very close to the city.


So yes, I acknowledge there’s been work done to assist the physical access to a lot of our facilities, but there is a whole lot more needed when it comes to that. Not just in terms of that physical access, of course. Social inclusion is so important, we’ve seen an example today firsthand. 


Another example, attending the survival day march on 25 January this year, and talking to a large group of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians out there at Zillmere on 25th, there is still more work to be done to recognise some of those issues as a city as well, and to right some of those wrongs. I acknowledge that Council, as an organisation, has done some great things over time, whether it was in the 90s, the Bring Them Home report, and recognising those institutions where the stolen generations were housed, were taken to, around our city. Examples like that are very much appreciated. 


There are still some glaring examples, particularly one that is hanging on the front of this building here, the Daphne Mayo tympanum, which depicts the march of civilisations and the death and destruction of Aboriginal people in our city. I’m not saying we get up there and chisel that off, but I’m saying that we need to recognise that that is a racist depiction on the people’s place here, and we should recognise that, and we should move forward with the community that finds it so offensive and say that that was absolutely wrong to have put that on there, and we recognise that was wrong, and moving forward we want to shine a light on that. 

That is part of Brisbane’s history and that is part of Brisbane’s social inclusion as well today, to recognising things like that. So, yes, some good work has been done and we absolutely accept that. It is important to carry that on. But we can’t just talk the talk when it comes to broad social inclusion. We need to absolutely walk the walk. There are plenty of examples that need a lot of work. 


In terms of Healthy Land and Water Funding Agreement, we’ll be supporting this item, as well. Again, $440,000 is not an insignificant amount of money. But the work that is needed in our waterways around Brisbane, as a city that is rapidly developing and growing and seeing enormous amount of pollutants going into waterways as a result of development and other things. We certainly should be supporting these organisations even more, as well as doing a lot more as a Council. 

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to enter the debate to talk on item A, the Inclusive Brisbane Plan 2019–2029. Mr Chair, a lot has been said about leadership here today. I’d like to say and put on the record how much I appreciate the leadership that we currently have on this side of the Chamber and the leadership that we’ve had since I was elected as a Councillor, back in 2012. 


As far as I’m aware, this was the first Administration, the first Administration that ever put their money where their mouth was and provided funding to the LGBTIQ community. So, a lot’s been said about talking the talk. We are talking about—

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
That is factually not true.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
That’s not a point of order. 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ll again put on the record that since I have been the Councillor since 2012, that this Administration has continued to fund many of the things that Councillor MATIC mentioned earlier. But particularly, the work of the Inclusive Brisbane Board in making sure that there is representation from all sectors of our community on that Board, to provide—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, Councillor GRIFFITHS, please. This is a sensitive topic.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
This has been a pretty respectful debate, please don’t attempt to lower the tone.


Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you Mr Chair. It’s interesting, isn’t it, the respect that’s been talked about. What is it, I think, that Councillor COOK says, that the standard you accept—

Councillors interjecting. 

Councillor HOWARD:
The standard you walk past is the standard you accept. So, I would just like to say that everybody on the other side has been listened to with respect and I’d like the same to happen to me Councillor—in fact, Mr Chair. So, Mr Chair, let’s just go back to leadership. 


The leadership on this side of the Chamber and the work that has been done within the Inclusive Brisbane Plan, not only this new one, but the one that we’re replacing, has been instrumental in making a huge difference to this city, not only in the accessibility, but in the inclusivity, across our multicultural communities, across all of the people who make up this fantastic city. 


It’s one of the things that I am most proud of when I stand up and talk to people is the fact that this city and this Administration supports anybody who wants to have a say about what they think this city should look like, how we should be progressing. We constantly are looking at ways to support vulnerable people. We’re constantly looking at ways that we can support our multicultural communities who have added such a richness to our communities over the years.


Mr Chair, through you, a city for everyone is really what this plan is about. A city for everyone. We should not even have to stand here and talk about different groups, because it’s a city for everyone. But let me just say, since 2018 we’ve been holding events in libraries for rainbow families. Since 2012, we’ve been working with the community with Wendybird and the Pride Festival, with the Queens Ball. 


The Queens Ball was brought back to this building by this Administration and it was one of the very first events that was held when this beautiful hall was reopened.

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor HOWARD:
Can I say that has continued to carry—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please allow the speaker to be heard with courtesy.

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
So, Mr Chair, our former LORD MAYOR, Graham Quirk, was the person who allowed that very first Queens Ball to be had here, when this hall was reinstigated. We had it here and it has become the home of the Queens Ball, the longest running ball in the world. So, can I just say that the support that is given to the LGBTIQ community is amazing. 


But that’s not what this plan is about. It’s a city for everyone. A city for everyone and that’s what we should be talking about. We should be talking about the fantastic things that are in this plan that allow everyone in this city to feel included and to feel part of a community that is a friendly community and is world-renowned for that friendliness. Some of our international students that come here have the most amazing experiences because of the work of this Council. 


Some of our work that we do within the libraries are such a wonderful welcoming community and they are welcoming. People who can’t speak English go to sessions in those libraries. They make friends there. We’ve got our libraries that are open to midnight now that is allowing some of our people who really want that inclusivity to be happening around them. 


So, Mr Chair, through you, I just want to commend everybody who has had a hand in formulating this Inclusive Brisbane Plan. I want to particularly thank the officers, because I know how much work goes into doing this. It’s an absolute credit to them. I particularly want to thank our library staff. I want to thank our library staff because I know what a difference they make to every single person in this community and how welcoming they are. 


So, I’d just like to finish by thanking Councillor MATIC and his team. I commend this plan to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yep. Thank you, Mr Chairman. I’m going to speak on this Inclusive—this item which is accept the Inclusive Brisbane Plan. I’m astounded with what I’m hearing in this Chamber. I find it hypocritical from the LNP. In particular, I find their stance today appalling, nothing short of appalling. It’s ironical that the very day their bringing in the Inclusive Brisbane Plan, they voted to keep up a bigoted, nasty petition that vilifies a certain group in the community. 


The LORD MAYOR himself has said that he’s not taking that petition down, against Council’s own policy. Now this is also the LORD MAYOR that voted against gay marriage. This is the—

LORD MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, LORD— 

LORD MAYOR:
That is absolute rubbish, claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
This is also the LORD MAYOR that hasn’t and won’t attend a Pride rally. He was asked to attend, no denying that. He had something else on that day more important. This is the LORD MAYOR that won’t go and meet the gay community. My concern is this is the LORD MAYOR who’s controlled by a certain faction of the Liberal Party and a certain faction of religious people.

Chair:
I appreciate what you’re trying to say, Councillor GRIFFITHS, I’ve allowed some pretty generous interpretations here, but can I please draw you back to the substance of the matter at hand. Please return to the report. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I’m happy to come back to this.

LORD MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Claim again to be misrepresented.

Chair:
It’s noted. You’ll have your moment at the end.

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Oh, he controls a faction, I got it wrong did I, Councillor CASSIDY? 

Councillors interjecting. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
It concerns me, I’ll go back to my point, it concerns me that such a bigoted, nasty and unnecessary petition is sitting on our website, sitting on Council’s website and it is wrong. If it was a petition aimed at the Aboriginal community, it wouldn’t be there. If it was a petition aimed at a particular racial community, it wouldn’t be there. But it’s a petition aimed at the gay and lesbian transgender intersex community and it is there.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I respect Councillor GRIFFITHS ideas on this and his views on this, but could he please bring it back to the relationship with the Brisbane’s Inclusive Plan that we are debating today.

Chair:
Yeah, I’ve asked Councillor GRIFFITHS to come back to the substance. I understand the point you’re trying to make. I appreciate what you’re saying and again, we’ve tried to make this—

Councillor interjecting. 

Chair:
We’re trying to be—

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I understand that, Mr Chair, but Councillor HOWARD was able to make a point and so was the Chairperson, Councillor MATIC.

Chair:
Well, I think you’ve also made a point. I also think you’ve made a point, Councillor, as well.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
So, you don’t want to hear my point, or it’s just that you don’t like what I’m saying?

Chair:
I think you have made your point, that’s what I’m saying. So, can I just ask you just return to the substance of the matter please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Will Councillor GRIFFITHS take a question?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Absolutely.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Councillor, could you please advise the Chamber what you consider inclusiveness to be and how that relates to the plan before us today, any gaps or omissions in that plan and how Council can demonstrate leadership based on real ideals about inclusivity?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Thank you. Inclusiveness is actually doing what you say you should be doing. We’ve heard a lot of fine words this afternoon from the LNP and from the LORD MAYOR, but we’re not seeing that delivered. We’re not seeing that delivered with this petition and we’re not seeing it delivered with the LORD MAYOR and the LNP voting down a motion to remove that petition. Fine words, no actions. 


I was fascinated and I think I got an idea of what the LORD MAYOR’s spending his $100,000 rort on, he obviously has spent a bit of time in Paris. Most residents in Brisbane wouldn’t get to spend time in Paris. But here the LORD MAYOR actually and Councillor ADAMS, her money, as well, her walkaround money was obviously being spent in Paris as well.

Councillor HOWARD:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Yeah.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Well, it’s a sensitive issue.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
I don’t believe that Paris is even mentioned in the report.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Oh, sorry, the LORD MAYOR mentioned it and so did Councillor ADAMS.

Chair:
Hang on, Councillor GRIFFITHS. I’m not taking submissions from individual Councillors about whether a point of order’s relevant or not, alright. So, please don’t argue whether the point of order’s relevant, okay. 


Thank you, Councillor HOWARD, I understand the point you’re making, but there was a mention of accessibility issues in other countries that aren’t as generous and as inclusive as what we are required to do in our city. That’s I think the point that Councillor GRIFFITHS was about to make. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yeah. My point was, it’s obvious how they assess accessibility. It’s based on the standards of travelling to Paris. If they—

Councillor MATIC:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Councillor GRIFFITHS is actually misleading the Chamber on that statement.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
That’s not a point of order.

Chair:
No, thank you, Councillor MATIC. 

Look, Councillor GRIFFITHS, if you want to spend your time in a class war, I will allow it. Alright?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Well, I object to that, Mr Chairman. There’s no class war here. I’m actually just saying we had a LORD MAYOR and a DEPUTY MAYOR talk and compare Brisbane and compare our accessibility to Paris and their travels and their wonderful journeys around Paris. That’s good. I want to talk about actually my ward. I represent probably one of the most disadvantaged wards in the city. I’m sorry if you see that as a class war, because we actually should be providing services to the whole city. 

Chair:
No, Councillor GRIFFITHS, don’t speak over me. Don’t take a cheap shot at me. You were having a go at people—
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
You were taking a cheap shot at me.

Chair:
You were taking a cheap shot. Do not have a cheap shot at me. You were having a crack at people for going on holidays. Now, I’ve allowed you to speak pretty broadly on whatever you wish, really and I’d like you to have some consideration for the fact that I’ve not actually stopped you from saying any of these things. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I feel so privileged.

Chair:
Yeah, you should. I’m glad you do.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Wow, is that a threat, Mr Chairman?

Chair:
I’m glad you do, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Is that a threat?

Chair:
No. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
No, good, because I won’t take it as a threat.

Chair:
Don’t be silly. Just get back to your point, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I want to put down and I’ve made my point about what I think of this Administration’s hypocrisy in terms of the Inclusion Plan, that’s anything, but an Inclusion Plan. I refute what Councillor HOWARD says that the Pride Festival wasn’t funded before they came to power. That’s not true, it was funded before they came to power. So, when you speak, it needs to be truthful. In terms of—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Wow. In terms of footpaths, I’m just astounded that we’re patting ourselves on the back with what a great job we’ve done. There’s over 800 footpaths waiting for repair across this city.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Over 800. I know in my own ward, I’ve got a list of 60 and growing of footpaths that I can’t afford to build and that we don’t receive extra money to build, unlike LNP Councillors. It’s amazing that people are waiting over a year to see a basic repair done on their footpath. You can call it class warfare if you want, but I know the people out my way just want basic footpaths.


Unfortunately, when it comes for me allocating money for footpaths, it’s actually who’s the most needy. Who’s got the wheelchair, or the walkie wheeler. They’re not luxurious footpaths, they’re for basic services. We’re failing on our footpaths, certainly in the working areas of our city. 


I find it amazing too that the LORD MAYOR’s congratulating himself on a great job about accessible playgrounds. I know and I tweeted this week, Pegg’s Park playground at Moorooka has been all cordoned off because it’s inaccessible, because it’s broken, because it can’t be repaired. That’s not what a Council should be doing, LORD MAYOR. A Council should be delivering good footpaths and good playgrounds. 


I find it amazing also that on the corner of Mortimer Road and Beaudesert Road, this is once again a working suburb, Acacia Ridge, we actually have the tiles that guides people with braille, who are using walking sticks to get across, those tiles are uplifting. I heard of a woman—I was approached by some older people who helped a woman get up after she fell on those tiles, a blind woman.


This is not good service. This is appalling service. We aren’t meeting this plan. We’ve got lots of good words in this plan. We’re patting ourselves on the back, but we aren’t delivering for the residents of Brisbane. I think we really fail with what we’re doing in terms of accessibility and we have a long way to go, both with social accessibility and both with physical accessibility in our city. Thank you.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, you have two misrepresentations. I also would remind you to limit your comments to the misrepresentation at hand and not use this as an opportunity to litigate an earlier argument. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Look, I would simply point out, Councillor GRIFFITHS, who claims to know my views on everything including gay marriage, has completely gotten it wrong. The second one. There was so much vitriol coming out of his mouth I can’t remember what the second one was. Can you remind me?

Chair:
I think it was saying that—

Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
Oh, apparently it was about a faction, that’s all. There are no factions in the LNP.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, LORD MAYOR?

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Labor has the wonderful ability to turn something positive into something negative, except it’s not really a wonderful ability, it’s why they’re on that side of the Chamber and not this side. It is indicative, their approach on this today is indicative of their approach on everything, which is not about making a positive contribution, but just by attacking, criticising, without coming up with any alternative solutions, or approaches, or a project. 


The extent to which some Councillors became personal there was—I’ve been around this Chamber a little while—pretty shocking, really pretty shocking. I think the reality is, when it comes to matters of inclusion, and what has happened here is that the Labor Party has found themselves in the unique position where an LNP Administration is reaching out across the communities, to groups that, maybe at other levels of government, we may not be as in touch with, maybe. 


It really irks the Labor Party that people like Vicki HOWARD get incredibly strong support from the LGBTIQ community and give that support back to them, as well. They can’t understand how this can happen with an LNP Administration. So, they are trying every dirty trick in the book to undermine this reality. But it is a reality. 


So, their words are cheap. Their words are not productive, they’re destructive. But more importantly, their words are not based in reality. Because this Administration is an inclusive Administration. This Administration, we are the Administration that is getting attacked for supporting Drag Queen Storytime in libraries. We’re getting attacked for that. Labor has tried to use—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, claim to be misrepresented.

LORD MAYOR:
I didn’t mention Councillor JOHNSTON.

Chair:
There was no reference to you in that. There was no reference to you in that statement.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
In accordance with the meeting’s local law, I feel the LORD MAYOR is misrepresenting part of my speech from earlier today.

Chair:
Oh, okay.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I am seeking to make a correction to that. The issue is him failing to deal with the petition issue, not—

Chair:
No, this is a point of order, not a speech, Councillor JOHNSTON. Alright. I will allow misrepresentation, but it had better be relevant. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Look, not only did I not mention Councillor JOHNSTON, I wasn’t even thinking of her. She didn’t even come into my mind. So, the reality is we will continue to bridge potential divides in our community, because we believe it’s a right thing to do. We believe it is the right thing to do. Whereas Labor tries to drive wedges. They are trying to drive wedges. 


Now, take for example this petition, there will be an opportunity where all Councillors in this Chamber will get to speak and share their views on what they think about this petition. That’s the democratic right of every Councillor and that is the appropriate thing. So, if you want to get up and express a view on that petition, by all means, you’ve got that right. You will have that right. 


I know Councillors will take that opportunity up. But what Labor is saying is that if you don’t agree with what they think—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor—

LORD MAYOR:
—you shouldn’t be allowed to express your view. If you don’t agree with their view of the world, then you shouldn’t be allowed to express that view. That is totalitarianism. 

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
That is a dictatorship.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That is exactly what Labor is advocating.

Chair:
Alright, okay. Everybody stop. 

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Now Councillor JOHNSTON has indicated that this house somehow bears resemblance to Extinction Rebellion meeting in libraries. Well, if a particular group continues to advocate for ways to break the law and illustrates to people how they can in fact break the law and avoid getting arrested, or how they can get around the laws, well, that is a cause of concern. That’s what we’re talking about here.


But you know what, Extinction Rebellion are in entitled to their views. It was fascinating to see in The Courier-Mail today, one of the protestors that appeared in Court and he said he’s given up on Extinction Rebellion because it’s not working. It’s not working. We’ve said that consistently and it is not working because they are taking the wrong approach. They are encouraging people to break the law and that is the wrong approach.


Everyone has a right to speak their mind. Everyone has a right to protest, everyone has a right to free speech. We support that, which is why we’ve taken the position that we’ve taken. So, ultimately, we will—and I want to give everyone this assurance—we will continue to bridge divides in our community to work, to make sure that people show respect for each other and we support that. But also, that people have a right to have a democratic say. 


We don’t control what people think, we don’t control what people say, but we can work together to make a more inclusive and harmonious society. That is what this plan is all about. This plan is not words, this plan is actions that will be implemented, just like we have implemented $230 million worth of actions to this point. 


Not words, actions, investment, real projects that we have delivered and we will continue to deliver on building a more inclusive and more accessible Brisbane. I commend this plan to the Chamber.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you have a misrepresentation. As I said earlier, all misrepresentations, please don’t use this as an opportunity to relitigate your argument. Please limit your comments to the matter at hand. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. The LORD MAYOR claimed that we were attacking him regarding falsely claimed—

LORD MAYOR:
No.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The LORD MAYOR falsely claimed that I and others had—well, I had attacked him about the issue of the use of the libraries for LGBTIQ events. That’s not what I was saying. My concern was with the issue of the—

Chair:
Okay, this is a speech now, thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. Alright. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—the fact that the petition is not being taken down.

Chair:
Thank you. Alright. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
A
A CITY FOR EVERYONE: INCLUSIVE BRISBANE PLAN 2019-2029
103/590/785/12

463/2019-20

1.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the information below.

2.
Council has a strong history of providing services and facilities that are accessible to Brisbane’s diverse communities.

3.
The Brisbane Access and Inclusion Plan 2012-2017: Achieving universal access and inclusion in the life of Brisbane, Australia’s new world city (previous Plan) was approved by Council at its meeting of 6 December 2011. Since 2012, Council has invested more than $230 million to deliver the previous Plan and Seniors’ Strategy 2012-2017: Delivering a seniors‑friendly city, which has made a positive impact on residents and visitors of all ages and abilities.

4.
Key achievements include: 

-
Council’s entire bus and CityCat fleets are wheelchair and pram accessible

-
40 Council playgrounds have all-abilities play equipment

-
Council’s pools, halls and libraries are more wheelchair accessible

-
delivery of the DisABILITY ACTION at WORK program, which has provided employment opportunities for people with disability.

5.
Council’s leadership in access and inclusion has been recognised with more than 25 awards since 2012.

6.
A lot has been achieved, however there is still more to be done to ensure everyone benefits from Brisbane’s strong local economy; clean, green and sustainable open spaces; lifestyle and leisure opportunities; and world-class public transport.

7.
A City for Everyone: Inclusive Brisbane Plan 2019-2029 (new Plan) builds on the previous Plan and responds to the changing needs of the community, including the city’s growing population, ageing community, diverse abilities and increasing cultural diversity.

8.
Community consultation, held between November 2018 and February 2019, garnered feedback on the new Plan from more than 1,200 people, organisations, government bodies and businesses. This feedback informed the final version of the new Plan, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file). The new Plan proposes 101 initiatives for implementation over the next 10 years. The initiatives in the new Plan aim to increase opportunities for residents and visitors to travel, work, live, enjoy and connect with all the city has to offer. The new Plan reflects Council’s six potential roles as provider, funder, regulator, partner, facilitator and advocate.

9.
A summary of the new Plan, A City for Everyone: Inclusive Brisbane Plan 2019-2029 Summary (summary version) was developed to assist in effective promotion to the community (refer Attachment B, submitted on file).

10.
If approved, the new Plan and summary version will be published in English on Council’s website on 10 December 2019. Printed copies of the new Plan and summary version will be available on request from 19 December 2019. From 19 January 2020, the full new Plan will also be available in braille and recorded as an audio download for people who are blind or have low vision, as well as an online video in Australian Sign Language (Auslan). The summary version will be transcribed into Easy Read (for people with low literacy), Traditional and Simplified Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese and Arabic. It is proposed that while the full new Plan and summary version will be available in English online from 10 December 2019, external promotion of the new Plan will not take place until after 19 January 2020 to ensure all accessible versions are available. All materials will then be distributed to community‑based organisations and external stakeholders engaged in public consultation on the new Plan.

11.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at the meeting of 9 December 2019.

12.
DECISION:
THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS, APPROVE THE PUBLIC RELEASE OF A CITY FOR EVERYONE: INCLUSIVE BRISBANE PLAN 2019-2029, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file), AND A CITY FOR EVERYONE: INCLUSIVE BRISBANE PLAN 2019-2029 SUMMARY, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT B (submitted on file).
NOTED

B
HEALTHY LAND AND WATER LTD FUNDING AGREEMENT

197/435/273/17

464/2019-20

13.
The A/Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

14.
Healthy Land and Water Ltd (HLW) is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that works to protect and improve South East Queensland’s catchments and waterways. HLW was established in 2016 through a merger of Healthy Waterways Ltd and SEQ Catchments Ltd.

15.
HLW receives funding from the Australian and Queensland Governments, Seqwater, South East Queensland water service providers and councils for a regional approach to managing catchments and waterways that flow to Moreton Bay, which is an internationally designated Ramsar wetland area.

16.
HLW provides services that help Council fulfil its planning, communication, regulatory and compliance obligations and supports Council’s core business while contributing to environmental and economic outcomes for South East Queensland. As an investing member of HLW, Council receives a range of benefits at a cost that is lower than if Council were to obtain the services independently.

17.
Council’s three-year Deed of Agreement with HLW expired 30 June 2019 and provided funding of $410,000 per year for HLW programs including:

-
Ecosystem Health Monitoring Program and Report Card

-
Healthy Waterplay 

-
Water by Design 

-
Waterways Clean Up.

18.
Council and HLW have negotiated the Healthy Land and Water Ltd Funding Agreement (the funding agreement) for $440,000 per year over three years. The increase from $410,000 to $440,000 per year is due to the following factors.

-
Consumer price index (CPI) has been applied after many years of no CPI being passed on to funding partners. 

-
The Local Waterway Liveability Assessment project has been added from 2019-20 to 2020-21 to investigate any pollutants of concern to the environment and people (not yet dealt with) for Brisbane with respect to times of drought and floods and recreating in local waterways. This information may influence several Council activities such as the Waterway Human Health and Safety – Site Monitoring project, allocating access points for the River Access Network and negotiations with Queensland Urban Utilities (including trade waste agreements).

19.
Components not included in the funding agreement include fee-for service projects such as scientific expert reviews and updates to guidelines.

20.
The A/Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at the meeting of 20 January 2020.

21.
DECISION:
THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS:

(A)
APPROVES COUNCIL ENTERING INTO A FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH HEALTHY LAND AND WATER LTD TO DELIVER AN EVIDENCE BASED REGIONAL APPROACH TO MANAGING CATCHMENTS AND WATERWAYS, GENERALLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ATTACHMENT B (submitted on file), OR AS OTHERWISE AGREED BY THE MANAGER, NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND SUSTAINABILITY, CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY, AND CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL, CITY LEGAL, CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

(B)
AUTHORISES THE MANAGER, NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND SUSTAINABILITY, CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY, TO EXECUTE AND MANAGE THE FUNDING AGREEMENT. 

NOTED

NOTATION OF DECISIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL:

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor David McLACHLAN, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of the Council during the Summer Recess 2019-20, on matters usually considered by the Infrastructure Committee, be noted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. There are a couple of—well, one item I’d like to talk to before I go to the items before us, if I may. It’s to provide Council with an update on the Wynnum Road Corridor Upgrade, with both Stage 1 and 1B progressing within budget. As the Chamber will be aware the Wynnum Road Corridor Upgrade Stage 1 and 1B project is part of Council’s program to the infrastructure for Brisbane. 


The Wynnum Road corridor is a key arterial road for Brisbane’s eastern suburbs, carrying more than 56,000 vehicles per day. Stage 1 will provide two additional traffic lanes between Latrobe Street and Canning Bridge, East Brisbane. The project will widen substandard traffic lanes, remove unsafe right turns and upgrade the Heidelberg Street intersection. 


The Stage 1B comprises interim works to improve traffic efficiency and safety between Canning Bridge and Riding Road, Norman Park. The project includes rationalisation of bus stops, extension of the peak-hour bus lane between Hipwood Street and Hawthorne Road and banning of unsafe right turn movements from Wynnum Road into selected side streets.


I can advise that a dispute occurred between Council and the contractor, Fulton Hogan, whereby Fulton Hogan submitted a significant number of claims in relation to variations, extension of time and disruption. That has resulted, Mr Chair, in a settlement between the two parties. The body of the claims largely related to extensions of time and delays caused by encountering significant public utilities plant during construction, requiring changes that impacted on the construction program.


As most Councillors would be aware, the Wynnum Road corridor is a major corridor for all those what they called PUP, or public utility plant services. That has resulted in decades of changes in the locations and uses of those services. Over the years, those changes have resulted in abandoned, dormant, or energised lines that have no documentation with the PUP asset owners. 


These latent conditions cause significant unforeseen and costly redesigns, additional investigation works and delays to delivery. These issues also cause significant financial costs, which Fulton Hogan claimed against the Council. So, some examples of these PUP services, includes QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities). 


The existing QUU assets were over 100 years old and extended throughout Stage 1. The project required the relocation and installation of new and upgraded QUU infrastructure to enable the Wynnum Road project works to facilitate the project, prior to the works commencing. Council worked with QUU to complete an approved design, including upgrade for future growth. 


Once civil works were underway, it became evident that there were a number of services clashing with the design alignments. This necessitated either design changes, scope change, or, if construction had commenced, relocation of existing services, thus incurring claims from Fulton Hogan, including an extension of time.


In relation to Energex, the project team worked closely with Energex during design to confirm the works required to underground significant overhead Energex power lines throughout the project. But again, once civil works were underway, Energex required additional scope, such as extra electrical pits, transformers and ducts, which resulted in claims for the cost of the additional works.


In addition, Council was exposed to further design change requests and the issue with clashing inground services, impacting on design alignments. As a consequence of the Energex issues, further claims were submitted by Fulton Hogan, comprising delays and new work.


APA, the gas provider, redesign works were required in several locations, due to unknown inground services, clashing with the proposed new design alignments for the gas infrastructure. Similarly, due to unknown services, Fulton Hogan were exposed to increasing costs and delays. 


So, other services, generally, through the project scope, there were significant clashes with unknown inground services. These weren’t identified in Dial Before You Dig searches, or pot-holing investigations, with the proposed alignment or either new, or relocated services, resulting in significant variations and costs, in addition to the three main PUPs outlined above, the public utility plant. 


So, the settlement Council has reached with Fulton Hogan gives Council certainty and security and prevents Fulton Hogan the contractor from making any further claims in the future, other than in relation to some matters that have been excluded. The settlement sets out that Fulton Hogan will complete Stage 1 in early 2020, weather permitting, within the allocated project budget. Council agree to finalise the QUU improvement works, located in Stage 1B as part of the settlement terms.


Mr Chair, just relating to the matters that were considered by the Expenditure and Coordination Committee during the Summer Recess, there were two petitions that are mentioned there. 


The first relates to a request from petitioners to increase safety measures in Queens Road in Hamilton, which is in my ward, by adding and narrowing chicanes, building up the edges of existing traffic calming, resurfacing roads and installing additional 40 km/h signage. This is already a 40 km/h zone, but over the years a lot of that infrastructure has been misused and abused by vehicles driving over the top of it. That’s essentially what the petitioners asked for and that work is being investigated and responded to.


The other petition related to a request for traffic calming in Tarragindi in the section of road parallel to 1 Lana Street, Tarragindi. That has also been investigated and the response to the petition is outlined in the report. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor McLACHLAN?

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
A
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INCREASE SAFETY MEASURES IN QUEENS ROAD, HAMILTON, BY ADDING AND NARROWING CHICANES; BUILDING UP THE EDGES; RESURFACING THE ROAD; INSTALLING A SPEED BUMP AND INSTALLING ADDITIONAL 40 KM/H SPEED SIGNAGE

CA19/998725

465/2019-20

1.
A petition, requesting Council increase safety measures in Queens Road, Hamilton, by adding and narrowing chicanes; building up the edges; resurfacing the road; installing a speed bump and installing additional 40 km/h speed signage, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 15 October 2019, by Councillor David McLachlan, and received.

2.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

3.
The petition contains 24 signatures. All the petitioners live on Queens Road.

4.
The petitioners state the area is subject to speeding motorists, causing damage to existing traffic calming devices. They have also raised issue with the condition of the road surface at and around the traffic calming devices.

5.
Queens Road is recognised as a neighbourhood access road under Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to residential properties within the street and surrounding streets. The street has existing traffic calming devices and a 40 km/h speed limit, and runs between Hipwood Road and Royal Terrace. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

6.
Council reviews requests for traffic calming devices based on an assessment of traffic speeds and volumes, with consideration to the function of the road within Council’s road network hierarchy contained in Brisbane City Plan 2014. Traffic calming works are prioritised to areas where they would provide the greatest benefit. These schemes are installed as area-wide treatments to ensure any issues are not displaced to the adjacent streets.

7.
In order to properly assess the current use of the street, a seven-day traffic survey has been requested. This survey will provide information on vehicle volumes, speeds, vehicle types and peak hour volumes, which will determine whether Council can consider any changes or additions in order to address any issues that may be observed. Council’s preference is to install traffic calming treatments with a spacing of approximately 80 to 120 metres between each device. The existing devices on Queens Road have been installed with this spacing where feasible, noting the steep incline and divided road at the intersection of Toorak Road which make an additional device at this location unfeasible.

8.
However, due to the number of citywide priorities for traffic calming in streets with no existing devices, prioritisation for funding of any changes or additions to traffic calming within Queens Road may likely be a lower priority when considered against untreated streets. 

9.
In relation to the request for additional 40 km/h signage, the local area, including Queens Road is currently covered by ‘40 km/h Area’ signage. The purpose and function of the 40 km/h area signs is to advise motorists of the speed limit until exiting the area and sighting an ‘End 40 km/h Area’ sign or other posted speed limit. This is done to prevent the need to sign every intersection within the area, reducing roadside clutter and maintenance expense. While there are no changes proposed to the existing signage at this time, if the survey results indicate poor speed compliance, Council will consider signage changes in line with other potential treatments.

10.
In relation to road maintenance, Council inspected Queens Road on 4 November 2019. The small sections of damaged kerb around the traffic islands in front of 31 Queens Road have been programmed for reconstruction. This work will be completed by the end of June 2020.

11.
Council has also listed a project to resurface Queens Road for consideration in a future budget. Each June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. The works that are approved have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefitting in relation to the cost. The road surface and the kerbing will be monitored, and any further maintenance will be programmed as necessary.

12.
As speeding is a driver behaviour issue, it is best handled through enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Complaints can be raised directly with the QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

13.
Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
14.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

15.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

16.
DECISION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER. 

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/998725
Thank you for your petition requesting Council increase safety measures in Queens Road, Hamilton, by adding and narrowing chicanes; building up the edges; resurfacing the road; installing a speed bump and installing additional 40 km/h speed signage. 

Council reviews requests for traffic calming devices based on an assessment of traffic speeds and volumes, with consideration to the function of the road within Council’s road network hierarchy contained in Brisbane City Plan 2014. Traffic calming works are prioritised to areas where they would provide the greatest benefit. These schemes are installed as area-wide treatments to ensure any issues are not displaced to the adjacent streets.

In order to properly assess the current use of the street, a seven-day traffic survey has been requested. This survey will provide information on vehicle volumes, speeds, vehicle types and peak hour volumes, which will determine whether Council can consider any changes or additions in order to address any issues that may be observed. Council’s preference is to install traffic calming treatments with a spacing of approximately 80 to 120 metres between each device. The existing devices on Queens Road have been installed with this spacing where feasible, noting the steep incline and divided road at the intersection of Toorak Road which make an additional device at this location unfeasible.

However, due to the number of citywide priorities for traffic calming in streets with no existing devices, prioritisation for funding of any changes or additions to traffic calming within Queens Road may likely be a lower priority when considered against untreated streets. 

In relation to the request for additional 40 km/h signage, the local area, including Queens Road is currently covered by ‘40 km/h Area’ signage. The purpose and function of the 40 km/h area signs is to advise motorists of the speed limit until exiting the area and sighting an ‘End 40 km/h Area’ sign or other posted speed limit. This is done to prevent the need to sign every intersection within the area, reducing roadside clutter and maintenance expense. While there are no changes proposed to the existing signage at this time, if the survey results indicate poor speed compliance, Council will consider signage changes in line with other potential treatments.

In relation to road maintenance, Council inspected Queens Road on 4 November 2019. The small sections of damaged kerb around the traffic islands in front of 31 Queens Road have been programmed for reconstruction. This work will be completed by the end of June 2020.

Council has also listed a project to resurface Queens Road for consideration in a future budget. Each June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. The works that are approved have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefitting in relation to the cost. The road surface and the kerbing will be monitored, and any further maintenance will be programmed as necessary.

As speeding is a driver behaviour issue, it is best handled through enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Complaints can be raised directly with the QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Michael Denman, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ North, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 0985.

NOTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL TRAFFIC CALMING TO THE SECTION OF ROAD PARALLEL TO 1 LANA STREET, TARRAGINDI, LEADING DOWN TO SANDY CREEK PARK, TO SLOW CARS AND CYCLISTS

CA19/1014522

466/2019-20

17.
A petition from residents requesting Council install traffic calming to the section of road parallel to 1 Lana Street, Tarragindi, leading down to Sandy Creek Park, to slow cars and cyclists, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 22 October 2019, by the Lord Mayor on behalf of the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams, and received.

18.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

19.
The petition contains five signatures. Of the petitioners, three live on Lana Street with the remainder living elsewhere in Tarragindi.

20.
The petitioners are concerned about the speed at which cars and cyclists travel around the corner leading to Sandy Creek Park on Lana Street and are requesting a traffic calming device to slow them down and improve safety.

21.
Lana Street is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties. Lana Street forms a loop with Vinray Street which leads to a dead end, providing access to Sandy Creek Park. Neither Vinray or Lana Streets provide through access to any other streets, but they are part of a bikeway link. The dead-end section of Vinray Street slopes down towards Fernvale Road and is approximately 70 metres long. There are no Council bus services operating on Lana Street. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

22.
The petitioners’ request for a traffic calming device has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non‑local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

23.
Traffic calming is generally installed as a scheme across several streets to stop traffic being diverted to parallel streets and is not specifically installed to address speeding or as individual devices. In addition, traffic calming on a dead-end road would be a low priority and there are technical difficulties involved with placing traffic calming devices on roads with an incline. These include water run-off and drainage issues, and the device being a potential hazard which may cause a vehicle to lose control and run off the road.

24.
Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that most vehicles travelling on Lana Street are residents or visitors accessing local destinations and there would be no reason for high volumes of non-local traffic. As vehicles in this area would be considered local traffic and due to the technical issues with installing traffic calming on an incline, Council has no plans to install a traffic calming device on Lana Street. 

25.
It is noted that the section of Vinray Street which leads to the local park is only 70 metres long from its intersection with Lana Street and it is unlikely that vehicles would be able to reach high speeds in such a short distance. However, speeding and reckless driving are primarily behavioural issues best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints, including reckless cycling behaviour, can be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted via the Policelink service on 131 444.

Consultation

26.
Councillor Krista Adams, Councillor for Holland Park Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
27.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

28.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

29.
DECISION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE PETITIONERS.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/1014522

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install traffic calming to the section of road parallel to 1 Lana Street, Tarragindi, leading down to Sandy Creek Park, to slow cars and cyclists.

Your request for a traffic calming device has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non‑local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

Traffic calming is generally installed as a scheme across several streets to stop traffic being diverted to parallel streets and is not specifically installed to address speeding or as individual devices. In addition, traffic calming on a dead-end road would be a low priority and there are technical difficulties involved with placing traffic calming devices on roads with an incline. These include water run-off and drainage issues, and the device being a potential hazard which may cause a vehicle to lose control and run off the road.

Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that most vehicles travelling on Lana Street are residents or visitors accessing local destinations and there would be no reason for high volumes of non-local traffic. As vehicles in this area would be considered local traffic and due to the technical issues with installing traffic calming on an incline, Council has no plans to install a traffic calming device on Lana Street. 

It is noted that the section of Vinray Street which leads to the local park is only 70 metres long from its intersection with Lana Street and it is unlikely that vehicles would be able to reach high speeds in such a short distance. However, speeding and reckless driving are primarily behavioural issues best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints, including reckless cycling behaviour, can be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted via the Policelink service on 131 444.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brian Nichol, A/Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ East, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 5601.

NOTED

CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of the Council during the Summer Recess 2019-20, on matters usually considered by the City Planning Committee, be noted.

Chair
Is there any debate? 

Councillor BOURKE:
Yes.

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, also Councillor COOK, can I please invite you to reflect on item E.

Declaration of real or perceived Conflict of Interest in Clause E – PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL DEFEND AGAINST THE APPEAL OF COUNCIL’S DECISION TO REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR THE SUBDIVISION OF 54 AND 133 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693) – Councillor Kara COOK
Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I wish to declare a material personal interest in relation to item E as I own land in close proximity to the subject site that is the subject of the petition. I will absent myself from the Chamber for the entire debate.

Chair:
Entirety of—alright. The record will show that we will have Mr Peers invite Councillor COOK back at the conclusion of the debate. 
Councillor Kara COOK retired from the meeting room and associated public places for the duration of the debate.
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, please proceed.
Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. I tripped over those words because I think this is probably the first time I’ve ever actually brought petitions through a Committee in recess. Normally I do it during the session in Council. So, I wasn’t used to those words being read out in that format, Mr Chairman. But I thought once in my eight years as a Chair I should try and see what it’s like bringing petitions through at recess.


Mr Chairman, there’s a number of petitions on the Committee report, five in fact. But before I get to those, I just want to take this opportunity to acknowledge an event that happened over the recess period. On Australia Day, the Chief City Planner was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia, So Dyan Currie, our Chief City Planner received acknowledgement for her significant contribution to planning and the urban environment in this country and globally.


Dy is a fantastic Council officer who does amazing work in the City Planning section of this Council and economic development as well. This Council is very lucky to have someone of that calibre working for us. Her acknowledgement was also for her role as a President of the Planning Institute of Australia, an organisation of which she is also a life member. Her work with the United Nations and her current role as President of the Commonwealth Association of Planners. 


On top of that the fantastic job that she does working with the teams here in Council and the communities through our neighbourhood planning process, through all of our public art, through our Village Precinct Projects and the whole raft of planning amendments and changes that have been delivered through Brisbane’s Future Blueprint, Mr Chairman.


So, I think it’s fitting that Dy’s been acknowledged in this way and I want to add my congratulations to those that she has received for this acknowledgement. 


Mr Chairman, a number of petitions that were brought through. So, two of them are regarding consultation periods for the Sandgate and districts neighbourhood plan strategy. I’ll leave those to debate in the Chamber. 


Another one, Mr Chairman, or another two, sorry. One about the active transport corridor through Howard Smith Wharves. This has been subject to much debate, both in this place and the media, Mr Chairman. There have been some changes that have been made by the lessees of that site to address some of the safety concerns that have been raised by residents and by bicycle user groups and also by pedestrians.


Then another petition there, Mr Chairman, for Beelarong Street, which has been subject to numerous petitions through this place over the last four months, with regards to the ongoing Court decision, or Court assessment that’s being done of that application that Council refused. I’m happy to leave the petitions to debate in the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY. 

Seriatim en bloc – Clauses A, C and E
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause A, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL GRANT A 30-DAY EXTENSION FOR RESIDENTS TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY; Clause C, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENSURES THAT THE ACTIVE TRANSPORT CORRIDOR PATH THROUGH THE HOWARD SMITH WHARVES DEVELOPMENT BE UPGRADED AND MADE SAFE; and Clause E, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL DEFEND AGAINST THE APPEAL OF COUNCIL’S DECISION TO REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR THE SUBDIVISION OF 54 AND 133 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693), be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Seriatim en bloc – Clauses B and D
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause B, PETITIONS – OBJECTING TO THE REZONING OF PARTS OF DEAGON TO LOW-MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL AS INDICATED IN THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY; and Clause D, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL CHANGE THE EXISTING USE RIGHTS OF INDUSTRIAL BUSINESSES IN ANNIE STREET, ROCKLEA, TO ADDRESS NOISE POLLUTION AND PARKING AND SAFETY CONCERNS, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Councillor CASSIDIY:
Thanks, Chair. Can I just ask, to start, that items A, C and E be dealt with for voting together and then B and D together?

Chair:
Okay. Just those A, B and E—

Councillor CASSIDIY:
Sorry, A, C and E.

Chair:
Excuse me, A, C and E.

Councillor CASSIDIY:
Then B and D separately, yeah.

Chair:
B and D, separately, but together.

Councillor CASSIDIY:
Yes, that’s—

Chair:
Noted. Please proceed.

Councillor CASSIDIY:
That is right. Thank you. I’ll start with item A, the petition requesting Council grant a 30-day extension for residents to provide feedback on the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy. This, I think and I realise, was always going to play out this way in terms of the consultation process for this neighbourhood plan share. 


The LNP have form when it comes to their so-called consultation around neighbourhood planning. I offered my support for a new Sandgate district neighbourhood plan, on the basis that the community would get the opportunity and the real opportunity to have their say about how our community in the outer northern suburbs, around Sandgate, Deagon and Shorncliffe, would be planned and developed over the long term.


But what has been on display throughout this process has barely been lip service, Chair. So, this petition was a simple request from residents who were appalled at the lack of information and engagement from Council. So, not just the lack of information about what changes were proposed in the draft strategy, but also about the lack of engagement from Council around how we got to that point in proposing those changes. 


Engagement around the significant proposed changes basically, when the draft strategy was released, was a small slip of paper, double-sided DL size, about the size of an envelope, UMS unaddressed mail delivered to people within the plan area. It didn’t say that there were any changes really proposed. 


It said if you wanted to find out what those changes were, you should go to Council’s website, search Sandgate District neighbourhood plan in the search bar and then go through and find the PDF document and then the 27-page PDF document. Scroll through and then find yourself what proposed changes were going to be made.


When people found out that some of those proposed changes including rezoning the entire Sandgate business area, the Sandgate Village area, to six-storey unit developments, a lot of people were rightly upset about that, I think. 


These are the most significant changes that have been proposed for this community for well over a generation. So, the very least that could have been done was actually consulting people properly, telling them what proposed changes there were and listing to people’s feedback. Part of that listening to people’s feedback in the petition request is to have an extended period for feedback, given how significant these changes are going to be.


However, I think, going through so many of these processes, sitting on this Committee for some time, sadly won’t happen under this Administration. It’s something that will happen under a Condren Labor administration, Chair, we will do more than just pay lip service when it comes to neighbourhood plans. 


We will properly engage and consult people and we can give a guarantee to the people of Brisbane that the local Councillor won’t be briefed about the draft strategy three hours after it appears on The Courier-Mail website. When those officers come out and say we’d like to give you the first word, I say I read about that three hours ago on The Courier-Mail website and they went, whoops, that wasn’t supposed to happen. 

So we can guarantee that we will do more than just pay basic lip service when it comes to providing the outcomes that developers really want in communities.


Moving on to item B. Objecting to the rezoning of parts of Deagon to low‑medium density residential. So this one has had some changes, some rapid changes after it was proposed. This one, I think what I can surmise was a test of what the Team Schrinner LNP though they might be able to get away with, without telling people throughout this process. As big a change—this wasn’t as big a change as was proposed for the Sandgate area in terms of six storeys. 


This was rezoning a whole heap of low-density residential homes to units and town houses. It would have affected hundreds of families and again, did Council alert people to these proposed changes? No. They sent the same small slip of paper out that said there is a draft strategy now. If you’d like to find out about it, go to Council’s website, do some searching, get a PDF document, download it.


There were corflute signs put around Deagon, around traffic signs, which said there is a draft strategy. In the areas that were directly affected by the proposed changes, they said nothing about them. So again, this was just lip service. 


However, when people found out about it, got quite angry, organised a community meeting, a public meeting, which attracted about 130 people to it one weeknight down at the Sandgate Community Centre and the LORD MAYOR realised this was going to be a pretty hot issue, he all of a sudden found enough money in the budget to send personally addressed, direct mail letters to people, saying that he had quickly backed down. Very quickly backed down. 


Then the LNP were out there saying that they had this great victory over themselves by backing down on rezoning parts of low density residential to units and townhouses. I think you can still hear the laughter in the community at their shallow, shallow attempts to try and save some face out there.


So, throughout this entire process, the people of—who are affected by this, the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan, have been left a little more than just disappointed by Team Schrinner, I have to say, Chair. Our positive message around reforming the way in which neighbourhood plans are not only developed, but also implemented, is really resonating with the community.


Onto item C, the petition requesting—ensuring that active transport corridor path through the Howard Smith Wharves development be upgraded and made safe. This is an issue that has been going on since the Howard Smith Wharves development was opened. 


It certainly has some history with Council going backwards and forwards, with the developers down there at some stages requiring proper access for not only pedestrians, but cyclists as well. Having proper shared facilities that are to all of the standards, Australasia standards to TMR (Department of Transport and Main Roads) standards and to Council’s own standards and insisting the developer provide these and yet the outcome which the people have had since it’s been opened, has been less than adequate.


We have had obviously restricted cycling access and it’s not just because of the shared space not being adequate and enforced to what should have been provided, but also the commercial operators down there consistently and regularly blocking off access to those paths. 


So the petitioners requested something that was pretty simple in Council actually enforcing what they should be doing in having proper open access in what is a pretty unique and well used part of Brisbane down there and we’ve seen yet again this Administration show its true colours when it comes to that kind of infrastructure and access. Instead of taking the side of residents who want to get access, they’re taking the side, of course, of the commercial operators. I’m sure something we will see at Victoria Park, no doubt, if their plans come true.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING?

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, I refer to item E. It’s a matter where it’s the Morningside Ward application, but Councillor COOK has a conflict because she owns land in that area. Look, this—I’ve been out to have a look at this site. It’s very much a flood-prone area. Very low lying and there’s a creek that runs through the area which carries large volumes of water after any decent fall of rain. 


What this petition calls for, is for the Council to fight the appeal all the way to the death, as it were. All the way to a trial and not to compromise, not to sell out the residents late in the piece. That is what they’ve called for and the response that says oh, we’re part of the court process now. It effectively says nothing and it doesn’t say they’re going to stand up—the Council is going to stand up for the residents. It’s a response that we don’t accept.


It is the land here has been used up until now by the local pony club and quite frankly, it’s not land that should be used for housing at all. If the Council would buy it and let the pony club use it, lease it out to the pony club, that would be a good community use for the land. Anyhow, we had a bad example in my ward recently of Council selling out, compromising at the last moment with the later house development. Multi-storey retirement village which people opposed all the way along and the final result was—

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
—instead of 103 units, there was 100. So I hope—

Chair:
You’re talking about this Beelarong subdivision?

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes. I’m just putting a comparison—

Chair:
Trying to create a context?

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes.

Chair:
Alright, I appreciate that, but could we just—could I just bring you back to the item at hand please.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you. Thank you. So look, I—it would be a grave, grave mistake—a grave problem, if Council sold out in this case and gave this developer anything that he’s after for—asking for, let alone most of what he’s asking for as the—because as I said, it’s very low lying. There’s this creek running through it. It’s land that’s been picked up on the cheap and now he’s trying to make a very substantial profit on it. That’s what it amounts to and the Council should be fighting it all the way to court. If a judge rules against Council, sobeit, but the Council should be fighting all the way to the death.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, just on item C, the petition regarding Howard Smith Wharves and the problematic pathway issues. Yes, thanks. When the Howard Smith Wharves issue came to Council, I don’t know, maybe five years, six years ago. It’s a very long time ago. I remember all the debate here about it and David Hinchcliffe was still here in the Chamber and—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I heard your interjection. He was attacked. Attacked and attacked and attacked by the LNP standing in the way of progress. He was a problem. You know, blamed for everything down there. No obviously, the project has proceeded, but when this design came through here for approval from this Council, I stood up and spoke with the problematic way in which you could move through the site. Having been down on the site and had a look at it, it’s just diabolical.


It is not public open space any longer. There is not proper and safe access for pedestrians and cyclists. It is a highly congested and contestable space for vehicles, people, parking, commercial businesses, retail activities and it used to be a fantastic walking and running track through there and around to the pathways.


When this matter was raised by the cycling community, maybe a year ago, I was very happy to support their concerns about the lack of pathway access at Howard Smith Wharves. It is obvious, it is problematic and it is dangerous.


The petition response before us today was taken in secret, behind closed doors, by E&C acting as a delegate of this Council. Councillor BOURKE stood up and made a little bit of a joke about it. He could have taken this to Committee this morning and brought it up for debate and the ability to amend it next week here at Council, but he chose not to do that. He chose to force a decision by the massive LNP majority onto the rest of this Council that does nothing to fix a genuine and serious problem.


We’ve just had a debate about accessibility. You’ve got paths that just end. You’ve got paths that roll around into retail areas. You’ve got vehicles parking in what is the shared space to do loading and unloading. It is unsatisfactory. It was a bad design to start with and there should have been separated and better ways for people to move through the site, depending on whether they’re on foot, on bike or in a car.


This is a massive failure of planning to a known problem that was obvious right from the start. Unfortunately, that’s how this LNP rolls. You look at Kingsford Smith Drive. Same thing’s happened. Different issue, but same thing has happened. You look at the Metro. Same thing is happening as we speak. They announce what they’re going to do and then they’ve kind of got to backfill to make it happen. That’s not the way that major projects should be delivered.


Now, the response today here has been condemned by the cycling community. They contacted my office and asked me, what did it mean. They were told publicly that it had been refused before it even came here to Council. So it’s really disappointing that the LNP is acting as the final authority here and doesn’t even respect the fact that petitions come through to this Council.


But to the cycling community watching and listening today, I say that this is a terrible outcome. I don’t support it. Clearly, safety improvements need to be made at Howard Smith Wharves before someone is badly hurt and I am terribly sorry that the LNP has chosen to make a decision out of session so that this matter cannot be amended or changed here. I will vote against this. I think what the LNP has done here is really wrong and you need to be looking at safer options for all people who use that Howard Smith Wharf site because it’s not safe at the moment.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:
Thanks. Just briefly on that same topic of Howard Smith Wharves, I don’t want to relitigate points that others have already been made, but I just do want to emphasise that I think there’s an important lesson here for the Council Administration. For Council’s City Planning team. For the Development Assessment officers in particular, but also for the bikeway planners and transport planners, which is that you can’t trust private developers when they say that they’ve got a solution worked out to a potential issue.


You can’t take their word for granted when they claim that oh, there’s not going to be conflicts between cars and bikes. Or oh, the issues—the conflicts between pedestrians and cyclists will be resolved through detailed design because they have a vested interest in pretending that the cheapest proposal that they’re putting forward is going to work even when it actually isn’t.


I think it’s been very clear looking at what’s happened down at Howard Smith Wharves that the Council messed up by not imposing clearer, stricter conditions and the developer has also messed up and has embarrassed themselves and damaged their own professional reputation in the process. But I think really, it’s a lesson for this Council about the risks of privatising public land and outsourcing and selling off public land to private developers.


I think it’s a shame that—I’m sure this thing will be fixed eventually because we’re going to have to fix it because it’s such an important active transport corridor, the current situation cannot stand. It can’t be allowed to be left as it is. It’s a real dog’s breakfast down there and certainly even as a pedestrian moving through that area, I find it a bit—it’s not particularly relaxing. It’s stressful. You have to be watching over your shoulders and looking left and right, not sure where the cars are going to come from. Not sure when the taxis and Ubers are going to turn around and run you over.


I think part of the problem here is that particularly hotel users and short-term accommodation users, but also restaurant land users often seem to underestimate the number of vehicle trips and the kinds of vehicle access that will be necessary.


I’ve seen a similar phenomenon down at South Bank which—as these precincts develop and get busier, there are more and more loading vehicles. There are more and more delivery vehicles picking stuff up, dropping stuff of. There are more and more patrons arriving by taxis and Ubers and I think it just goes to show that the transport arrangements that Council considers acceptable and that perhaps the standards recommend, actually aren’t sufficient.


So, hopefully the Council and hopefully the DEPUTY MAYOR understands how serious this issue is. The petition response is obviously quite disappointing, but I think it’s pretty obvious to everyone who spends a bit of time down there that some big changes will have to be made and I think the sooner they’re made, the better.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. I’m just going to—I’ll start with petition C. So, there’s been a fair bit of contribution from people about the bike path and the shared area at Howard Smith Wharves. I have been down there, as lots of Councillors have, to see it firsthand.


I’m the first to admit that it is not a perfect solution insomuch that there is a lot of operational issues that are being worked through with the lessee by the leasing section of Council, particularly to some of the points that Councillors have raised around vehicles loading and unloading and stopping in the wrong place. But that is an operational issue. That’s not a failure of the path. That is actually an operational issue and we’re managing those and working through those issues with the lessee.


The main thrust of the petition was around the actual surface that was put down. That surface has been replaced. That surface has changed. It is now a smooth asphalt surface which is safer for everyone. For pedestrians, for cyclists, for scooter riders, for mums with prams, for people in wheelchairs. For everyone. Mr Chairman, that has been fixed. That was the main point of contention for people.


Whether or not it is a separated cycle path was decided when the development application was done. When the project was ticked off by this Chamber and it was decided not to be a separated pathway, but a shared zone because it is intended to be a slower environment. It is not a veloway. It is a slower environment, Mr Chairman, and it is part of the active transport network for all of the users in this city.


So that is why it isn’t a separate—segregated—separated cycle path. That won’t change because it is too hard now to meet the standards, given some of the heritage constraints and other constraints of the site, but there is a separate pedestrian path across the front of the property—across the front of the facility.


Then there is the shared zone outside the hotel which is similar to the shared zone that operates in the outer street section next to Adelaide Street and the outer street section next to Elizabeth Street, Mr Chairman, and operates in other locations across this city as well, where you have interactions between pedestrians and cyclists and other people moving about our city and vehicles. Delivery vehicles coming and going. The best example is the one actually just beside this building at Albert Street, just off Adelaide Street, Mr Chairman. So it works.


Is it perfect? No. But there is operational issues that need to be addressed by the lessee and Council is working to have those addressed. So this big concocted outrage that the Opposition is trying to put on about this, that nothing has been done and it’s not happening, well it has because the biggest issue, from all of the media attention at the time, was actually the surface of the path. That has been fixed. Then we’re working through with the operator on these other issues that have been put forward.


Just to some of the points that Councillor CASSIDY made around neighbourhood planning, Mr Chairman, because we should have more consultation. Well we already had more consultation than our statutory requirements because it’s 20 business days is the statutory requirement under the State Act for a neighbourhood plan. So, for the formal instrument in neighbourhood planning, it is 20 business days.


This Administration though, because we genuinely engage with residents and Councillor CASSIDY loves to stand up or throw those jibes across the Council Chamber about how many brochures Council is sending out about stuff, well he just stood up for five minutes and laid into us for not sending out enough brochures, Mr Chairman.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
He just stood up and went you should have sent out more brochures to people to tell them what’s happening. Well you can’t have it both ways. So we went out with eight and a half thousand brochures when we announced the neighbourhood plan, asking people to have their say for the draft strategy. Once we got that information, we had Community Planning team meetings. We then went back out with another eight and a half thousand brochures, two information kiosks, the stall signs around the community, to get people to have their say.


I know that there were quite a few people that managed to have their say as part of that process, Mr Chairman, so this is all part of the non-statutory consultation that Council does. Which is more than our colleagues around the south-east corner do when it comes to these types of neighbourhood planning initiatives, Mr Chairman, because a lot of them just use the formal planning processes as outlined in the Act by the State Government.


So we already go above and beyond because we want to engage with residents. We want to hear their views. We want to listen to what their issues are, what their concerns are. What their ideas are. What their ideas are and there have been lots of ideas that have been put forward as part of this process and the officers are now going through those submissions, Mr Chairman, on the draft strategy and looking at what changes need to be made to the plan.


To Councillor CUMMING, who obviously has no understanding, no idea, no vision, no experience when it comes to dealing with the court and the planning issues that come out of the court, Mr Chairman, if Councillor CUMMING is so keen, if Councillor CUMMING is so keen to change how the court process works—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
Well thanks. Thanks for that interjection, Councillor JOHNSTON, I’ll take that. I’m the butcher and he’s the lawyer, but he’s the one who doesn’t understand the court processes, but I do. So that says a lot for Councillor CUMMING’s law degree, thanks Councillor JOHNSTON. So Councillor CUMMING, if you really want—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no. No more interjections.

Councillor BOURKE:
If you—

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
If you really want the State Government to change the State planning laws that put greater power into Council to make decisions and not be overridden by the courts, then you should be talking to your mates down in George Street because it was the State Labor Government that brought in the planning laws that we have. It was the State Labor Government that gave us performance outcomes.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
It was the State Labor Government that created performance outcomes and the mechanisms available for applicants to challenge those in the court.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
If you don’t like the process, Councillor CUMMING, it’s one thing to stand up in here, but have you written to the Minister for Planning? Have you written to Minister Dick? No. Have you picked up the phone to Minister Dick? No. Because it is a process that is there. It is a court process. It is independent. They have independent experts and independent witnesses that are called, Mr Chairman, to give evidence around those planning decisions and the judge makes a decision.


There is a statutory process that you have to go through and if Councillor CUMMING wants to somehow override that, subvert justice, go and deal with these matters outside of the court process, that’s up to Councillor CUMMING to put forward and maybe he should champion that at the next—maybe he should champion that at the next Labour Party conference, Mr Chairman, and put forward these draconian planning changes that we see from the Labor Party where they want to go back to the one size fits all approach. They don’t want to have performance planning in the city, Mr Chairman.


Gone are the days of the great reforming Australian Labor Party, Mr Chairman. We’re back to this one size fits all approach. These sardine suburbs. A socialist template for planning that we saw in the 90s by a Labor administration in this city, Mr Chairman. It wasn’t until the State Labor Government changed the laws and brought in performance planning, Mr Chairman, that we—

Councillor CUMMING:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING: 
What’s this got to do with the matter being discussed?

Chair:
Can I draw you back, Councillor BOURKE, please keep comments to matter at hand.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Mr Chairman, I was really throwing the line out there to try and get a bite and I got one from Councillor CUMMING. As I said, if he really wants to champion these changes, he should be doing it through the appropriate mechanisms. Not once has he written to me saying Councillor BOURKE, why isn’t Council doing more to champion changes to the planning laws so that courts can’t override Council decisions? Not once. Not once in his 20 something plus years in this place, has he done that, Mr Chairman.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
Not one—not once has he done that. Well did—well I take that interjection. Did you ever do it to a former Planning Chair through you, Mr Chairman, to Councillor CUMMING? No, he didn’t. We know he sent a memo to John Campbell—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
Asking about—asking while he was the Deputy Chair for waste services, asking questions about waste services, but not once has he written to me asking to change the way that the planning laws operate when it comes to court appeals. So, so much does he like this idea that he doesn’t put pen to paper. So you can’t take what they say at face value. It is hollow words, Mr Chairman, said to try and prove a political point, not with the best interests of residents at heart.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
I’ll now put to resolution, items A, C and E first. I’ll say that again. A, C and E.

Clauses A, C and E put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for Clauses A, C and E was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Peter CUMMING immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 19 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

Chair:
I’ll now put resolution—the resolution in regard to items B and D.
Clauses B and D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for Clauses B and D was declared carried on the voices.
The report read as follows(
A
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL GRANT A 30-DAY EXTENSION FOR RESIDENTS TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK ON THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY

CA19/1067579 and CA19/1077236

467/2019-20

1.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council grant a 30-day extension for residents to provide feedback on the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 5 November 2019, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, and received.

2.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

3.
The petitions contain a total of 228 signatures. 

4.
The petitioners request Council grant a 30-day extension of time on the community consultation for the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy (the draft strategy). The petitioners are concerned that insufficient information and liaison opportunities have been provided to residents, and request that Council provides a comprehensive impact analysis.

5.
In February 2019, Council supported the preparation of an update of the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan (the neighbourhood plan) under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). This decision was in response to a previous petition that called on Council to refresh the neighbourhood plan due to the apparent decline of the Sandgate town centre.

6.
The study area for the draft neighbourhood plan is slightly smaller than the existing neighbourhood plan area as it excludes the suburb of Brighton, a low-growth, predominantly low density residential area. The revision of the neighbourhood plan has focused consultation efforts and activities with the community in the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon and Shorncliffe to consider how they may change and grow in the future.

7.
A key stage of Council’s neighbourhood planning process is to prepare and receive community feedback on a draft strategy, which then guides the preparation of a draft neighbourhood plan. A draft strategy combines initial community input, including online survey responses and insights from a Community Planning Team, with the findings of background research and technical studies undertaken by Council. The intent of a draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the study area to inform an amendment to City Plan.

8.
The community consultation activities undertaken to prepare the draft strategy include:

-
distribution of newsletters to more than 8,750 households, landowners and businesses in the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon, and Shorncliffe (7 March 2019)

-
gaining insights and ideas from the community through an online survey (538 responses) and 213 comments on a drop-a-pin interactive map (7 March 2019 to 30 April 2019)

-
three Community Planning Team meetings (May to June 2019).
9.
The draft strategy was released for community feedback from 8 October 2019 to 4 November 2019 (20 business days). Community consultation activities were undertaken in accordance with Council’s neighbourhood planning process, which is applied across Brisbane, including:

-
distribution of newsletters to more than 8,750 households, landowners and businesses in the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon, and Shorncliffe

-
two email alerts issued to those who had registered to receive project updates 

-
a media release and local newspaper articles

-
information kiosks, held on 24 and 26 October 2019, for residents to speak with staff (more than 300 attendees)

-
signage throughout the neighbourhood plan area in locations such as the Sandgate town centre and Deagon railway station.

10.
Council invited the community to submit feedback through a variety of methods including email, letters, an online feedback form, hard-copy feedback forms and referral forms at information kiosk events and petitions. All information related to the project was made available on Council’s project webpage and copies of the draft strategy and feedback forms were available at the Deagon Ward Office. Council has received feedback from beyond the study area and is still reviewing the responses.

11.
It is not proposed to conduct additional consultation activities at this time. Although Council’s distribution of the project newsletter was confined to the study area, being the suburbs of Deagon, Sandgate and Shorncliffe, residents of Brighton, or any other part of Brisbane, were welcome to provide feedback. The initial review of responses to the draft strategy indicates that residents of Brighton have provided feedback, which is being considered in Council’s review.

12.
Council has consistently informed residents and landowners in the study area of the key project milestones, including future opportunities for feedback and public consultation.

13.
Once the draft neighbourhood plan has been prepared, it will be presented to Council for endorsement to submit to the Queensland Government for a State interest review, prior to being released for formal public consultation. Once the Queensland Government approves public consultation to take place on the draft neighbourhood plan, the formal public consultation process must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules and the Planning Act 2016. This enables the community another opportunity to provide feedback and submit a formal submission to Council. All submissions must be considered and reported to Council and the Queensland Government.

14.
Council has conducted the community consultation for this project in accordance with Council’s neighbourhood planning process and there will be future opportunities to provide feedback on proposals. Council accepts the petitioners’ concerns as community feedback to be considered in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.

Consultation

15.
Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact

16.
The response will acknowledge the petitioners’ concerns in accordance with standard Council processes.

17.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2019.

18.
DECISION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition References: CA19/1067579 and CA19/1077236

A key stage of Council’s neighbourhood planning process is to prepare and receive community feedback on a neighbourhood plan draft strategy document, which then guides the preparation of a draft neighbourhood plan. This document combines initial community input, including online survey responses and insights from a Community Planning Team, with the findings of background research and technical studies undertaken by Council. The intent of a neighbourhood plan draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the neighbourhood plan study area to inform an amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014.

The Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy was released for community feedback from 8 October 2019 to 4 November 2019 (20 business days). The issues raised within the petitions will be further investigated, along with the other community responses, in preparing the draft Sandgate district neighbourhood plan (the draft neighbourhood plan). Council is currently reviewing all of the feedback responses received including emails, letters, online feedback forms and petitions. Once the review is complete, a report will be made available, indicating community feedback and how it has been considered in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.

Council has conducted the community consultation for this project in accordance with Council’s neighbourhood planning process, which is applied across Brisbane. There are future opportunities to provide feedback on proposals. Council accepts the petitioners’ concerns as community feedback to be considered and investigated in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.

Council will again consult with the community on the draft neighbourhood plan, containing more detailed proposals, in 2020.

NOTED

B
PETITIONS – OBJECTING TO THE REZONING OF PARTS OF DEAGON TO LOW-MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL AS INDICATED IN THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY

CA19/1067108 and CA19/1077766

468/2019-20

19.
Two petitions from residents, objecting to the rezoning of parts of Deagon to Low-medium density residential as indicated in the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy (the draft strategy), were presented to the meeting of Council held on 5 November 2019, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, and received.

20.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

21.
The petitions contain a total of 1,354 signatures.

22.
In February 2019, Council approved the preparation of an update of the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan (the neighbourhood plan) under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). The study area for the neighbourhood plan is slightly smaller than the existing neighbourhood plan area as it excludes the suburb of Brighton, a low-growth, predominantly low density residential area. The revision of the neighbourhood plan has focused consultation efforts and activities with the community in the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon and Shorncliffe to consider how they may change and grow in the future.

23.
A key stage of Council’s neighbourhood planning process is to prepare and receive community feedback on a draft strategy, which then guides the preparation of the draft neighbourhood plan. A draft strategy combines initial community input, including online survey responses and insights from a Community Planning Team, with the findings of background research and technical studies undertaken by Council.

24.
The draft strategy was released for community feedback from 8 October 2019 to 4 November 2019 (20 business days) and includes the following strategy and action:


-
Strategy 1.3 Encourage housing choice for people of all stages of life

-
Action 1.3.4 Investigate opportunities to allow new attached residential development of up to three storeys through zoning changes to selected areas around the Deagon train station.

25.
The draft strategy contains a Bayside Living Snapshot map which designates areas in the vicinity of Deagon train station as ‘Propose to rezone to low-medium density residential (up to 3 storeys) zone, supporting townhouses and apartments’. The petitioners raise concerns about the potential impact this proposal may have on the character, culture and lifestyle of Deagon, and the potential for traffic congestion.

26.
These petitions will be considered as community feedback on the draft strategy. Council is currently reviewing all of the feedback responses received, including emails, letters, online feedback forms and other petitions. Once this review is complete, a report will be made available, indicating community feedback and how this has been considered in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.

27.
The intent of a draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the study area, and to inform an amendment to City Plan. The draft strategy is the first opportunity for Council to test the broader community’s views on ideas canvassed as part of the Community Planning Team’s discussions. Given the community’s objection to the proposal to rezone parts of Deagon to Low‑medium density residential, it will not progress into the draft neighbourhood plan.

28.
Once a draft neighbourhood plan has been prepared, it will be presented to Council for endorsement to submit to the Queensland Government for a State interest review, prior to being released for formal public consultation. Once the Queensland Government approves public consultation to take place on the draft neighbourhood plan, the formal public consultation process, anticipated to occur during 2020, must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules and the Planning Act 2016. This enables the community another opportunity to provide feedback and submit a formal submission to Council. All submissions must be considered and reported to Council and the Queensland Government.

Consultation

29.
Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact

30.
The response will acknowledge the petitioners’ concerns in accordance with standard Council processes.

31.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 9 December 2019.

32.
DECISION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition References: CA19/1077766 and CA19/1067108
Council acknowledges the petitioners’ objection regarding the proposal to rezone parts of Deagon to Low‑medium density residential in the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy (draft strategy). Council accepts the petitions as community feedback to be considered and investigated in preparing the draft Sandgate district neighbourhood plan (the draft neighbourhood plan).

The intent of a draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the study area, and to inform an amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014. The draft strategy is the first opportunity for Council to test the broader community’s views on ideas canvassed as part of the Community Planning Team’s discussions. Given the community’s objection to this proposal to rezone parts of Deagon to Low-medium density residential, it will not progress into the draft neighbourhood plan.

Once a draft neighbourhood plan has been prepared, it will be presented to Council for endorsement to submit to the Queensland Government for a State interest review, prior to being released for formal public consultation, which is anticipated to occur during 2020. This enables the community another opportunity to provide feedback and submit a formal submission to Council. All submissions must be considered and reported to Council and the Queensland Government.

NOTED

C
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENSURES THAT THE ACTIVE TRANSPORT CORRIDOR PATH THROUGH THE HOWARD SMITH WHARVES DEVELOPMENT BE UPGRADED AND MADE SAFE

CA19/298117 and CA19/331613

469/2019-20

33.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council ensures that the active transport corridor path through the Howard Smith Wharves development be upgraded and made safe, were received during the Autumn Recess 2019.

34.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

35.
The petitions contain a total of 692 signatures. 

36. 
The petitioners believe the cycle route through the Howard Smith Wharves Revitalisation Project (the project) is substandard in the following ways. 

-
The path surface is not smooth and has prematurely worn, resulting in loose aggregate on the surface and potholes. 

-
The path contains bends which are overly acute and unnecessary, and result in pedestrian/bicycle conflict and corner-cutting by users.

-
The developer has ignored best practice by not providing a segregated path for cyclists. 

37.
The petitioners request that the path surface be replaced with a smooth, even, wear resistant material. The petitioners also request that the path be realigned to remove bends and that a segregated cyclist path is established. 

38.
The current path alignment was designed to promote both cycling and walking as viable options for travelling through the project area. The path alignment was assessed within the overall development assessment of the project and was found to be the most practically achievable alignment that balanced anticipated pedestrian and cyclist movements. The path also corresponds to the broader access easements planned for the site.

39.
During the project assessment process, Council considered the provision of a fully segregated bicycle and pedestrian path, and decided it was not achievable due to the constraints of the site. At this time, Council has no plans to install a separate bicycle and pedestrian path.

40.
The original path was installed by the project developer and Council agreed to its trial application. Council later determined that the path was unfit for purpose and Council officers began working with the project developer to arrange its replacement. The path has since been resurfaced with asphalt concrete.

Funding
41.
The project developer paid for the replacement of the path surface. 

Consultation

42.
Councillor Vicki Howard, Councillor for Central Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact

43.
The path surface has been upgraded to be more suitable for cyclists and pedestrians.

44.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

45.
DECISION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition references: CA19/298117 and CA19/331613

The current path alignment was designed to promote both cycling and walking as viable options for travelling through the project area. The path alignment was assessed within the overall development assessment of the Howard Smith Wharves Revitalisation Project and was found to be the most practically achievable alignment that balanced anticipated pedestrian movements and cyclist movements. The path also corresponds to the broader access easements planned for the site.

During the project assessment process, Council considered the provision of a fully segregated bicycle and pedestrian path, and decided it was not achievable due to the constraints of the site. At this time, Council has no plans to install a separate bicycle and pedestrian path.

The original path was installed by the project developer and Council agreed to its trial application. Council later determined that the path was unfit for purpose and Council officers began working with the project developer to arrange its replacement. The path has since been resurfaced with asphalt concrete.

NOTED

D
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL CHANGE THE EXISTING USE RIGHTS OF INDUSTRIAL BUSINESSES IN ANNIE STREET, ROCKLEA, TO ADDRESS NOISE POLLUTION AND PARKING AND SAFETY CONCERNS

CA19/862665

470/2019-20

46.
A petition from residents, requesting Council change the existing use rights of industrial businesses in Annie Street, Rocklea, to address noise pollution and parking and safety concerns, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 10 September 2019, by Councillor Steve Griffiths, and received.  

47.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

48.
The petition contains 39 signatures. 

49.
The petitioners request Council change the existing development rights of industrial businesses in Annie Street, Rocklea, introduced under the 1965 City of Brisbane Town Plan, and introduce reasonable operating hours. The petitioners’ concerns include the following:

-
the existing industrial uses have inappropriate operating hours and are resulting in sleep disturbance

-
noise pollution experienced from trucks attending businesses

-
trucks are currently parking on footpaths and nature strips, raising safety concerns for pedestrians and clients attending the Multicap and Wesley Mission sites.

50.
The industrial properties are located along the northern side of Annie Street within the General industry A zone of Brisbane City Plan 2014. The southern side of Annie Street includes existing dwelling houses that are located within the Low density residential zone. 

51.
The industrial uses in Annie Street were lawfully established while the superseded 1965 and 1978 City of Brisbane Town Plans were in effect. These properties were zoned for industrial purposes, and therefore development for industry did not require the consent of Council. 

52.
The development history for all the industrial properties has been reviewed by Council officers and it is noted that there are no conditions of approval limiting hours of operation to a prescribed period. Hours of operation for such uses were not specifically nominated, regulated or conditioned under these relevant planning instruments.

53.
In accordance with section 260 of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act), existing land uses and rights are protected from subsequent changes to a planning scheme. Under the Act, Council cannot require business operators lawfully using a premises to stop the use from continuing, further regulate the use or require the use to be changed.

54.
The enforcement of compliance with hours of operation can be actioned by Council under the Act where the development use is not compliant with conditions of approval or a current environmentally relevant activity permit. In the absence of specific conditions of approval, Council can investigate and administer parts of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EPA) that manage environmental nuisance, including noise pollution.

55.
Complaints relating to environmental nuisance, including noise nuisance, can be reported to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888. Members of the public can request an environmental nuisance diary to record the times/days where they may be affected by noise over a 14‑day period. The completed form is then returned to Council for assessment and further investigation if required. An environmental nuisance diary will be provided to the head petitioner.

56.
Before Council can take any action in relation to an alleged unlawful environmental nuisance, it must first substantiate that the nuisance criteria are met. The EPA states Council must consider the general emission criteria set out in the EPA when determining if an emission is an unlawful environmental nuisance. The general emission criteria include considerations of the emission’s characteristics or qualities, such as the duration and time of the emission, whether it is continuous or fluctuating, and the types of emission that could reasonably be expected in the receiving environment. To assist in making an informed judgement about unlawful environmental nuisances, Council requires an investigating officer to witness the emission taking place. The information provided in the environmental nuisance diary will assist in determining the most appropriate time to conduct an onsite assessment. 

57.
Regarding the issue of illegal parking, Council’s Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, has arranged for officers to conduct patrols of the area to ensure all vehicles are complying with the road rules. If a breach of the road rules is observed, enforcement action will be taken.

Consultation

58.
Councillor Steve Griffiths, Councillor for Moorooka Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

59.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

60.
DECISION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition Reference: CA19/862665 

The industrial uses in Annie Street, Rocklea, were lawfully established while the now superseded 1965 and 1978 City of Brisbane Town Plans were in effect. These properties were zoned for industrial purposes and therefore development for industry did not require the consent of Council. 

The development history for all the industrial properties has been reviewed by Council officers and it is noted that there are no conditions of approval limiting hours of operation. Hours of operation for such uses were not specifically nominated, regulated or conditioned under these relevant planning instruments.
In accordance with section 260 of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act), existing land uses and rights are protected from subsequent changes to a planning scheme. Under the Act, Council cannot require business operators lawfully using a premises to stop the use from continuing, further regulate the use or require the use to be changed.

The enforcement of hours of operation can be actioned by Council under the Act where the development use is not compliant with particular conditions of approval or a current environmentally relevant activity permit. In the absence of specific conditions of approval, Council can investigate and administer parts of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EPA) that manage environmental nuisance, including noise pollution.

Complaints relating to environmental nuisance, including noise nuisance, can be reported to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888. Members of the public can request an environmental nuisance diary to record the times/days where they may be affected by noise over a 14‑day period. The completed form is then returned to Council for assessment and further investigation if required. 

Before Council can take any action in relation to an alleged unlawful environmental nuisance, it must first substantiate that the nuisance criteria are met. The EPA states Council must consider the general emission criteria set out in the EPA when determining if an emission is an unlawful environmental nuisance. The general emission criteria include considerations of the emission’s characteristics or qualities, such as the duration and time of the emission, whether it is continuous or fluctuating, and the types of emission that could reasonably be expected in the receiving environment. To assist in making an informed judgement about unlawful environmental nuisances, Council requires an investigating officer to witness the emission taking place. The information provided in the environmental nuisance diary will assist in determining the most appropriate time to conduct an onsite assessment. 

Regarding the issue of illegal parking, Council’s Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, has arranged for officers to conduct patrols of the area to ensure all vehicles are complying with the road rules. If a breach of the road rules is observed, enforcement action may be taken.

Incidences of illegal parking can also be reported to Council’s Contact Centre. An officer will attend as soon as practicable and assess whether appropriate enforcement action is warranted.

NOTED

E
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL DEFEND AGAINST THE APPEAL OF COUNCIL’S DECISION TO REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR THE SUBDIVISION OF 54 AND 133 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693)

CA19/1137210

471/2019-20

61.
A petition from residents, requesting Council defend against the appeal of Council’s decision to refuse the development application for the subdivision of 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside (subject site) (application reference A005003693), was presented to the meeting of Council held on 19 November 2019, by Councillor Peter Cumming, and received.  

62.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

63.
The petition contains 19 signatures. 

64.
The petitioners ask that Council defend against the appeal for the duration of the trial before the Planning and Environment Court, and are strenuously against Council settling before or during the appeal process and/or agreeing to approve a modified development of the site.

65.
A development application for a staged subdivision proposal over land at 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside, was lodged with Council on 22 August 2018 and was properly made on 30 August 2018.

66.
The subject site consists of two lots which are located within the Rural zone and Environmental management zone under the Brisbane City Plan 2014, and is located within the River gateway neighbourhood plan area. 

67.
The subject site is irregular in shape with a combined area of 35,070 m2, and there are no existing structures onsite. The subject site has previously been utilised by the Southside Pony Club. 

68.
The subject site comprises established vegetation within the north-western portion of the site and waterway vegetation, including mangroves, along Perrin Creek and its tributary along the eastern boundary of the site. The subject site is a channelised waterway (Perrin Creek) with no existing improvements and is burdened by an easement in favour of Brisbane City Council over the entire lot.

69.
The application was impact assessable and subject to public notification in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Public notification was carried out between 8 January and 31 January 2019. Council received 48 objections of which three were properly made.

70.
The application was assessed by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, and was refused on 5 April 2019. The local Councillor was advised of Council’s decision on 8 April 2019.

71.
An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 8 May 2019 (Court reference 1588/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the Court process.

Consultation

72.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, was notified of the application on 6 September 2018 and advised via email on 18 September 2018 that as she owns land in the locality there may be a perceived conflict of interest and therefore, she would not be making any comments in relation to the application.

73.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

74.
DECISION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition reference: CA19/1137210

A development application for a staged subdivision proposal over land at 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside (subject site), was lodged with Council on 22 August 2018 and was properly made on 30 August 2018.

The subject site consists of two lots which are located within the Rural zone and Environmental management zone under the Brisbane City Plan 2014, and is located within the River gateway neighbourhood plan area. 

The subject site is irregular in shape with a combined area of 35,070 m2, and there are no existing structures onsite. The site has previously been utilised by the Southside Pony Club. 

The subject site is comprised of established vegetation within the north-western portion of the site and waterway vegetation, including mangroves along Perrin Creek and its tributary along the eastern boundary of the subject site. The site at 133 Beelarong Street is a channelised waterway (Perrin Creek) with no existing improvements and is burdened by an easement in favour of Brisbane City Council over the entire lot.

The application was impact assessable and subject to public notification in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Public notification was carried out between 8 January and 31 January 2019. Council received 48 objections of which three were properly made.

The application was assessed by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, and was refused on 5 April 2019.

An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 8 May 2019 (Court reference 1588/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the Court process.

The progress of the appeal can be followed on the Queensland Court’s website at www.courts.qld.gov.au be selecting ‘Search civil files’. Continue by clicking on ‘Party search (eCourts)’, entering the file number 1588/19 and clicking search.

NOTED

ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of Council during the Summer Recess 2019-20, on matters usually considered by the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, be noted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. There was two petitions that were put through in the Establishment and Coordination Committee, and also two park namings. I’ll leave it up to the Chamber for debate.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
I rise tonight, Mr Speaker—Chair?

Chair:
Chair.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Mr Chair. Sorry.

Chair:
Yes, that’s alright.

Councillor ATWOOD:
To speak on item B, about the naming of Captain Doug Hislop Park. Mr Chair, I’m very humbled to stand before you tonight to recognise a local resident who risked his life more than once for the good people of Brisbane.


Following his entrepreneurial example demonstrated by his father, who had a cargo business running between Brisbane and Southport, a young Doug Hislop hit the Brisbane River in the 1970s with is new business called Bowen Tugs and Barges, offering specialised transport services to the construction industry, but it hasn’t always been smooth sailing.


During the notorious 1974 floods, four barges broke free from their moorings on the river near Goodna. Whilst three were secured, the fourth became trapped against the Centenary Bridge. Doug spent six days straight on the river and drove against the barge until it sank. Whilst the Centenary Bridge was damaged, a far worse outcome was avoided by Doug’s skills and resilience.


Fast forward to the floods in 2011, in the middle of the night Doug took to the river with his mate, the late Peter Fenton. Doug had been listening to the radio reports that a 150-metre-long concrete section of the river walk at New Farm had broken free and was heading towards the Gateway Bridge. The river was peaking at 4.46 metres and according to Doug, it felt like a big high tide. The Gateway Bridge pylons had turned that section into something like rafting rapids.


In a job the military had said was too dangerous, Doug steered Mavis the tugboat through the eddies and whirlpools on the edges, passing successfully under the bridge as dawn broke. Coming across the walkway, Doug’s experience came through again as he nudged and spun the walkway straight up and down, through, and guided it past the Rivergate Marina and further along past the industrial depots. 


With the precision guidance of the missile, Doug and Pete got the walkway under the bridge and eventually to safety at Nudgee Beach. 


Captain Doug Hislop has rightly been honoured with a National Emergency Medal for his service during the 2011 Brisbane floods, Local Hero of Queensland 2012, a Commendation of Bravery Award 2013, and a children’s book has been written about him, Mavis the Tugboat. It was written actually by Dianne Lonergan who’s actually here in the Chamber tonight with us. It has been an aspiring Australian children’s book and it was no surprise that all of the profits from this book are going to the Mater Little Miracles. 


Today, on behalf of LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, I am excited to announce that in honour and recognition of Doug’s substantial contribution to Brisbane City Council, we will be naming a park near the new Murarrie Recreation Hub on the banks of the Brisbane River the Captain Doug Hislop Park.


It is with pleasure to share this news earlier with the Hislop family, and I look forward to welcoming them to the community—sorry and the community to an official naming ceremony in the near future. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I just rise to speak on item D, which is the naming of the boardwalk at Bowies Flat Wetlands at Camp Hill as Catherine Birmingham Boardwalk.


Many of us in the Chamber will have known Catherine when she served as Councillor for East Brisbane. I know I had a very good relationship with Catherine. She’s a very warm person who contributed a lot to our city, and that her family are very supportive of this naming, and of course we on this side of the Chamber are very supportive of it as well.


It’s a good way to honour Catherine and the great work she did in the local community, and I think everyone welcomes that. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much Mr Chairman. I just rise to enter the debate on the park naming for Shafik Torbey Park at Darra.


I joined with 100 plus residents and family members last Saturday to unveil the official naming of what was called Balfour Park. It was named after the street, Mr Chairman, to Shafik Torbey Park.


Mr Torbey and his wife moved to Darra in 1959. They raised their seven kids in Darra. He lived there his whole life, all 60 plus—61 years of his life in Darra. He opened a drapery shop in 1959 that ran through until 1977. Then he opened a menswear shop in the Darra shops beside the railway station and served the community until 1983.


He was a 59-year member of the Cementco Bowls Club. He was a 38-year patron of that organisation, president, and held numerous other positions on committees in that organisation, Mr Chairman, and made a life member in 1995.


He was recognised for his services to the Lebanese community in 1988 with an OAM, and on top of all of this, he spent 50 years—50 plus years working with St Vincent de Paul serving the community, supporting those in need and providing help to the people that needed it most. Not just in our community, in the Jamboree Ward, but indeed right across the city.


His whole family was—the surviving members of his family were there, Mr Chairman. It’s a very sad set of circumstances. Shafik passed away about 18 months ago. His wife passed away about nine months ago—eight to nine months ago, Mr Chairman, but we had relatives from Sydney. We had relatives from right across the Brisbane community. We had representatives from three different churches, including representatives from all of the Lebanese churches here in Brisbane. 


It was a real celebration of the life of the Torbey family, their contribution to Darra and their contribution more broadly to the City of Brisbane, Mr Chairman, and to the Lebanese community and the important role that they played in making our city an inclusive and diverse city.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM: 
Yes, thanks, Chair. I stand to speak briefly on item D, the naming of Bowies Flat Boardwalk after the late Catherine Birmingham.


This is something that I initiated after speaking to Catherine’s daughter at a fete last year. Catherine’s support in establishing Bowies Flat Wetland in 2001 is one of her lasting legacies for my community. The boardwalk, which spans the water catchment area, remains a popular spot for birdwatchers and residents both young and old who visit the ducks and the other species there.


The wetland receives stormwater from the catchment of Bridgewater Creek and was created by Brisbane City Council in conjunction with N4C (Norman Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee) and the local community.


The goal of Bowies Flat Wetland is to treat stormwater and mitigate flooding whilst providing a local habitat and pleasant parkland space for visitors. At the time it was built, it was a pioneering project. In all the reading I’ve done I can’t find definitive reasons why Bowies Flat was named Bowies Flat, but we can all here know and understand why the naming of the boardwalk is a fitting tribute to Catherine.


In working with Catherine’s daughter on this she told me that her mum enjoyed visiting this peaceful spot, and she couldn’t think of a better tribute to recognise Catherine’s contribution to our community. It’s been wonderful to receive many messages of support from Catherine’s family and friends for this. The family is planning to have a small occasion to mark her birthday and I look forward to joining them. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, Councillor HAMMOND?

I will now put the resolution.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
A
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL INSTALL A DOG OFF‑LEASH AREA IN MERRY STREET PARK, BULIMBA

CA19/810035

472/2019-20

1.
A petition from residents requesting that Council install a dog off-leash area (DOLA) in Merry Street Park, Bulimba, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 27 August 2019, by Councillor Charles Strunk on behalf of Councillor Kara Cook, and received.

2.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

3. 
The petition contains 33 signatures. 

4.
Merry Street Park is a large leased district sports park, used by the Bulimba Junior Sports Club Incorporated, which has amenity facilities and two full size rugby league fields. Most of the area on the corner of Merry and Kenbury Streets, Bulimba, is part of the leased area. Attachment B (submitted on file), shows the leased area and the overland flow path extent.

5.
Merry Street Park is listed on Council’s Contaminated Land Register as a former landfill site with a shallow cover. Previous upgrades to the sports field exposed buried WWII waste at a shallow depth. Council’s Landfill Remediation Unit, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, has advised that in its present condition, the area should not be used for a DOLA. 

6.
Consultation was conducted between Council’s Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure; Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability; and Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services.

7.
The installation of a DOLA would also conflict with the Bulimba Junior Sports Club Incorporated lease terms. The only area available would be outside the community leased area, which would be unsuitable and does not adhere to the DOLA guidelines under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). 

8.
In the Park code of City Plan, the Infrastructure design planning scheme policy specifically relating to DOLAs states that they should not cause nuisance to surrounding properties and are an appropriate size for the intended use and anticipated demand. The proposed site is in close proximity to neighbouring residences and the size of the area is under the minimum requirement (0.3 ha). If the DOLA is located outside of the lease area, it would not function as intended.

Consultation

9.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

10.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

11.
DECISION:


THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL HAS COMPLETED CONSULTATION WITH OUR INTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS AND IT WAS DETERMINED COUNCIL DOES NOT SUPPORT THE INSTALLATION OF A DOG OFF-LEASH AREA IN MERRY STREET PARK, BULIMBA.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/810035

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council install a dog off-leash area (DOLA) in Merry Street Park, Bulimba.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council does not support the installation of a DOLA in Merry Street Park, Bulimba.

Consultation was conducted between the following Council branches: Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure; Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability; and Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services.

The installation of a DOLA would also conflict with the Bulimba Junior Sports Club Incorporated lease terms. The only area available would be outside the community leased area, which is unsuitable and does not meet the requirements of the DOLA guidelines under the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). 

In the Park code of City Plan, the Infrastructure design planning scheme policy specifically relating to DOLAs state that they should not cause nuisance to surrounding properties and be of an appropriate size for the intended use and anticipated demand. The requested DOLA is in close proximity to neighbouring residences and the size of the area is under the minimum requirement (0.3 ha). 

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr John Niukkanen, Regional Coordinator Parks, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

NOTED

B
PARK NAMING – FORMAL NAMING OF THE PARK CURRENTLY KNOWN AS METROPLEX AVENUE (NO. 69) PARK, LOCATED AT 69 METROPLEX AVENUE, MURARRIE, AS ‘CAPTAIN DOUG HISLOP PARK’

161/540/567/185

473/2019-20

12.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information. 

13.
Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, received a request from the previous Councillor for Doboy Ward, Councillor Ryan Murphy, and from the current Councillor for Doboy Ward, Councillor Lisa Atwood, requesting that Council formally name Metroplex Avenue (No. 69) Park (D2118, B‑RE-0305), located at 69 Metroplex Avenue, Murarrie, as ‘Captain Doug Hislop Park’.

14.
Metroplex Avenue (No. 69) Park is situated on the Brisbane River in the Metroplex on Gateway business and industrial park at Murarrie, adjacent to the Gateway Bridge.

15.
Metroplex Avenue (No. 69) Park provides excellent views of the Gateway Bridge, and includes park facilities such as a shared bikeway link, a picnic shelter with an electric barbeque, and a fishing and viewing platform.

16.
During the 2011 Brisbane floods, tugboat owner, Mr Doug Hislop, demonstrated extreme bravery in using his tugboat to stop a partially submerged 3,000 tonne section of the Riverwalk that had broken away from the river bank at New Farm, from crashing into the Gateway Bridge.

17.
Consultation was undertaken with the Metroplex Body Corporate Committee and Mrs Dianne Lonergan, the author of Mavis the Amazing Tugboat, a children’s book that tells the story of Captain Doug Hislop and his tugboat, Mavis, who won hearts across Australia during the 2011 Brisbane floods.

18.
It is proposed to erect a park naming sign and history panel with the following wording:

‘Captain Doug Hislop Park

This park is named after Captain Doug Hislop who saved the Gateway Bridge from damage during the 2011 Brisbane floods.

Doug and his tugboat, Mavis, skilfully secured a 3,000 tonne slab of concrete which was rushing downstream on a collision course with the bridge.

Remarkably, he served the community in a similar capacity during the 1974 floods when he drove a trapped barge away from the Centenary Bridge.

Captain Doug Hislop spent his life working as a tugboat captain on the Brisbane River and this park is named in honour of his bravery and his continued dedication to the people of Brisbane.’

Funding 

19.
Funding for the park name sign and history panel is available in the East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation

20.
Councillor Lisa Atwood, Councillor for Doboy Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

Customer impact 

21.
The park naming will give recognition to Captain Doug Hislop’s bravery and his continued dedication to the people of Brisbane.

22.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

23.
DECISION:


THAT APPROVAL BE GRANTED TO RENAME THE PARK CURRENTLY KNOWN AS METROPLEX AVENUE (NO. 69) PARK, LOCATED AT 69 METROPLEX AVENUE, MURARRIE, AS ‘CAPTAIN DOUG HISLOP PARK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 0S03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE. IT IS ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT A PARK NAME SIGN WITH A HISTORY PANEL BE ERECTED IN THIS PARK.

NOTED

C
PARK NAMING – FORMAL NAMING OF THE PARK CURRENTLY KNOWN AS BALFOUR PARK, 56 WINSLOW STREET, DARRA, TO ‘SHAFIK TORBEY PARK’

161/540/567/193

474/2019-20

24.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information. 

25.
West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, received a request from Councillor Matthew Bourke, Councillor for Jamboree Ward, requesting that the park currently known as Balfour Park (D0326, B-RE-1930), 56 Winslow Street, Darra, be formally named as ‘Shafik Torbey Park’.

26.
Asset Services investigated and considered the park naming request and has recommended that approval be granted to formally name the park.

27.
Mr Shafik Torbey resided in Darra from 1959 until his death in September 2018. He first ran a drapery store in Darra from 1959 to 1977. He then built a small strip of shops on the corner of Railway Parade and Scotts Road, Darra, after which he ran a menswear store in Darra from 1977 to 1983.

28.
Mr Torbey had several affiliations with the following local clubs and community-focused associations.

-
Member of the Darra Cementco Bowls Club for 59 years – he became a life member in 1995 and represented Queensland in the interstate competition a number of times between 1961 to 1983.

-
President of the Darra Cementco Bowls Club for three years, and Treasurer for many successive years.

-
Patron of the Darra Cementco Bowls Club for 38 years (until his death).

-
Member of the Darra Progress Association for many years, which was established by Alderman Gordon Thompson in the 1960s.

-
Member of the Darra branch of the St Vincent de Paul Society for more than 50 years.

-
Member of the Darra Jindalee Catholic Parish Finance Committee for a number of years.

-
In 1975, he was the Inaugural Treasurer of the Brisbane Migrant Resource Centre where he served for a number of years.

29.
In 1988, he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for his service to the Lebanese community.

30.
Mr Torbey was a genuine worker who served the less fortunate in the community. He would regularly attend homes and the local caravan park to deliver food vouchers to those in need.

31.
In 2008, the annual Shafik Torbey Award was introduced at the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Darra, and is awarded to a year six student that has excelled in both school work and service to the community.

32.
Councillor Matthew Bourke undertook public consultation where he wrote to 1,200 residents from Darra to gain their support or alternative suggestions for the formal park naming. In response to the consultation, Councillor Bourke received 26 responses, with 23 votes in favour of the name change and three opposing.

Funding 

33.
Funding for the name sign is available in the West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation

34.
Councillor Matthew Bourke, Councillor for Jamboree Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

Customer impact 

35.
Formally naming the parkland will acknowledge Mr Torbey’s exceptional contribution and service to the local community.

36.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

37.
DECISION:


THAT APPROVAL BE GRANTED TO RENAME THE PARK CURRENTLY KNOWN AS BALFOUR PARK, LOCATED AT 56 WINSLOW STREET, DARRA, TO ‘SHAFIK TORBEY PARK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE.

NOTED

D
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE BOARDWALK AT BOWIE’S FLAT WETLAND, 19 BOONGALL ROAD, CAMP HILL, AS ‘CATHERINE BERMINGHAM BOARDWALK’, IN HONOUR OF THE FORMER COUNCILLOR FOR EAST BRISBANE

CA19/1194507
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38.
A petition from residents requesting that Council name the boardwalk at Bowie’s Flat Wetland, 19 Boongall Road, Camp Hill, as ‘Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk’, in honour of the former Councillor for East Brisbane, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 December 2019, by Councillor Peter Matic on behalf of Councillor Fiona Cunningham, and received.

39.
The A/Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

40. 
The petition contains six signatures. 

41.
Ms Catherine Bermingham was born in Maryborough and represented the ward of East Brisbane for 11 years. During her time as Councillor, Ms Bermingham served as Chair of Council as well as Chair of the Community Services Committee.

42.
Ms Bermingham’s support in establishing Bowie’s Flat Wetland in 2001 is one of her lasting legacies for the local community. Bowie’s Flat Wetland receives stormwater from the catchment of Bridgewater Creek and was created by Council in conjunction with the Norman Creek Catchment Committee and the local community.

43.
Ms Bermingham passed away in 2018. 
44.
An unmarked boardwalk over the main water catchment area is frequented by families and nature enthusiasts. Both the wetlands and surrounding parkland continue to be a popular and favoured destination for residents.

Funding 

45.
Funding will be obtained from the East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation

46.
Councillor Fiona Cunningham, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

47.
The A/Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

48.
DECISION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER NAMING THE BOARDWALK AT BOWIE’S FLAT WETLAND, 19 BOONGALL ROAD, CAMP HILL, AS ‘CATHERINE BERMINGHAM BOARDWALK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE, WITH THE INCLUSION OF A PARK NAME SIGN.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/1194507

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council name the boardwalk at Bowie’s Flat Wetland, 19 Boongall Road, Camp Hill, as ‘Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk’, in honour of the former Councillor for East Brisbane.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council will consider naming the boardwalk within Bowie’s Flat Wetland as ‘Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk’, in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure, with the inclusion of a park name sign.
Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brendon Whittaker, A/Regional Coordinator Parks, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

NOTED

E
PARK NAMING – FORMAL NAMING OF THE BOARDWALK LOCATED WITHIN BOWIE’S FLAT WETLAND, BOWIE’S FLAT PARK, 19 BOONGALL ROAD, CAMP HILL, AS ‘CATHERINE BERMINGHAM BOARDWALK’

161/540/567/195
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49.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information. 

50.
Council received a petition requesting to name the boardwalk at Bowie’s Flat Wetland, Bowie’s Flat Park, 19 Boongall Road, Camp Hill, as ‘Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk’. 

51.
Ms Bermingham was born in Maryborough and represented the ward of East Brisbane for 11 years. During her time as Councillor, Ms Bermingham served as Chair of Council as well as Chair of the Community Services Committee.

52.
Ms Bermingham passed away in 2018.

53.
Ms Bermingham’s support in establishing Bowie’s Flat Wetland in 2001 is one of her lasting legacies for the local community. 

54.
Bowie’s Flat Wetland is a park node (B-RE-1728-N002) of Bowie’s Flat Park (D0105), 19 Boongall Road, Camp Hill. The wetland receives stormwater from the catchment of Bridgewater Creek and was created by Council in conjunction with the Norman Creek Catchment Committee and the local community.

55.
An unmarked boardwalk over the main water catchment area is frequented by families and nature enthusiasts. Both the wetland and surrounding parkland continue to be a popular and favoured destination for residents. Attachment A (submitted on file) shows the location of the boardwalk that is proposed to be named.

Funding 

56.
Funding for the name sign is available in the East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation

57.
Councillor Fiona Cunningham, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

Customer impact 

58.
Formally naming the boardwalk will acknowledge Ms Bermingham’s support in establishing Bowie’s Flat Wetland and her contribution to the local community.

59.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 20 January 2020.

60.
DECISION:


THAT APPROVAL BE GRANTED TO NAME THE BOARDWALK LOCATED WITHIN BOWIE’S FLAT WETLAND, BOWIE’S FLAT PARK, 19 BOONGALL ROAD, CAMP HILL, AS ‘CATHERINE BERMINGHAM BOARDWALK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE.
NOTED

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors are there any petitions?


Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:
Mr Chair, I have two petitions; one requesting that Drag Queen Storytime be kept and supported, and one requesting that it not.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. Four petitions. One calling for the modification of dog-off-leash free area at Mulbeam Park, Boondall. Another titled Einbunpin Lagoon needs TLC (tender loving care)—couldn’t agree more. One calling for the upgrade of park equipment at Northgate Reserve Park. And another on the shelter for the bus stop on Buckland Road, Nundah.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, Mr Chair. The petition calling for a development to be reduced from 10 storeys to eight storeys at West Avenue, Wynnum.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Mr Chair, I have a petition of 700 residents calling for a new ferry terminal on the western side of the West End Peninsular.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I have a petition from residents of the Chelmer/Graceville area calling for a safe crossing point across Honour Avenue at Chelmer.

Chair:
Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Mr Chair, I have a petition requesting Council restrict the use of leaf blowers and other noisy powered yard tools during public holidays.

Chair:
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I have a petition requesting Council reject the proposed development application at 23 Griffith Place, Seven Hills, for eight storey towers.

Chair:
May I please have a resolution to receive the petitions.
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It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICAHRDS, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA20/115915
	Vicki Howard 
	Requesting Council continue to acknowledge that our city is made up of beautifully diverse cultural backgrounds, lifestyles, experiences and beliefs, and continue to support Drag Queen Storytime.  

	CA20/116000
	Vicki Howard 
	Requesting that public libraries are no longer used for Drag Queen Storytime. 

	CA20/114318
	Jared Cassidy  
	Requesting Council provide a segregated small dog area in the dog off-leash area in Mulbeam Park, Boondall. 

	CA20/114380
	Jared Cassidy 
	Requesting Council promise to work with locals to improve the state of the Einbunpin Lagoon and surrounding park. 

	CA20/128443
	Jared Cassidy  
	Requesting Council upgrade park equipment at Northgate Reserve, Northgate.  

	CA20/128341
	Jared Cassidy 
	Requesting Council install a shelter at bus stop 4/3 (Stop ID 004274), located at 26 Buckland Road, Nundah.

	CA20/114100
	Peter Cumming 
	Requesting Council refuse the proposed development application for 38 West Avenue, Wynnum. 

	CA20/128565
	Jonathan Sri 
	Requesting Council include funding in the annual budget and the Local Government Infrastructure Plan for a new ferry terminal or other high-capacity, high-frequency public transport service along the western side of the West End peninsula within the next three years. 

	CA20/114256
	Nicole Johnston 
	Requesting Council improve safety and access between Chelmer and Graceville by installing a staggered zebra crossing, flashing lights and safety cage at the refuge connecting to the pedestrian overpass between Honour Avenue, Chelmer, near Richmond Street and Appel Street, Graceville.  

	CA20/114169
	Peter Matic 
	Requesting Council restrict the use of leaf blowers and other noisy powered yard tools during public holidays. 

	CA20/114222
	Kara Cook 
	Requesting Council reject the proposed development application at 23 Griffith Place, Seven Hills, (application reference A005343882). 


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors are there any statements required as a result of a Councillor Conduct Review Panel order? There is no one standing.


Are there any matters of General Business?


Councillor RICHARDS.
Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on World Cancer Day, which is today, and what it means to me.


Today is World Cancer Day and I want to share with you my family’s journey, like I did when I stood up here in this place for the first time on 26 April 2016 to declare my maiden speech.

At that time, 6.03pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair.
Councillor RICHARDS:
I stated at the time that my family had faced tragedies, but after three years battling cancer of the uterus, my mother at the age of 63, who was my wise counsel, passed away just a few months after her mother who was 94.


These two matriarchs shaped who I am today. It is to them that I am eternally grateful, for they showed me what women can achieve; that a woman can do whatever she chooses; you just have to believe.


You see I share this from my life, as my mum was a warrior, for she had faced cancer before earlier in her life when she was 28. She was diagnosed with breast cancer and back then that prognosis was not good, it was dire.


It was during this moment in her life that she sat me down and my dad—as my sister was much younger—and talked out what it meant for her having cancer. The life or death choice of what options she could take to fight the disease. It was the choice of a radical way to live that she chose, which was to have all of her lymph nodes removed from her left side and her left breast. Life was what she chose no matter what.


What I now know, having nursed her through her last months, weeks and days, at home with dad and in hospital and palliative care, this woman taught me courage, strength and resilience. It is these traits that are my foundation for who I am.


Being a Councillor for the Pullenvale Ward is one of the greatest honours of my life. I am proud and honoured to serve the residents, community groups and local organisations of my ward for as long as I am a Councillor. Nothing has changed. I am the elected Councillor for the Pullenvale Ward until 28 March 2020, and I remain true to the values; have never changed my colours; I am blue through and through.


I am loyal to my community, which has shown so much support, faith and belief in me. Thank you mum for shining the light on courage, strength and resilience. Thank you, Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CUMMING. Thank you.
Councillor CUMMING:
I rise to speak about a phenomenon that’s caused a lot of concerns in the Wynnum Manly area over the last month or so. My ward has been blighted in early 2020 by a phenomenon which Council has failed to deal with in my view. I refer of course to the vile smell emanating from The Esplanade.


Now The Esplanade runs for about five kilometres in Wynnum Manly. From Wynnum North through Wynnum, Manly and down to Lota. Rotten seaweed was washed up on The Esplanade in large quantities. I received an increasing number of calls over the Christmas/New Year period. People also raised the matter with me while I was doorknocking over this period, and yes I was doorknocking over that period.


I let the Council CEO, Colin Jensen, know about the issue and according to Council staff the odours caused by the rotting seagrass, the heat, the lack of rain and importantly, by the effect of two algaes—one’s a blue-green algae and the other one’s one which I haven’t heard an official name for at present. The strength of the sewerage-style smell is such that some people have asked for Queensland Health to do an analysis of the smell in case it’s to be noxious and could cause difficulty for the people with their breathing. This hasn’t been done as yet, but that shows how seriously a lot of residents regard the issue.


About four weeks ago Council did some work. They cleaned out the seagrass off the sandy beach areas along The Esplanade. Unfortunately, that’s only three small areas where Council has placed sand in the past, and encourages children to play or swim. There’s two of them in Wynnum and one down in Manly.


A week later Council removed a large amount of seagrass from the southern corner of the area between the jetty and the rock wall. I was told a truckload of rotting seagrass was removed from this area. My visual observation was that the thickness of the seagrass in this area where it really stockpiles up against each other, was reduced from about two metres deep to less than a metre deep.


So that was good work from Council. However, complaints about the noxious seagrass smell have continued in the weeks since that time, and we haven’t had any work done in recent times.


My office has recorded all the comments and sent them off to the CEO. I’ve also written to LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, in recent times, and I call upon the LORD MAYOR to authorise more resources to be given to this problem. More work needs to be done on the issue and it needs to be done as a matter of urgency.


The residents in Wynnum Manly have had enough. People are avoiding The Esplanade because of the stench. They’re not walking there. They are not patronising local cafes and for several months now the glorious Wynnum Manly Esplanade has become a no-go area for many people.


This is not acceptable. The LORD MAYOR needs to fix this problem as a matter of urgency. As the matter has reared its ugly head for the last couple years, I believe Council needs to act quickly in future years and proactively resolve the problem as soon as it arises, rather than allowing it to drag on for several months, which happened last year as well.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor.

Further speakers?

Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Lunar New Year—xīnnián kuàilè. Today is Lìchūn in Chinese lunar solar calendar. It literally means the beginning of Spring, and since we are in the southern hemisphere, I see it as the beginning of the new season in the new year.


This year is the Year of the Rat, and according to the Chinese zodiac, this signifies significant challenges, and so far we have seen the challenges brought to us by the Novel Coronavirus, which is already causing a significant impact in our community.


But on the other hand, the Chinese zodiac also signifies that we will make it through this time of trial with experience and strong leadership. I would like to assure our residents in Brisbane that Team Schrinner is offering the experience, energy and leadership that will ensure Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today. Happy Lunar New Year.

Deputy Chair:
Further business?

No one—oh sorry, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. I rise to speak on the end of this Council term and the upcoming Council elections and issues related to that.


I’ve been reflecting upon this over Christmas and I want to put some things on the record about the election and this Council going forward.


It’s become clear to me that this Council is not functioning in a way in which services are being delivered to residents in a fair or reasonable way. In my view, under the Administration of this LNP government for the past 12 years and Campbell Newman’s leadership as Lord Mayor for the four years before that, this Council has been completely corporatised. It does not run as a community service delivery organisation in any way, shape or form.


The LNP has, to its detriment, completely corporatised it where it is only focused upon revenues, expenditures and not the services and people that it is set up to serve.


In my view, this has been increasingly happening, and I have watched it. It is a little bit like the frog being put in the pot of boiling water. You see things that are changing. Even two terms ago you ring up and there’d be a problem with a footpath and they’d go and fix it within a month. Now, five years later, petitions later, you cannot get a footpath fixed. There’s no money Councillor. There’d be a problem with something and you would say can you fix this and they would do it. That has completely stopped.


There are so many excuses coming from Council about why things cannot be done. There’s no budget; the policy doesn’t let us. It’s not to the benefit of the residents of Brisbane. Taking the time at the end of this term—my 12th—coming up to my 12th year in office—it is completely to the detriment of the city as well.


I could not believe what happened last week and this is one of the things that’s making me reflect on it. I had an elderly resident in Allardyce Street in Graceville contact me to say she’d been contacted by Council. She put some sprinklers out on the verge. These little popup sprinklers near her fence running off her tank water because the grass has been dying.


Now there are residents of a certain age in this city who are very proud of how their gardens look, how their verges look, and she was doing the right thing, she thought, by using her tank water to water not only her yard, but the Council verge to maintain the streetscape in her neighbourhood, and good on her.


She was contacted by a Council officer who told her that she had to remove it; that they were illegal. It gets better. She then asked them questions and said she didn’t realise that she wasn’t allowed to have them out there and thought that was the end of it.


Next thing a compliance notice turns up. Council’s officially and legally threatening these residents that they will have action taken against them if they do not remove the sprinklers.


Now she came to me between these two things happening and I went to Council to say hey what are you doing. I mean is there a safety issue here? If so, do they need to be moved? This resident’s trying to do the right thing in the drought conditions.


Then literally two days—or three days after—that was on the Thursday I think—and then on the Tuesday the resident said to me I’ve got this compliance notice. I was horrified—horrified—that elderly pensioners are being threatened by our Council. Not let’s work through this and try and figure it out. This Council just goes out and threatens pensioners. Since when has this been happening?


Then the next day on the Council poles in a park that we got permission for, Souths Cricket had their banner put up by parks officers south officers on the official registered Council poles for community groups, and guess what? Another part of Council rings up the cricket club and says take your banner down. The cricket club comes to me and goes what’s going on Nicole. I again have to intervene.


I cannot—putting aside all the stupid politics that goes on, this Council is heading in the wrong direction. DAs are being badly handled. You’ve got cranky communities everywhere. You’ve got dangerous footpaths. I can’t get footpaths fixed in my ward.


There is an inherent unfairness around the expenditure of funds, both through our budget and other funding vehicles this Council has, such as the Bushland Acquisition Levy. 


Councillor GRIFFITHS and I can do nothing, but sit back and make a joke about it because of how overtly biased the LNP Administration is with respect to the allocation of funds for the purchase of bushland buyback. The fact that 67 Chapman Place in Oxley has not been brought back despite repeated promises by Council that it would be, and yet Councillor ADAMS gets three residential blocks brought back.


Today the latest is Stafford Heights. They’re getting their land brought back. Meanwhile in other parts of the city areas are neglected. Road projects in my ward are not being done.


I asked the LORD MAYOR a question before Christmas about our plans for the low rail bridge at Sherwood and Corinda, a question here in question time, and he did not even bother to get back to me. The Council is playing politics with the State Government over road issues.


It is just not good enough that this Council has lost its direction. It has lost its focus and it has become so corporatised and moribund in how it is now operating as a commercial vehicle only, that it has lost sight of what it needs to do to serve the residents of Brisbane.


I cannot sit back and watch people dying—dying—on Venner Road as Dr Copland did last year, and some LNP Councillors made a complaint against me because apparently I’m talking about a tunnel project in Annerley. That’s what they’re doing. Since when has it become a secret to not talk to our residents about important infrastructure upgrades that are needed, whether they are for them or against them? Since when is it this Administration says you can’t talk about something that my community’s been talking about for 12 years? 


The Annerley traders came and saw me the first year I was hear saying Nicole we want a tunnel, we want a bypass, and I’ve been advocating for it for 12 years. Meanwhile, the LNP over there have been doing secret studies for the past year and when I publicly talk about it, they make formal complaints against me.


This is not the way to govern the city. We need to be open, we need to be transparent, we need to be fair. This Administration has lost its way. The leadership of the LNP they have forgotten why they are here. We collect money in trust from the residents of Brisbane and we should be expending it on services to deliver a better standard of living for them. A vibrant and creative community, a safe community.


We will always have disagreements about how we think that can best be done, because there are lots of different viewpoints in that dynamic, but this Administration won’t even let those viewpoints be discussed. They want to shut down dissent, they want to shut down disagreement. They don’t want to debate over whether our Council should have offensive petitions on its website. They don’t want me to talk to my community about road projects, because for god sake they might actually have to do something in the southern suburbs because it is diabolically dangerous. Our roads are congested and nothing is happening. 


I sit back and I heard today there’s 18,000 cars on a road and that’s all getting fixed up over on the northside. I mean try 65,000 cars, residents dying and then this Council making a complaint against me for simply talking about the issue in Annerley.


Councillor Sutton said a long time ago in this place—and it was largely about me—that the Administration was sick. I think they’re delusional, they’re out of touch and I am so disappointed that the direction they have taken—this Council, which in my view is the corporatisation of this Council—has caused so much damage to the fabric of this city. So much damage. The planning decisions that have been made, the funding decisions that have been made, the policy decisions that have been made, and all this LORD MAYOR can do—he is as weak as water.


He stands up and says oh there’s no debt, we’ve balanced the budget. Debt’s the highest it has ever been in this city at $2.5 billion. He put $500 million of that on the backburner a few years ago when I spoke out against it. There’s no plan to pay it down. There’s no costings for Victoria Park, there’s no costing for the Green Bridge and he says oh it’s alright, it’s all fine. This Council’s heading in the wrong direction.
Deputy Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON your time has expired.

Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you. I rise tonight to speak about World Cancer Day and also the Calamvale District Park and Parkinson Aquatic Centre, the inclusiveness of that with the people locally with disabilities.


So firstly in regards to World Cancer Day, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the many people who support people who have been diagnosed with cancer, and the people that I’m predominantly speaking about are the doctors, the nurses, the allied health professionals, the researchers and the fundraisers for that research.


Having experienced a family member having six different episodes of cancer over a 28-year period, it has been very much a rollercoaster, and I know what it’s like for family members to have that confrontation multiple times with the diagnosis; going through the many tests, the many biopsies, the many operations. But to all of those cancer survivors out there, your resilience and your approach to wanting to be there for your families and that will to keep on going is something incredible. It is absolutely incredible.


To all of those families who have lost people to this insidious disease, like I also have, I know it is difficult to farewell a loved one to this disease, and all we can keep doing is supporting those researchers in their quest to find a cure.


That is why days like today are very important. It highlights to all of us that in many circumstances the people that we cross paths with on a day-to-day basis have all been touched in some way, shape or form by the effects and impacts of cancer on a family member, a friend or even a work colleague.


So today it is very important that we do recognise the work of all of those people behind the scenes; to the many people that through their efforts we do see a difference in the lives of those people impacted by cancer.


I would also at this point in time just like to acknowledge the many wonderful people who are associated with the special schools and the Special Olympics. Last night I had the absolute privilege of spending time with a number of people who are in training for the Special Olympics, and the joy that these people have in being able to swim at the Parkinson Aquatic Centre, along with everybody else in our community, is wonderful to see.


It is so important that we give people the opportunities to participate in active and healthy lifestyles and to help them achieve their potential, and for them to feel supported and see that they were there with their families, and feeling included in our community was wonderful.


I’d just like to give a special shout out to Holly, who is one of my Calamvale Special School students. Holly participates very extensively within the school, and also is in training for the Special Olympics. Calamvale District Park is also one of my special places because we have three special schools who participate in a tri-schools cross-country event. That particular park is one that is important because it was one of the first parks to receive the Changing Places toilets; to give more people the opportunity to feel part of the community, to experience our parks and to be in a place where families are and not feel restricted in any way.


So, at this point in time, I think it’s wonderful to recognise that we do have people in our community that are going above and beyond to support people, particularly with these Special Olympics coming up, and also a lot of those people supported the INAS Global Games.


So, our facilities do open doors, they do provide opportunities and I know Aiden will be—if he’s hearing about this speech he’ll be asking when am I coming to Parkinson Aquatic Centre for one of his special sessions. Aiden was a former student of Calamvale Special School. He is confined to a motorised wheelchair, but there are times when I do go down and I spend his swimming session with him.


This is what Council is all about in our city. It’s about providing these facilities to make sure that our residents can access very important facilities that can not only assist them in being part of our community, but can bring so much joy to them and their family. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. Listen I rise to speak on about six separate events actually that have taken place in my ward over the last two weeks actually. Obviously, it’s a very busy time for my Vietnamese community because of the Lunar New Year that’s being celebrated and continues to be celebrated actually up until this coming weekend I believe.


The first—we kicked off with the Tet Festival, which was attended by the Premier and the LORD MAYOR, along with a couple of Councillors here in the Chamber, and it was a fantastic Friday night. The rain held off until after they closed up for the night and then it came down in buckets. It actually collapsed about eight marquees, but the Vietnamese community—the way they are and the way—how resilient they are—by the next night, or really by probably the afternoon on the Saturday, everything was replaced—everything was up and going again and it was ready for that Saturday evening.


It was quite a—as I say, it was a very big festival that’s held in the Civic Centre car park which is a great wet weather venue, and it certainly needed to be that. Then the Saturday the rain held off again. So we were really blessed this year. Two great nights; many, many thousands of people that enjoyed—a few days later we had the Vietnamese seniors. They have their end of year—Lunar New Year get-together.


This is a very large organisation—Vietnamese large organisation. One hundred and fifty, two hundred Vietnamese seniors that meet every week, and it’s just a joy to be with them because they just—well they love company and also they entertain themselves with a myriad of performances, whether it be dance, karaoke, acting. All sorts of things to—it’s quite an amazing group to watch.


Then some days—a few days later we had the Vietnamese Catholic Church Thanksgiving Mass. I hadn’t been to the mass before, but I was invited to come along this year for a couple of different reasons which I won’t go into, but it was just quite amazing. The church itself of course is going to de-camp from the site in Lilac Street to Flint Street when they start building their new church over there, which all the approvals have come through and everything’s ready to go.


But what I was quite amazed—was it was an outdoor mass. The Bishop was there who conducted the mass and there was 2,000 people. I just couldn’t believe how many people and it’s all open, so if it rained we were going to be in big problems.


Anyway, so that took place and then a few days later the Vietnamese Mutual—last weekend we had the Vietnamese Mutual Assistance Dinner—end of year dinner to celebrate the Lunar New Year as well. Again it was held at the new Landmark Restaurant in the Inala Town Plaza. The same owners as the people that owned the Landmark over at Sunnybank, which I’ll be—I’ll be attending a dinner over there held by the Queensland Chinese Forum on Sunday.


But the common theme that ran through all these get-togethers, or all these events, was that they allocated part, if not all, the money that they were raising in some instances to the Bushfire Appeal. Many tens of thousands of dollars have been raised with the four Vietnamese events that I was telling you about.


On top of that I held an Australia Day Bushfire Appeal down on the lake and the Vietnamese Mutual Assistance Organisation donated over $3,000 to my fundraiser as well. Honestly they are just such a generous community and we’re just so lucky to have them in our community.


Finally, I wanted to talk a little bit about the fundraiser that we did down at the—for the ward. We had a lot of community and corporate support. It was all put together very, very quickly—within about a week and a half. I want to thank the Heritage Bank, BOQ, the Wasps Rugby Union Club, the Forsyth Ray White.


We had the Crochet Club as well. They actually were selling stuff to be donated to the Bushfire Appeal as well, and the Forsyth Lions Club underpinned the whole thing in regards to the food, which was very much appreciated.


So it was a great day. I just wanted to mention that we do get really, really good support and it’s for the Bushfire Appeals and it was just quite an event that only went over a period of a couple of hours, but everyone seemed to really enjoy coming along and taking part in something that’s greater than themselves. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor STRUNK.

Is there any further business? No one rising to their feet, I declare the meeting closed. See you next Tuesday.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths on 30 January 2020
Q1.
Regarding the Metro project, please provide the following: 

(a)
Please list all companies and individuals which have been contracted for work on the project (both complete and current); 

(b)
the total value of the contracts with each company/individual;

(c)
the purpose of the contract;

(d)
the Council RFx number;

(e)
the date of contract award;

(f)
the number of competing bids for each contract;

(g)
the expected completion date of each contract.

Q2.
Regarding the Metro project, please provide the following further information:

(a)
Please list all contracts for all remaining work on the Metro project which have not yet been signed (including those not yet tendered), 

(b)
the purpose of each contract and 

(c)
the budget for each contract/tender (i.e. what work is still to be undertaken).

Q3.
Please list all open (identified but not yet completed) footpath maintenance works as at December 31, 2019. 

Q4.
Please provide a cost estimate for the completion of all identified but not yet completed footpath maintenance works as at December 31, 2019.

Q5.
Please list all contracts between Andrew M Brown and Brisbane City Council between 27 March 2004 and 30 June 2018 including the total value of all contracts.

Q6.
Please outline the total value of all payments in salary, contracts and all other payments made to Andrew M Brown between 27 March 2004 and 30 June 2018.

Q7.
Please list all contracts between Andrew M Brown and Brisbane City Council since 1 July 2018 including the total value of all contracts.

Q8.
Please outline the total value of all payments in salary, contracts and all other payments made to Andrew M Brown since 1 July 2018.

Q9.
Please advise how many meetings have been held between Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner and former Lord Mayor Campbell Newman since 8 April 2019.

Q10.
Please advise the total budget for the “Faces of Brisbane” series.

Q11.
Please advise how many videos have been filmed as part of the “Faces of Brisbane” series (including those not yet released).

Q12.
Please list all companies involved in the development of marketing material for the Brisbetter campaign and the value of payments made to each company.

Q13.
Please advise the total budget for the Brisbetter marketing campaign for the current financial year.

Q14.
Please advise on what date the following policies were added to the “This is Brisbetter” webpage on the City Council website (under the news and publications heading):

(a)
Better Roads for Brisbane

(b)
Victoria Park

(c)
Better Suburbs Plan

(d)
Brisbane Metro

(e)
Five new green bridges

Q15.
Referring to the email sent by Corporate Communications to Ward Offices on 20 December 2019 regarding the Brisbetter campaign materials, please advise what licensing agreements have been signed relating to the Brisbetter campaign.

Q16.
Please list any companies or external entities with licenses or part licenses to any element of the Brisbetter campaign.

Q17.
Referring to the email sent by Corporate Communications to Ward Offices on 20 December 2019 and subsequent media reporting in the Brisbane Times, please advise why Corporate Communications suggested an end date to the Brisbetter campaign of 29 March 2020, while media have been told the campaign will end on 21 February 2020?

Q18.
Referring to the email sent by Corporate Communications to Ward Offices on 20 December 2019 and subsequent media reporting in the Brisbane Times, please advise how if licensing agreements expire on 29 March 2020, the campaign can restart on that date?

Q19.
Please advise the total budget for Brisbetter marketing for February and March 2020.

Q20.
Please advise the total amount spent by Brisbane City Council on television advertising (including on demand programming) in the following months:

(a)
October 2019

(b)
November 2019

(c)
December 2019

(d)
January 2020

Q21.
Please list the content or topic of each ad that Brisbane City Council ran on television in the months of October, November and December 2019 and in January 2020.

Q22.
Please list all video ads which have been produced as part of the Brisbetter campaign.

Q23.
Please advise the total budget for television advertising as part of the Brisbetter campaign for the 2019‑2020 financial year.

Q24.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the Metro project in the following financial years:

(a)
2017-18, 

(b)
2018-19 

(c)
Current financial year

Q25.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the Victoria Park project for the current financial year.

Q26.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the “Better Suburbs” initiative (including all programs and policies included under the initiative) for the current financial year.

Q27.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the “Seniors Travel for Free” initiative for the current financial year.

Q28.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the Double-decker CityCat for the current financial year.

Q29.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the “Small business support” initiative (including all programs and policies included under the initiative) for the current financial year.

Q30.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the Green Bridges project for the current financial year.

Q31.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the “More rate cuts for Brisbane” initiative (including all programs and policies included under the initiative).

Q32.
Please advise the total budget for marketing of the “Better roads for Brisbane” initiative (including all programs and policies included under the initiative).

Q33.
Referring to media reports regarding increased costs associated with delays to the Metro project, please advise what delays are expected as part of the project and what impact that has had on the completion timeline.

Q34.
Referring to media reports regarding increased costs associated with delays to the Metro project, please advise when Council expects to confirm the total budget for the Metro project.

Q35.
Referring to media reports regarding increased costs associated with delays to the Metro project and the Lord Mayor’s stated expectation that any additional costs would be met by the State Government, please advise whether the Lord Mayor has made a request to the State Government for additional funds and if so when the request was made and how much was requested.

Q36.
Referring to media reports regarding increased costs associated with changes to the Cultural Centre station and the choice of vehicle for the Metro project and the use of contingency funds to cover those increased costs, please advise what percentage of the original $944 million Metro budget was contingency funds.

Q37.
Please complete the following table regarding all Council flyers, publications, videos, online advertising and other advertising and marketing collateral (not including ward budget) which features the image of the Lord Mayor since 8 April 2019.

	Date
	Type of advertising (e.g. flyer, video, Facebook ad etc.)
	Publication / Issue / Event being promoted
	Number printed or number of impressions

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q38.
Please complete the table below by listing any non-Council employees (e.g. international delegations, visitors, speakers at events,) for whom Council has paid travel bills (including airfares, taxis, accommodation, parking etc.) since 1 July 2018, the total cost of the travel and the purpose of the travel.

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Q39.
Please complete the table below by listing all barristers Council has hired since 1 July 2018, the case(s) each barrister worked on and the total of payments to each barrister:

	Barrister
	Case
	Amount Paid

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Q40.
Please list the locations of all billboards owned by Brisbane City Council.

Q41.
Please complete the table below by listing all billboards which Council has advertised on since 1 July 2018, the issue or program being advertised on each billboard, and the cost of hiring or renting the billboard:

	Location of Billboard
	Issue/Program Advertised
	Cost of Billboard

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Q42.
Please advise how much has been spent by Brisbane City Council on hiring billboards across the city in the current financial year.

Q43.
Please advise the number of development applications with more than 20 units or dwellings that have been approved since 1 July 2018.

Q44.
Please advise the number of development applications with a height of more than 5 storeys that have been approved since 1 July 2018 (broken down by suburb).

Q45.
Please advise the average cost of the last 10 CityCats purchased by Council, excluding the double‑decker CityCat.  

Q46.
Please advise the total cost including design and construction of the double‑decker CityCat.

Q47.
Please advise the number of seats on the double-decker CityCat.

Q48.
Please advise the number of seats on a single-deck CityCat.

Q49.
Please advise the number of applications for first home owner rates remission since 1 July 2019.

Q50.
Please advise the number of on-street parking bays at 1 July 2018 in the following suburbs:

(a)
Teneriffe

(b)
Newstead

(c)
New Farm 

(d)
Fortitude Valley

Q51.
Please advise the number of on-street parking bays as at 1 January 2020in the following suburbs:

(a)
Teneriffe

(b)
Newstead

(c)
New Farm

(d)
Fortitude Valley 

Q52.
Please advise the expected closure date of Victoria Bridge to car traffic.

Q53.
Please advise what traffic modelling has been done regarding the impact of the closure of Victoria Bridge to car traffic and what impacts it will have on travel time.

Q54.
Please advise whether Council has ever considered removing the toll on the Go Between Bridge.

Q55.
Please advise what the annual cost of removing the toll on the Go Between Bridge would be to Council.

Q56..
Please advise the total cost of salaries, fees and all other expenditure for the Urban Futures Brisbane Board (including subsidiary boards) for the:

(a)
2018-19 financial year; 

(b)
current financial year 

Q57.
Please list all new boards established by Council since 1 July 2018 and the total costs associated with each.

Q58.
Please list all Council parks which are listed on the Environmental Management Register or Contaminated Land Register.

Q59.
Please advise how many RiskSMART consultants are currently accredited.

Q60.
How many parking fines have been issued in each Ward from 1 July 2019 to date?

Q61.
Please advise how much Council received in parking fines in the following financial years:

(a)
2017-18 

(b)
2018-19 

(c)
current financial year to 31 December 2019

Q62.
Please advise the total value of parking fines in Wynnum for the following financial years:

(a)
2017-18, 

(b)
2018-19 

(c)
current financial year to 31 December 2019.

If the data is collected by Ward rather than suburbs, please provide the details for Wynnum Manly. If the data is kept by any other geographic area breakdown, please provide the data for the geographic area which includes Wynnum.

Q63.
Please detail the number of parking meters across Brisbane at the end of the 2016-17 financial year.

Q64.
Please detail the number of parking meters across Brisbane at the end of the 2017-18 financial year.

Q65.
Please detail the number of parking meters across Brisbane at the end of the 2018-19 financial year.

Q66.
Please advise what work has been done to establish cost estimates based on the Victoria Park draft Master Plan and what those cost estimates are.

Q67.
Please complete the table below by listing all Facebook ads paid for with the Lord Mayor’s office communications budget, the total cost of each ad, the number of impressions, the topic of each ad and which members of Council appeared in the ad

	Facebook Ads
	Total Cost
	No. of Impressions
	Topic
	Members Appearing in Ad

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Q68.
Please advise the total sum of the Lord Mayor’s current office communications budget.

Q69.
Please list the current office communications budget for each Councillor.

Q70.
Please identify from which budget program the Living in Brisbane newsletters are paid.

Q71.
Please advise the total advertising budget for Brisbane City Council for the current financial year.

Q72.
Referring to the additional $2 million announced for a Brisbane tourism campaign, please advise whether this comes from existing Brisbane Marketing funding, or whether it is new funding. If it is existing funding, what items were cut to pay for the campaign?

Q73.
Please advise the number of on-street parking bays on Council roads which have been removed in Brisbane since 1 July 2018.

Q74.
Please advise the number of on-street parking bays on Council roads which have been added in Brisbane since 1 July 2018.


Q75.
Please advise the total budget for consultancies included in the 2019/20 Budget. 

Q76.
Please advise the total cost to Council for the CityCycle Program in 2018/19.

Q77.
Please advise the total budget for the CityCycle Program for 2019/20.

Q78.
Please advise the total revenue to Council for the CityCycle Program in 2018/19?  

Q79.
Please advise the total forecast revenue to Council for the CityCycle Program in the 2019/2020 budget.

Q80.
Please provide the total number of properties included in each of the Rating Categories listed in Table B on pps 230 – 232 of Council’s 2019-20 Annual Plan and Budget, Resolution of Rates and Charges. 

Q81.
Pease provide the total amount spent on Qantas Club Membership for Councillors and Council Executives in 2018/19. 

Q82.
Please provide the total amount spent on Qantas Club Membership for Councillors and Council Executives in 2019/20.

Q83.
Please advise what park projects will be funded in the 2019/20 financial year under the Budget Project “Delivering Iconic Parks for Brisbane” listed on page 53 of the 2019/20 budget.   

Q84.
Please advise what park projects will be funded in the 2019/20 financial year under the Budget Project “Delivering New Parks in Brisbane” listed on page 53 of the 2019/20 budget.  

Q85.
At the end of the 2018/19 financial year, how many dwellings were included in the following rating categories:

(a)
Category 1 (Residential – Owner Occupied) and 

(b)
Category 10 (CTS – Residential – Owner Occupied)   

Q86.
At the end of the 2017/18 financial year, how many dwellings were included in the following rating categories:

(a)
Category 1 (Residential – Owner Occupied) and 

(b)
Category 10 (CTS – Residential – Owner Occupied)   

Q87.
At the end of the 2016/17 financial year, how many dwellings were included in the following rating categories:

(a)
Category 1 (Residential – Owner Occupied) and 

(b)
Category 10 (CTS – Residential – Owner Occupied)

Q88.
How much does it cost Council to provide the yellow recycling bin service for residential customers?

Q89.
How much revenue does Council receive for selling the recycled material?

Q90.
Please provide a breakdown of monthly patronage numbers for each individual Brisbane City Council library for the current financial year.

Q91.
Please provide a breakdown of monthly patronage numbers for each Cross River Ferry for the current financial year.

Q92.
Please provide the number of Development Applications for each Ward for the months of October, November, December and January. 

Q93.
Please provide patronage numbers for each “Cinema in the Suburbs” that has occurred in the current financial year.

Q94.
Please provide the cost for each “Cinema in the Suburbs” that has occurred in the current financial year.

Q95.
Please advise at which “Cinema in the Suburbs” a message from the Lord Mayor was played.

Q96.
Please advise of the cost of production of the Lord Mayor message at each of the “Cinema in the Suburbs”.

Q97.
Please advise of the locations of every wood fired barbeque in Brisbane City Council, this information is not readily available on the Council website as it is out of date.

Q98.
Please advise how many wood fired barbeques have been replaced or upgraded in the current financial year.

Q99.
Please advise how many smoking complaints have been received by Council in the current financial year.

Q100.
Please advise how many smoking fines have been issued by Council in the current financial year.

Q101.
How many trees have been planted by Council in the current financial year?

Q102.
What is the cost of all tree plantings undertaken by Council in the current financial year?

Q103.
Please complete the following table outlining how many new parks have been built by Council in the current financial year, what are their locations and the cost of each?

	No of Parks Built
	Locations
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Q104.
How many complaints has Council received for breaches of development conditions in the current financial year?

Q105.
How many fines have been issued to developers for breaches of development conditions in the current financial year?

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 3 December 2019)
Q1.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2018-19?

A1. 
For 2018-19, $493,091.82.

Q2.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2017-18?

A2. 
For 2017-18, $483,980.00.
Q3.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2016-17?

A3. 
For 2016-17, $472,176.36.

RISING OF COUNCIL:

6.33pm.

PRESENTED:





and CONFIRMED
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